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CHAPTER VL
L}

Tae change which had taken place in the fortunes
of Maurice Leigh was one that might have dazzled
him a little, if he had not had a strong counteract-
ing influence in the thought of all he had left in
Canada. He found himself, without hesitation or
difficulty, but with a suddenness which was like
the transformations in a fairy tale, changed from a
Backwoods farmer’s son into an important member
of an old and wealthy family. Only the other day
he had been working hard and holding up to him-
self as the reward of his work, the hope of becoming
a successfal provincial lawyer ; now he was the heir,

and all bnt the actual possessor, of a splendid

_ fortune and an estate which gave him a foremost
. place among English country gentlemen.



