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Now, for some éxampks -

P. T. Barnum
of many ventures
He worked in a ¢0
tions from town |
newspaper, he was a proprietor of sm
ing sﬁdWs. After faiil,in'g tc?g;hieve an;
success in any of these lines, he found himself
in New York almost penniless and with a ﬁrii;
to_support. - i RN

For several weeks he had _been able to
pick up 'little: money by writing advertise-
ments for the Alhambra theatre on the Bow-
ery, but it was not half enough to support
even himself, agd he was at his wit’s end to
know how to get a living.

- One day he heard that Scudder’s American
museum, at Broadway and Ann' street, was
for sale. Ly S '

 “That’s just the place I want,” said Bar-
num ; *“I think I'l buy it.”, SR S

“Buy it!” excaimed a_friend, who was in
the same dire straits for money, “what are
you going ‘to buy it with?” -He knew that
Barnum did not have five dollars in the world.

“With brass,” replied the man who was to
become the proprieter of the greatest show on.
earth, “for silver or gold have I none.”

He went to see the agent for the property,
and-after a good deal of haggling managed. to
strike a bargain. He was to have the museum
for $12,000. _ N ;

“I haven’t that much capital lying loose,”
explained Barnum, “but I'll tell you what I'll
do. I'll pay it in' seven annual instalments,
the first payment to be made one year after I
have taken possession of the place.”

The agent took him to the owner of the
The young man impressed them
very favorably, for his personality was a
strong one:- They looked up his tecord and
were 'satisfied. "The}i ‘accépted his offer.
ot "Bafnuti~made himsel famous with - the
American’ museum. 'New Yorkers had never
seent such a" wonderful show as he presented
there. His ingenious mind” was always at
work striving for some new scheme for catch-
ing the crowds. People came to the place in"
such swarms that finally his ingenuity was
taxed to find a way, not of getting them .to
come, but of getting them to go.. The attrac-
tions of the place were so fascinating that
people would remain for half a day, leaving
no room for gewcomers, - And so it happened
that Americans learned the meaning of the
word “exit.” ; :

He put up a sign reading, “This Way to
the - Great Exit,? o . j

The crowds thought “exit” was a new ex-
hibit, and they rushed to'it pell-mell—many
of them as ‘soon as they had entered—only to
find themselves piling' down the stairs into
Ann street, pushed on by the eager ones be-
hind them. ' - .

Barnum made himself rich in the American
museum in less than two years.

Many years before Barnum’s _'t:m.e-‘ijean
Jacques Rousseau told the world, in his_"; Con-
fessions” of the ingenious way.in which he
kept- himself from starvation at .a time when
he was stranded .in the .course .of his roam-
ings. He had been sometimes a pensioner,
sometimes a tramp, sometimes a. footman. He
had run through all hi§ means’of living and
was reduced to- his last sou at Lausanne,
when he took-it into his head to try to get on
by sheer impudence. i S

He recalled to mind the devices of an early
acquaintance named Ventire, who in circum-
stances  somewhat “similar, had managed to
pass off as a tolerable musician. * He. deter-
mined to.teach musi th* h EwW ;
lutely nothing ‘about it. i el

He announced that he had come_ from
Paris, where he had never been, and boasted
of his skill to every one. He was introduced
to a M. de Freytorrens, a professor of law,

who loved muisic. and ‘who gave concerts at .

his” own “house. M. de Freytorrens: insisged

and invited him to his house to >
~“I sét about composing a piece for - his

that Roiusseau must give a proo of his talent,
eaconcert, b

. pupils, though, he said:

 iffagination, he_co
- Tons of Lausanne that he was a genius

.4do than picking ‘pockets.

