12 » Cannibal Scene.

was from fear of what was to follow. Presently two bands
of furious wretches appeared, each headed by a man in a
state of nudity. They gave vent to the most unearthly
sounds, and the two naked men made themselves look as
unearthly as possiblé, proceeding in a creeping kind of
stoop, and stepping like two proud horses, at the same time
shooting forward each arm alternately, which they held out
at full length for a little time in the most defiant manner.
Besides this, the continual jerking of their heads back, cauns-
ing their long black hair to twist about, added much to
their savage appearance. Ior some time they pretended to
be séeking the body, and the instant they came where it lay
they commenced screaming and rushing round it like so
many angry wolves. Finally they seized it, dragged it out
of the water, and laid it on the beach, where I was told the
naked men would commence tearing it to pieces with their
teeth. The two bands of men immediately surrounded
them, and so hid their horrid work. In a few minutes the
crowd broke again into two, when each of the naked canni-
bals appeared with half of the body in his hands. Separa-
ting a few yards, they commenced, amid horrid yells, their’
still more horrid feast. The sight was too terrible to be-
hold. The two bands of savages just alluded to belong to
that class which the whites term ¢medicine men.’ The
superstitions connected with this fearful system are deeply
rooted here; and it is the admitting and initiating of fresh
pupils into these arts that employ numbers, and escite and
interest all, during the winter months. "This year I think
there must have been eight or ten parties of them, but each
party seldom has more than one pupil at once. In relating
their proceedings I can give but a faint conception of the
system as a whole, but still a little will show the dense
darkness that rests on this place.

“I may mention that each party has some characteristics
peculiar to itself ; but, in a more general sense, their divi-
sions are but three, viz. those who eat human bodies, the
dog eaters, and those who have no custom of the kind.
Early in the morning the pupils would be out on the beach,
or on the rocks, in a state of nudity. Each had a place in
front of his own tribe ; nor did intense cold interfere in the
slightest degree. ~After the poor creature had crept about,
jerking his head and screaming for some time, a party of

.men would rush out, and, after surrounding him, would com-
mence singing. The dog-eating party occasionally carried a




