40 Stephen Gratian's Faith.

Morely was more grateful than even for the spare-
rib. He brought an offer of needle - work from
a lady in the town who had many little children.
The lady, it seemed, had a strange prejudice
against sewing-machines, and in favour of skilful
fingers, for the doing of fine whitz work. This
did much to restore the mother’s health and
peace of mind ; and a letter that came from her
husband about this time did more. Not that it
was a very hopeful letter. He said little, except
that he had got work, and that he hoped soon
to be able to' send much more than the trifle he
" enclosed. But, though he did not say in words
that he had withstood all temptation, yet at the
very end he said, “ Pray for me, Alice, that I
may be strong to stand.” And her heart leaped
with joy, as she said to herself, “ He did not
need to ask me to do that” And yet she was
really more glad to be asked that than for all the
letter and the enclosure besides.
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