Afor dt:

onable rates.. . e s g pay
- This new.scheme is but a part of the great

though' he knew abso- -

. raised,

teacher of musie,“and. mana o get
: nly dunces ‘came ‘to
him. Still, he made a living from them for a
time and that was better than stafv

ehough he explained that the din |

ncert was the ing
. pers:

- The’ opportunities’ for ‘clever persons: hard
pressed for money to. exercise their ingenuity
are far greater than they were in Rousseau’s
day. Rousseau, penniless in' New ‘Yorkin the

 twentieth -century,: would ‘haye . -thought : of
something. safer and more profitable than pos- .

ing as a genius in an art of which he knew
si0thing ; and the fertile mind. ~of Francois

. Villon would have .found"something better to

-+ Doubtléss Miss ‘Grace Darfow, who canme

to New York in 1897 looking for work as a

stenographer, would have starved if she had
found herself friendless in the. Paris of Vil-
lgn’s time, or even in the Lausanne of Rous-
seau’s.  In fact, she camie near doing so in
New' York, but lier ingenuity saved her. For
a week she searched for :a position, and every-
where it was the same story—there was no va-
cancy. : 3
Her pocketbook was alimost. empty.
was worn out, discouraged and was beginning
to be afraid, for the great; strange city, where
no‘one knew Her and no one gave her a-friend-
ly -look or word, seemed cold and cruel. -
But when she was almost ‘on the ‘point of
giving way to- despair:she charced to pick up
a newspaper somebody had left in a street car,
and her eyes fell on a discussion of whetler
a plain girl was handicapped. in the search for
work in New York." ' bt isriningt s

- A Mrs. Franklin, a clubwoman, hdd de-
clared thdt only pretty ‘stenographers were
wanted. ~ And a repostér had gone out to in-
terview businessgien in the. down town. of-
i?::es about what she had said, and; of ‘Course,
they had all scoffed at her idea/ -All they de-
manded was brains. - g
»>~Avhappy thoughtecame -to ‘the forlorn girl.
She awent to ithe nearest newspaper dffice and
putiin this advertisement, though she had nét
a dollar left in the world after she had 'paid
“A plain girl, but capable stenographer, - can-
tot find ‘employment in New York. - Is
#*Mrs. Franklin ‘right?” :

some -1
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‘her fairly be
Irvine was workin

5

i
He

e, made up his mind that any man could make
-an -honest living if'lie ‘'wanted to. 'One of the

lodgers disputed the peint withi him. »
7 *Come with me)” said Irving, -“and Il
prove to you that T'm right. * You say you .
can't find work: - We'll both start out without
a-cent and see what'we can do.” ™ - . ¢
-« Hour after hour they roamed the city ask-
ing for work, but at every door they were turn-
‘ed away. L iy e
- “You see I'm right, after ali,” said. the out-
cast. “Work can't be had for the asking.”
. But Irving was riot convinced. Hé¢ stepped
into a' drugstore 4nd persuaded the ‘clérk to'
trust him for fivé cents’ worth of oxalic acid.
Across the 'street” was a store with a brass
sign on the wall.. The sign needed polishing.
Irvine and his companion: offered to do the
work for ten cents; ‘and got the job, . Then
they went. on a hunt for other places™ with
brass signs. When threc or four houfs had
$assed they had more than a dollar between
them, : o
. You made good,” admitted his conipanion;
“but you had the ‘braifis, and that’s what the
rest of us'at the lodging House haven't got.
What's a man to'do who can’t think of such
T R

True enough, the world is hard indeed to
the penniless man with a dull brain. .But the
man whose mind is fertile with practical ideas
will never starve. He will.never be driven to
crime as the only-altermative.. ™ .. .

True enouigh, the world is hard indeed to
the penniless man with, a dull brain. | But
the man whose mind is fertile with practical
ideas will never starve. He will never be
driven to crime as.the only alternative.
i forlopn-looking .man.. with._.a. ragged
beard, and hair fallingriover his gollar- tramped
the streets of Buffaloone day in 1896 search-
ing for work. At last. it oceurred to him to
ask for a. position .as a newspaper Teporter,
though he had ‘never:done any work-in that

- line.. The Buffalo newspapers were not clam-

oring. for the services of a man: who had had
‘no neéwspaper training, and one after another
the- city-editors .turned - him -away without
even a word of encourdgement. . -

This man: was Pasl Armstrong; now a

‘ : lays, and the last city
- he applied to was Samuel G. Blythe, who
s later became.a well-known Wash-
spondent:  Blythe casta suspicious
rmistrong and conciuded he didn’t

it and lve the mystery at the
dve you-a job,’ said B}’ythe,
that there was not the slight-
nce of his doing so. The best reporters
y had worked on that mystery for a
-Without solving it. A girl had commit-
“ ted ‘suicide in a high-class boarding-house: in
a fashionable quarter, She had left not a clue
to her,identity. She had even cut all the laun-
- dry ‘marks from her clothing. 7
. . Armstrong felt that he had found the last
‘chance that lay-between him and starvation.
Thﬁt’mght he did not sleep. ‘Until midnight
he was hurrying about the city, ruftning down
- what seemed to him to be: possible clues to
the gi entity.  The remaining hours until
daylight he spent in pondering over the prob-
Jem. For thiree days and nights hé worked on
the case, snatching a little sleep when utterly
exhausted, but he was no nearer to the solu-
tion. FhEE) T
- For the third or fourth time he called upon
the ‘eoroner and asked to be shown again the
few things that had been found ‘in the girl’s
room. - . : :
There wasn’t much—a few articles of cloth-
ing, an empty pocketbook,and a burnch of keys.
Those keys! Somehow, Armstrong conld
not .keep - his thoughts from them, He took
. them in hi$ hands and considered them one by
one. @ne of them seemed to be a trunk key.
He was sure of it. And if it was, the girl must
| have had a trunk.” She had brouglit no trunk
to the boarding-house, Where was it? Haq
she left it at the station? -
;. Like "a flash the thought came into his
mind, ‘ : X : .
“Let me have this key for an hour,” he
cried. “You won't regret it. It's the key .to
this mystery! Don’t you understand?”
. “Allright. Try your luck with it,” said the
coroner.” : - ey
Armstrong hurried off to the baggage-room
of the New York Central statim. He knew
the. date: of the girl’s arrival at the bdarding-
house, Had a trunk artived at the baggage-
room that had not beenr called for'since? The
baggageman looked into_his books. ' Yes, a
trunk had been lying:there ever since that day.
And then—to make a long story short—the
key: fiftedt the, trunk; letters, were faund- inside
that carried the search to-a& little town in Can-
ada, and to a man whose danghter had gone to
Bufialo and.had written nothing since. . The
next day this man journeyed to Buffalg and
found his missing daughter—the girl who. lay
dead in the morgue, . . Ly
Armstrong got his job., ‘It started him on
the road. fo prosperity and fa,‘re'b}\tat_ion, for
during the six months that he held it he learned
how to write for publication. = ;
Only a few months ago a young Am_eric:,m
SR EhANE Y AT

-One of the most practical ‘plans.ever de-
vised for the betterment of the living condi-
tions of tlhie person who is compelled to live on
a moderate salary, will go into. effect shortly,
when the Sage Model Suburb at Forest Hills
Garden, Long Island, will be thrown open to
settlement. : e A
.. Here ‘the. man with a large family and a
modest salary will be able to purchase a honie
by easy monthly payments.  Those persons

unmarried who are seeking comfort away from -

the crowded city, will find comfortable ‘quar-
ters in specially designed apartments at reas-

practical philanthropic- work-that is being car-

ried on by Mrs, Russel Sage with the enorm- -

ous fortiine athassed by her late husband. The
work is being attended to by the Sage Founda-
tion Homes Company, a branch of ‘the Russel
S?%;;JFO‘*?I@&??L i T i LG Uil
' “That no person who desires to-take up his
residence in the model suburb will in any way:
be considered an object of charity, is made
clear by the trustees, who say that the scheme

be cousidered as being even remotely related
e DR b M U e et

s str_,i_'ct_lﬁ a business investment, and is not to

concert,” wrote Rousseau, “as boldly as if T

had really understood the science, T had the

constancy to labor 15 days at this curious .

busifiess, to copy it fair, write out the d

ent 'parts, and distribute them wlth:\Aasf'm’ﬂs:;l!'

assurance as_if they had been mastérpieces of
hasmeny. 00 7o s

“The ¢ompany -assembled to

. I explained to each the kind of move-

aste.of execution, the reference- of

me were five or six ages: At

truck with a

roll of pa-
& “.

Yo

with

- go direet from his apartmentto his traf

. ‘venture is
- educati

as: are desired, to tefidnts  who do not ‘desire
to rent or buy 'Hoqsxéﬁ‘ in the model suburb.

~ “We designed these buildings,” said Ed-
ward"H, Bouton, the vige-presidént and gener-

al manager of the suburban company, “for the

- use of self-sapporting men and’ womer who
. under ordinary conditions in the city are forced

to live in boatding houses and hali bedrooms,
and for families"'who for one reason or another
do not want to keep' house. There will be a
restaurant;on the ground floor of one-of these
buildings which will open into a garded, and

~the garden will border on the “village greén.”
©<This’ “village green” will be another ‘dis-

tinctive feature of the new model suburb,
around which it is hoped the village activities
will centie. The non-housekeeping apartiments’

- will be connected with éach other and with the 5T : SRR ;
-railroad station by covered bridges so that the -~ De Forest continued, the new sibuth will ‘ac-

commuter in this model suburb will be able to
n with-
out any. such  inconvenience as. the 'comic.

~weekly dash over the muddy suburban roads.

A ‘tall tower has been planned as” an. added
architectural feature of the apartment houses
which will surround the station square. |

The Sage Foundation has already “appro-

~ priated $1,250,000 for the development of the

suburb, apart from- the land ‘purchase, on.
Which there was close on $1,000,000"spent. Be- -
sides this, another $500,000" will be appropris

ffteen hun

..atéd for additiqu;‘ street development. ” About
ed" h

Jfouses will be built in the
con is planti 10mes-only to
persons.who expect .to live in them ; that. is.to.
ay, spec

1 ‘as .reasonable financial re.

“beinvestigated before sales”

: ""A"Itﬁispg :

-

-

den cities of England; with somqg‘relgnelgy and

flowers around thems with accessible play- -

grounds- and recreation facilities, and at no
appieciably greater cost than is now- paid for
the same rogf room in bare streets without any
such adjaceney. . S e R

- “They have abhorred the Constant repeti-
tion of the ‘rectangular block in suburban lo-
- calities where land contours. inyite other strect
lines. ‘They have thought,. too, that buildings
of tasteful design, constructed of brick, ce-
ment or other -permanent ‘material, even
though of somewhat greater initial cost, were
really more eéconomical in their durability and
lesser tepair bills than the repulsive, cheaply
built Structurés which. are. too often the typa
of New. York's outlying districts.” . -

1i these expectations can be realized, Mr.

-complish four resuits at which the frustees are
specially aiming. Tt will provide more fealth-’
fal ‘and ‘more -attractive homies.to many per-
sons; it will demonstfate fhat miore tasteful
surroundings and opén spaces pay in suburban
developmeat, and ‘thereby encourage more
ee?h@mica} methods of marketing land, and i
wHl sectire .an attractive income for the Sage
Logbdutlon,” "0 il et R
As to.why- the first housing plan of the
Fqundation'ﬂeg:cted to provide for the dabor-
ing man, Mr. De Forest said that the cost of
;land at Forest Hills Gardens and the character
of its' surroundings precluded provision. there
for' the day laborer, SRR
- “The’ Sage Foundation has not forgotten
.the laboring map, however,” said the trustee,

1S will ‘not "be welcomed, and  “and it may be ready to annouunce something

for ‘his’ benefit fater Gi.”
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language of the vountry. and his plight was

desperate. But he had knocked about the world

a good deal and had sharpened his wits in many

a tight place: < ;
Instead of giving way to despair, he decided

to return home at once. How?

Well, his wits had helped him out of diffi-

culties equally. great ‘beiore, and he could find
a way somehow. :

He managed to get aboard the Potsdam,
bound for New York. When well out to sea
a passenger found the youth seated comfort-
ably in the smoking-room of the second cabin

. and offered him a cigar. - Then they went to’

dinner together., The young man, w ose name:

was David Schippy, took his meals thereafter [oeey

with the other passengers, and nobody seemed
to suspect that he had not paid his way. Bat
two days out the officers of the liner discovered
that they had one passenger too many,; and the
fact that Schippey had comé aboard without a
ticket was discovered. ;
They tried to'put him to work. Schippey
scorned the idea. There was something about
the young man that’ impressed ,the ofiicers -
favorably.. Perhaps it was the cool impudence
with which he had assumed all the rights of-a
passeniger. They decided tolet him alone until
reaching port, when they would turn him over
to the immigration officials. So. Schippey con-
tinued to dine at the second-cabin table and
smoke the cigars that other passengers offered .

him. "Altogether he had a most enjoyable trip,
“Yot'll be sent back when you get to ENis

Island,” said the captain.
“I guess not,” returned Schippey coolly.

And, it turned out that he was right. He =

proved to the immigration officials that his
home was in Paterson, New Jersey, and ‘that

he was an American citizen. They had to give (/:

him his freedom.

Another American, William Roseman, -lost
all his money at European gambling resorts.
In November, #9097, without enough morney
even to buy a meal, he stowed himseld away on
board the American transport liner Minne-
tonka; bound' for ‘home:: ‘Out at sea he ap-
peared and introduced himself to the captain.
He said his home was at No: 200 West ——th
Street; New York, and that: his father was a
wealthy. jeweler at No. 9 Maiden Lane,

“My father will pay for my passage when ' .

we reach America, ¥ am:sure,” e said; “and
I_,want’pas.sage in the first cabin. I went -
broke in London, and, as I couldn’t get my
father to send me any mouney, I had to feave
my trunks behind at the Hotel Cecil.”

His cool assurance impressed the captain,

who gave him a first-cabin stateroom and a .
place at the first-cabin table.. But it grated on

hear him

th.e.n.erves of the ship’s officers to
criticize the food. On reaching port they€ent
him_to Ellis Island, where he was held to
await the arrival of some one to vouch for his
being a citizen, but he was speedily set free,
The bright idea that, comes to the rescue
of the man who has his back. to the wall some-
times affects his whole future career. :
Jasper Newton Smith went: to Atlanta,
eorgia, in the earlyefifties to start a brick-
yard, and became one of the richest men in the
South:  But at the close of the Civil War, be- -
qufg he had made his millions, he came close
to losing his grip on success and to being re- .
duced to the plight of having to begin life all
over.again without a penny. It was his quick
“wit and a five-dollar bill that saved him and
‘his husiness. Sk . g
The five-dollar bill was all.the money that
he had left in the world—at least all the money
that was good for anything,
to fifty thousand dollars in Confederate green-
backs, which he thought might come in handy
as pipe:lighters: o i
His business had reached ‘a critical stage.
If he could only hold“out a little longer ie’
would pull through, for e was sure of making
several large sales in the near future, But he
must keep his brick-yatd running—with onlv
five dollars to meet expenses.

lem.. Could he hold his creditors off? e
could find .some way of doing that, he felt-
sure.
pay his employees thit worried him most.
Already they were grumbling. If he could
only hold them off he would pull through.

In the midst of his perplexities the em- -

ployees struck for their pay. He saw himself
face to face with ruin. ~If he could not mee"
this new crisis successfully, the brick-yarc-
must close and he must.go into bankruptcy,
Then flashed into his mind the idea tha:

saved him—a simple trick that might have oc
curred to a schoolboy, AR =
~His lone five-doliar hill-he wrapped around
his - fifty. thousand . dollars /in . Confederate
money, and with this imp’re'ssi\?e roll of green-

*'backs in his haads he faced the strikers like a

man who had never known what straitened cir-
cumstances meant. To the first man who came '
to him he handed the five-doliar bill, and an-
nounced in loud but reproachful tones that he
had. plenty of money and would pay them all’
if they insisted:.. 7+

The sight of. the enormous roll of bills
calmed their fears, and n6t another man ‘came
forward to ask for his pay. They had con-
tidence in their employer, they said, and would
wait for their money, = fe ki

Then shame came to the man who had
taken the five-dollar bill, and. rushihg up to
Smith, he handed it back to him. Smith w.
glad to get it. He needed it to pay for h
next week’s board. o

But it was the problem  of how to .

§

He still held on~ .

g Could he do if?
Sleepless nights he spent pondering the prob-:




