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POLITICAL, EYPOCRITES

.Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper Re-
views the Shameless Reecord
of Liberals in Office.

Every Election Promise Broken
and & Wild Raid Upon the
Publiec Treasury.

_Scandalous Diserimination Against
British Columbia Travers to
Help a Minister’s Friends.

—

A telegraphed summary of the address
. delivered by Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper
at the public meeting following the Lib-
eral-Conservative convention in Vancou-
ver. appeared in the Colonist of Saturday
_Jasi. A fuller report now available will
_be iead with interest. Sir Hibbert after
«the .ntroduction by the chairman, Mr,
. Cba lus Wilsen, Q.C., said:
¢_,r. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen:
Ycur kind reception, and the all too-
. flattering - introduction to-a Wjancdnvpr
_audience a: the hands of our respected
chairman, vemund me forcibly of the
great con.usion so often experienced by
me in cc...ecticn with the gentleman
whose n....¢ I happen to bear and the
ditficulty in distinguishing between us.
I believe most of you will believe that
. Sir Charles Tupper is, what one may
fairly eall in Canada, a distinguished
man, (cheers), and it is only necessary
for me to correct the introduction of the
chairman by saying that he has con-
founded the son with the father for the
mcement. Nevertheless I yield neither to
.Sir Charles Tupper nor to anyone el_se
in my loyalty in connection with the Lib-
-eral-Conservative principles that have
.been under consideration during the last
-two days in the city of Vancouver at the
.hands of what I may say, after some
.experience, was one of the finest con-
wventions that ever met together for the
purpose of consolidation. (gheers.) 1
-have seen Liberal-Conservative conven-
tions in the East where the population is
larger, where the peoplg can fox:egather
more easily at any particular point, and
J do not hesitate to say, though repre-
senting a very proud and famous East-
«ern constituency, and with every loyalty
4o those friends who have been loyal to
_me since 1882, that I never took part in
-a political convention that was se suc-
~cessful as the Liberal-Censervative con-
vention that has just closed its proceed-
ings in the city of Vancouver. (Cheers,.
You can understand, from observations
.-already made to you, that the ecircum-
stances met with were in many senses
peculiar. It was perhaps

A DANGEROUS THING,

..some might have thought, for Liberal-
Censervatives to organize, or to ven-
ture to carry through at the peculiar
state of affairs that exist in the prov-

. ince of British Columbia to-day. I do

. like this about the Conservative party, I
de like this above all things, its pluck,
its' courage, the courage of its convic-

. ticns, and its freedom from planning or
Jnanoeuvring in secret. The members of
the party prefer to openly and in a

. amanly way meet together to exchange

“ddeas and abide by the result. (Cheers. |
% At -the “econvention which 'ha% jiist

.'beéti’ held in this city there were gen-!
tlemen gathered together helding dif-
fereat views in regard to the late politi-
--cal struggle in the province of British
Columbia, and yet, as Liberal-Conserva-
tives before everything, believing firmly
in those principles, and ready to rally in

stake, or wherever the issue involved
those principles, they met there holding
‘very different views with regard to the
. late opposition and the late government,
+ and regardless of what side they took in
the election. It is the good fortune of
-every -Liberal-Conservative who was at
the gathering to be able to recollect that
" harmony prevailed all through, that while
differences of opinion existed, thay all
' had that great object and aim in view
which I have referred to. They were
‘willing to compromise, and to compro-
miise honorably, and the compromise has
resulted in this, that as Liberal-Conser-
vatives it could not be denied that

THE BEST METHOD.

for government in British Columbia, or
in Ontario, or in the Dominion of Can-
-ada, or in any province of it, was the
Liberal-Conservative system of govern-
ment, (cheers), and that if Liberal-Con-
servatives“were asked to express their
-opinions as between a Liberal-Conserva-
tive and any other party, either in a
Dominion election or local electioh, the
bulk of the Liberal-Conservative party
would be found pnder the old flag. Yet
there was this fact and it was berne in
mind, that ‘ardent Liberal-Conservatives
and conseientious men had, in good faith,
gcne to the electorate only a few weeks
4ago in the province of British Columbia,
and had obtained the support and suf-
Trages of Liberals, who themselves were
honest, true and consistent. They had
obtained their support by peinting out,
as truly they could, that neither of the
Political leaders in the local house of
British Columbia had raised the Liberal-
Conservative or the Liberal flag, by way
of contrast, that those principles were
not in issue, and that therefore Liberals
and Conservatives could vote indiscrim-
Inately for members opposing the late
Zovernment, or members supporting it.
To have foreed s 1

; PARTY LINES

at this moment would probably - have
_done more harm than good and weuld
have e: mérgir to some Liberal-Con-
nsequently, havin re-

gard to the position they occnpigd the
convention came to the conclusion that
these men could carry out in good faith
such understanding ~as they supposed
«existed between them and their constitu-
ents in the present parliament, but that
“when the time came that there was a
dissolution of the house, when there was
.a fresh app 1 to the people, then, in
Bnushv Columbia, as elsewhere through-
out Canada, Liberal-Conservatives
whether in local fights or Dominion
fights, would be fonnd standing
SHOULDER TO SHOULDER,

-able to exercise their strength, able to
prevent those ‘cleavages which were so
_disastrous in Jupe, 1896, in British .Co-
lumbia. Then, as everybody knows, the
province was Conservative to the back-
bone (cheers) but through these loecal
Jealousies and loeal dissensions, and
through the machinations of erafty op-
ponents of the party, was so cut up and
_divided that we came out with a minor-
ity of two members out of 8ix, when the
whele ought to have been Liberal-Con-
Z?{vftlvp' (Hear, hear.) to’Now that, ‘a8
all_know, we are going agree again
in British Columbia, I prophesy this that
When the Liberal-Conservative party are
fighting another election in this province,
be it for the loeal house or the lgominion

ouse, they will carry their flag to, yvie-

. congider a few prominent

look for above all others, and that 1s to

Sir Hibbert went on to state that the
Conservatives down in ‘New Brunswick
who had been tied to Liberal chariot

had had their eyes opened to the fact
that they were victims of the Liberals.
So the eyes of British Columbia Con-
servatives had been opened and the con.
vention in Vancouver had decided
be governed by the experience of New
Brunswick and the party would be ready
for the next contest whether it be loeal
or Dominion. He continued:

“Let us look back a few years. The
Liberals were steadily, in the 18 years
that they were out of power, entrench-
ing themselves and making themselves
formidable in all the outworks through
out the length and breadth of Canada.

2t us see what the Liberals themselves
said and advocated in open convention,
when they met at Ottawa on a memor-
able occasion to discuss the condition
of their party, to prepare for the great
campaign which finally came in June,
1896. You will reeollect that from
Manitoba and - from the provinces on
the Atlantic came the different represen-
tatives of local governments, you will
recollect that leading Liberals there
boasted of the fact that they had the
majority of those local legislatures, had
got the outworks of the great citadel at
Ottawa, and having taken possession of
these outworks the rush to the citadel
would be all the more powerful . and
strong. In many cases they had gath-
ered strength from our ranks, as in the
province of  Nova Scotia, where Mr.
Fielding in 1896 had been able ,

TO PULL THE WOOL
over the eyes of many Liberal-Conserva-
tives. ’

In this province it would have suited
the book of the Liberals to play the
same game with the over-trusting and
over-confiding Conservatives. There-
fore the Conservidtive convention un-
mistakably gave voice to the opinion
that it was dangerous to allow these men
to remain any longer than was under
the circumstances, absolutely necessary.
There is no reason in honor, and no
reason in cemmon semse why, if these
gentlemen in the local house have to
arpeal to their constituencies again they
should not be made to toe the line and
come under the colors where we can
know them, whether they be Liberals or
Conservatives. Then again we must
bear in mind this, that no man knows at
what hour, or at what moment, there
may come a general appeal to the people,
either at the hands ef our local adminis-
tration or at the hands of the govern-
ment at Ottawa. Some time age some
of you might have observed that I said.
to a representative of the press that an
appeal to the country, by the government
at Ottawa, was possible. I maintain
that opinion still, though men of far
greater weight in the Conservative ranks,
I have since ebserved, have given their
opinion to the econtrary. am more
strongly than ever of the opinion that
there is not only a possibility, everyone
will admit that, but there is a streng
probability of 5

AN EARLY DISSOLUTION

of the federal house at Ottawa, and I
will give you my reasons. In the first
place, the information' reached me
through Liberal sources. It may have
been reliable or unreliable, but, never-
theless, through Liberal sources it
cdme.  There are evidences brought
hcme to me daily of quiet and effective
organization going -en from one end
of the country to the other, through
the Liberal ranks and by the Liberal
party. Their affairs at Ottawa are in
such .a precarisus condition, so far as
the government is csncerned, that, leok-
ing at these matters as they have hap-
pened in days gone by, I see nothing to
convince me that my suspicion is. not
well founded. I will venture to give you
a little"later on some reasons why Liber:
al-Conservatives should buckle on their
armor and prepare to be ready for the
first epportunity to oust from ‘Power men
who' obtained their official pesition, and
their Cabinet rank not by fair means,
but by chance. ‘But I will refer first to
the disturbing effects and the disturbing
incidents that are connected with the
present situation at Ottawa. / A man
need not argue in the city of Vancou-
ver that
AFFAIRS IN THE YUKON

when they are exposed, as a committee
of the House of Commons can, and will.
and eught, to expose them, cannot bring
much credit or glory to the administra-
tion of the day, but having introduced
the spoils system in this country, having
aroused the most ferocious appetite that
a pelitical party ever experienced in any
country in the world, the government
finds itself unable, though in command of
the'coffers to satiate or stop the appetite
of its supporters in any way, shape or
form. Offices are handed out here, there
and everywhere, deaths are looked for
in the civil service, and if they do not
occur, some poor wretch is taken by
the meck and upen some flimsy charge
hurled out of effice so as to satisfy some
hungry heeclers who have been starving
in the wilderness for eighteen years. The
members of the opposition rise in their
places as representatives of the people,

and ask those men, in parliaxentary lan-| Of

guage, whether they are men or whether
they are charlatans; whether they are
the same men %vho asked the house to
consider a‘bill under which it would be
impossible for the government of the
day, be it Libéral or Conservative,.to
reward its supporters in the house.by
Judgeships or by offices and emeluments
of any kind in the gist of the govern-
ment. They are asked whether they are
the men that denounved as the most dan-
gerous principle and as
SAPPING THE VERY VITALS

of the systema of government of this
country, such things as they themselves
are now perpetrating, but they answer
nor a word, or they answer that they
carry the by-elections; that they have
the majority; that they are on the right
of the speaker, and we on the left; that

people of this country know now that
the members of the government have
shown the most marked celerity and the
most wonderful despatch in swallowing
all the principles that they had ever ad-
vocated in any period of their existence
before they togk office. Let us calmly

features in
connection with those gentlemen. . If we
are not the merest party heelers on one
side or the other, there is one thing we

see the lines that separate the statesmen
from the demagogue. No one wants to
see blind consistency on the part ef a
public or business man, but we do want
evidence of henest determination, calm
and deliberate judgment, and a steady
adhesion to some fixed principles in con-
nection with the cenducting of the na-
tion’s business, as well as in the case of
private er mercantile life. Well, what
do you think of the record of the party
whose great exponents only a few years
ago, aye, only a few months ago, held
up their hands
IN HOLY HORROR

when they contemplated the expenditure
that a Tory government found it neces-
sary to make to carry on the business
sof the Canadian people, and then, when
they found themselves in a position of
responsibility, have to make the confes-
sion_that they are unable to attempt the
government of the country for any such

wheels had liberated themselves. They| $3

is their answer, day in and day out. The| Wa

sign of inherent corruption in us; it
was a sign of “Tory rottenness,” to use
their choice term, that we had to ask for
7,000,000 in order to carry on the
government of 5,000,000, or thereabouts,
of people of Canada. And so they went
from shore to shore of this great eonti-
nent and denounced our extravigance.

They held meetings by the scoxe where
they made bids for popularity. Mr.
John Charlton fulminated against the
national debt. This gentlemau went
through the land promising that, under
an honest and reformed system of gov-
ernment, they could reduce the expendi-
ture by mo less a sum than $5,000,000.
Mr. Mills, the minister of justice of the
reformed government, argued, in his
peculiar fashion and at great length, to
show that that sum at any rate would
be $4,000,000. Give them a Liberal
government, ‘' a government constitut-
ed of those good men he had
preached and had shown such ability in
preaching, and you would have the govern-
ment of this country carried on for $4,000,-
000 a year less than by a corrupt Tory
government. Then Sir Wilfrid Laurier
himself, not strong in finances, not strong
in affairs, tried his hand at figures, and
ventured to say, (knowing Charlton pretty
well, and Mills pretty well, and making
allowances for their exaggeration), that he
felt justified in pledging, In "the very year
in which he took power, 1896, that a Lib-
eral government could carry on the affairs
of tlﬁs country for at any rate $3,000,000
less than the Tories. (Laughter.) So how
do you suppose they get on? 1 suppose
there were no men so surprised as those
gentlemen when they found themselves in
power. Though we were supposed to be
fighting the battles of the Roman Catholics,
the Roman Catholics® happened to turn
those men into office, and turmed us out.
They got into power

BY ACCIDENT
and .had a chance of performing their pro-
mises. It is a pretty hard thing, when
you get into power, to redeem all your
romises. I wouald be satisfled if some

Jdberal explained to me that they had re-
deemed just one. It would be something
to set at rest even a Tory. (Laughter.)
In regard to their expenditure their re-
duction has resulted in this; they have re-
duced—using round figures and taking their
estimated expenditure for the current year,
ending next July—they had red=ced that
cxpenditure from $36,000,000 down to $48,-
000,000! (Laughter.) Knowing how power-
less they are to resist the demands from
the back benches, I am only surprised that
their reduction has not been worse. The
debt, which under the Tories was tremen-
dous, the Liberals are reducing at a ratio
of $3,000,000 per year of an increase.
(Laughter.) But there, ladies and gentle-
men, it is not fair to those gentlemen when
they have done so much in the way o1 re
duction. (Laughter.) I want to ask you
to turn back go a pleasant event in the
history of this provine., when Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, then plain Mr., paid a visit to
British Columbia. He came in 1894 He
came in a charming month, the present
mouth of September, and he made those
speeches’ which are always so interesting,
and he made no doubt a great many per-
sonal friends ore both sides of politics, Lib-
erals and Conservatives. He made a most
delightful impression, because in addition
te all his personal charms, he

GAVE SOME POLITICAL PLEDGES.
They were many, varied and intensely in-
teresting, but I do not propose‘to deal with
them all.

At New Westminster, he was addressed
by the faithful. It was a very delightful
address, the language wns all that could
be desired, but this cauf?'ht my eye in
looking over it; the faithful, that is the
Liberals of British Columbi®, felt bound
and constrained to inform Hhim that they
were weighed down by excessive taxation.
I took the trouble to see what that really
meant. I found that in 1894 the taxation,
as represented by the revenue from the
customs. amounted to the awful sam of
$19,000.000, and naturally enough the peo-
ple of New Westminster groaned before Mr.
Laurier, as he was then, and you can im-
agine how that gentleman promised to re-
move all these difficulties, these troubles
and all this woe. I need not remind you
of what the gospel was in 1894. The
panacea at that time was

FREE TRADE, '
t{ie gloripus , free trade of Old..England.
It made the blood boil in the veins of many
an Englishman to hear about it. Tt was
something splendid to those mep who %ad
come from free trade England to see a
leader after their own heart and mind and
who believed in the principle of free trade,
who preached the lightening of all these
burdens. That $19,000,000 was to vanish
into thin air when he got to work on his
system of free trade as they had it in Eng-
land. (Laughter.) That was all very well
in 1894, but we are now in 1898. I won-
der how those men, who built castles in the
air at that time, regard the - gentleman now
as-he. sits at the Quebec conferenc: or as
he sat crossing his legs under the table
at the Cobden Club with the Cobden medal
on his breast. Fe eame back to Nttawa
from England to explain to the parliament
of the conntrr trat it was a dangerous
thing to’ introduce too suddenly such a
splendid policy of the free trade of Old
England. and therefore we must grovel
along with the burden on our back. and
consequently the people at New West-
minster who served that formal notice on
him in the shdpe of an address. find that
while the burden was $19,000,000 un-
der that Tory protectionist government, it
Is. under the glorious free trade govern-
ment of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, to-day $21,-
.000¥’ (Laughter and cheers.)
Sir Hibbert weit on to deal with
THE COAL OII, DUTY.

He remarked that Mr. Wilfrid Laurier con-
doled with the people of New Westminster
about the gross injustice of the masses
having to pay a duty of six cents a gallon
on coal oll. The Liberal leader, he said,
made the welkin ring with that gross in-
Justice of six cents a gallon coal oii duty.
course a free trade govérnment would
wipe the six cents out. In their new tariff
the Liberals made it five cents! and we had
the ammusing experience in the house Jlast
session of seeing a Liberal rise with a
certain amount of confidence, and venture
to move the reduction of the duty from five
cents fo three cents. There was not a gentle-
man on the treasury bench not even Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, who . had sympathized with
the people of British Columbia because
tbey had to pay #six cents, who would
even deal with the motion that was made
to reduce the duty from five ‘cents to
three. They simply voted it down without
a word of explanation or of justification for
that extraordinary action. So that the
‘‘gross Injustice’ ‘instead of being six cents
a’ galon to-day, is only five. {(Langhter.)
We have saved a cent a gallon anyway.”
(Renewed laughter). & :

Another pecaliar thing was: Sir Wilfrid
Laurier’s reference to the gystem of pro-
tection as it. was applied to cottons. Mr.
Laurier went about edying that not only

s

THIS PROTECTION ‘OF COTTON
wrong and vicious in principle, but besides
creating a monopoly, it created something
maore, it created a ‘‘titled aristocracy.” He
was plain Mr. Laurier then and the gen-
tlemen with him were = Ministers also.
They did not dare to bring with them a
knight, or a gentleman with a ‘tin-pot
title,” as they called it then. (Laughter.)
They did not take ever one ahout in their
caravan. Sir Richard Cartwright they tled
up by the leg in Ontarlo. Mr. Laurier was
a Democrat then up te the hilt. With re-
ference to this heinous cotton duty this
was the report ‘of Mr. Laurier's words in
the Victoria Times: ‘‘The protection to
cotton created not only a monopolv, but n
titléd aristocracy in Canada.”—Think of
it! Those gentlemen got inte power only
in July, 1806. Now in September. 1898. he
challenged anyone in the hall, Liberal or
Conservative, to say offhand how many of
8ir Wiifrid Laurier’s colleagues to-day were
not decorated with a title or an order.
They took -all. in sight. When there was
a vacancey in the K. C. M. G.’s or the G.
C. M. G.’s, it was grabbed and spoken for.
Mr. Mwvlock was the next on the list.
(Laughter.) He claims to have reduced the
cost of the postal service. but has not ex
plained why under his regime it takes six
weeks or so to get a letter from Vanconver
toe Dawson. (Renewed laughter.) This
free trade government not only took all the
titles in sight, but they increased some of
the cotton duties before they took their
titles. The rence to cotton and a
titled aristocracy noidoubt was meant for
Lord Mount-Stepher who was. .comnected
with the cotton indvstry when he wns Mr.
Stephen. This terrified and horrified Mr.
Laurier; Sir Wilfrid can stand it ‘all right.
(Lond . laughter.)

Then th¥s gentleman, good easv, charm-

sum as they thought was exorbitant. In

tiry.” (Loud cheers.)

our days, ladies and gentlemen, it was a

ing' man that hé was, went to the fishery
districts. He went to Ladner and met the

fishermen and heard their grievance about
THE FISHERY REGULATIONS.
He. (8ir Hibbert) = spoke from experience
not tend to popularize the Minister who
about these regulations. He knew they did
kad to administer them. It happened once to
be his duty to administer them. Mr. Lau-
rier went to Ladner »n September, 18094,
and explained, to the entire satisfaction of
the people, that the regulations were disas-
trous to the great industry itself. He (Sir
Hibbert) now found himself not far away
from the seat of that industry and he did
not think times had changed it. The gov-
ernment had the same man who used to
advise him in office and he noticed that’
he was making it just as hot for the pre-
sent Minister as he did for Sir Hibbert.
fir Wilfrid could not save been thinking
much about these regulations lately. In
fact, they had seen in" the press that one
of the Liberal members for a British .Co-
lumbia_constituency was informed by Sir
Louis Davies that had it not been for the
Quebec conference he would have
“RAMMED DOWN THE THROATS

of the canners” the fishery regulations!
’Hg, thought he could give a  great ‘many
other proofs of the extraordinary inconsis
tency of the government. Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier in 1876 and 1877 was an avowed pro-
tectionist; 'in 1891 he favored the doctrine
of discriminating against the Mother Conn-
try In favor of the United States; in 1891
he was advocating free trade; In 1896 he
advocated diseriminating duties on the part
of the Mother Country in favor of Canada.
That same vear when the Laurier govern-
ment met the House of Commons, its doc-
trine was preferential trade with all the
world. They knew the tangle into which
the government got in 1807. Owing to the
inconsistencies of the Ministers the people
of British Columbia could not foretell for
f moment what these gentlemen were talk-
ing about at Quebec or what their minds
were on any questions at all.

After a further reference to preferential
trade matters Sir Hibbert passed on to
deal with the failure of the Liberal govern-
ment to-advance the

FAST ATLANTIC. SERVICE
matter, in. which British Columbia ' was
vitally interested. It was part of the
Conservative policy to subsidize steam-
ship lines so that Canada could reach out
for the markets of the world wherever
possible. The Conservatives knew that it
was as necessary to get fast direct steam
communication on the Atlantic as to Ja-
pan, China and Australasia. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier opposed that fast line when jin op-
position but when elected to power he saw
that he had made a mistake and showed
Lis own incapacity as well as inconsistency.
The gevernment adopted the fast Atlantic
service policy. The Conservatives support-
ed it in taking the matter up. But the
whole thing had gone to pieces and we
were in the same position to-day as eight
years ago. As to another inconsistency,
take the French treaty. He saw Mr. Lau-
rier oppose that treaty before six o’clock
one evening and before eight he supported

it.

Sir Hibbert Tupper passed on te deal
with the indecent scandal caused by
certain

JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS
and incidentally referred to the delay of
many months in filling the office of chief
justice of British Columbia. The moment
that vacancy was filled another one exist-
ed in the province, and it still existed. He
referred to the buying of Mr. Prendergast
in Manitoba, to the sullen conduct of
Messrs. Lister and Cameron till they got
their appointments, the one a judgeship,
the other the lieutenant-governor of the
North' West Territories. The government
had ‘shown its bad faith fn regard to the
judiciary in the most seandzlous manner
possible. There was no precedent for such
conduct In the annals of Canada. After
speaking of the superaautation system and
Captain Cox’s mission to Quebec he re-
marked that the government had not only
bre-ken faith with judges, brcken faith with
Liberals, and broken faith with the Catho-
lic minority, but it had also broken faith
with the Orangemen. He ‘asked his hear-
ers also to consider the manner in which
this province was treated. last session by
the government, dealing particularly with
the way in which Vancouver and Victoria
had been given the go-by in favering Seat-
tle by the minister of militia, in the mat-
ter of sending supplies North for the police
and soldiers in the Yukon. The minister
made a contract with a Seattle line of
steamers, the Boston and Alaska Cor:pany,
a lime which was formed by intimate
friends otr thett}nlxlgts;a o; ﬁlﬂltia for the
purpése of getting hold o at very con-
tract. = What was the -iparticular time

en ¥
A FOREIGN STRAMSHIP COMPANY

was given the contract to earry supplies
to a part of Canada? It was a time when
the people of Vancouver and Victoria were
putting thgir hands into their pockets,
when their boards of trade were spending
money to show to the world that these
ports were quite equal to the task sf out-
fitting and sending North ‘any number of
gold  seekers. Vancouver; and Vietoria
were attempting to-show that they had the
steamers and they had the goods, And
yet their Liberal representatives sat in par-
liamesni -and never protested, they never
ralsed a hand against the government giv-
ing the lie to everything that the business
men of Vanceuver and Victorla had been
attempting to show. “Who would believe
that you had the ships ready for the busi-
ness; who would believe that you had the
houses ready to outfit these people going
North, when your own government, sup-
ported by a majority of your own Ténie-
sentatives, was going over to Seattle, first
to arrange round in Boston for Boston capi-
talists to start a steamship, ling from there
and help it out with govermmefit goods to
the Nogth? These chickens are now com-
ing home to roost.” (Cheers.) The $75,-
000 owed to the company by the govern-
went has become its chief asset In the
hands of a reecelver, and is due for ‘goods
stuck at St. Michael on the way to the
Klondike, with, it is said, no prospect of
delivery. This was the result of having
%gnnored Vancouver and Victoria. Coming

ck
TO THE CONVENTION

he declared there was good reason for
the marked demonstration of strength made
at the ¢onvention. Since June, 1806, ‘they
had been able to contrast the conditions of
the two parties, to see which party had
best served the interests of the Dominion.
He had ventured to put before the meet-
ing the confused condition of affairs, the
confused condition of theé’ Liberal party
itself, its vacecilation, . its hesitancy, its
want of faith in the party, its want of
nerve, want of pluck. The Liberal-Con-
servative party was the party that made
the Union (cheers), the nnion of Canada
meant the union of the best Liberals with
the Conservatives (cheers).. The Liberal-
Conservative party represented to-day the
national spirit of the country. It taught
the present loyal government (for he be-
Heved it was loyal), it taught it Ioyalty to
the Queen.. It thrashed loyalty into those
men 8o that now tkey shouted *“God Save
the Queen” Jouder than the Conservatives.
The Conservatives of the country taught
the Liberals the independent spirit of .this
country towards the great republic of the
south, they taught the Liberals that ‘the
country could do without favors at the
hands -of the United States though we
would be glad in many respeets to’ trade
with it if fair treatment could be arrs A
The Liberal-Conservatives never flinched
when their friends to the south got angry
bnt stood on their rights fiymly. He con-
cluded: “T am a
NATIONAL POLICY .

man, not merely because T am a Congrerva-
tive but because I apprehend wmhat the
Conservative party has been able to do
under that poiicy. But for that we eould
not nave shown the independent commer-
cial spirit I have referred to: but for:that
we could not have cemented the mnion of
the provinces: but for that we counld never
have got these steamship communications
that exiet; but for that we could not have
implanted in' the breast of any Canadian
the delermination which is there. not only
to put these fast steamers on the oceans
but to cement cven ‘more strongly still
these outlying portions of the Empire by
n cable system. All these different ideas.
that bring out the best youth of the coun-
try, are the ideas taken out of the Ljberal-
Conservative school and ave the f{dens
preached by the party for, 18 years. We
can well afford for a few years. to allow
these mien to try their prentice hands.
They opposed all th‘g lines upon which the
country’s progress is based and now they
have not the ceurage to dare to dé6 anv
of tha thine® which thev <aid they. would
An before ther were elected. When, there-
fore. the T.theral-Clonservative party. ecloses
™ s rarke, ag it is doing -in British Co-
Inmhbia to-dav, and from here to the At-
Inantic. ¥Wne eoft readv for the fight.: that
day. will. T helieve, See as great a vietory
for the Liheval-Conservative partv as was
achievsd; when, : fighting for thé right.
shon'der tn ghonlder, it went into power
in 187R and swept the Liberals almost out

of ' existence.” (Lond and prolonged
cheers).
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VICTORIA PRESBYTERY

°

Rev. J. €. Forster Selected as
Moderator, and Nanaimo as the
" Next Mecting Place.

Attention Drawn to the Recom-
mendation of the Presbytery
Respeceting Prohibition.

A meeting of the Presbytery of Vie
toria was held yesterday at St. Columba
church, Oak Bay, when Rev. J. C. Fors-
ter was elected as moderator for the
ensuing year and Nanaimo was selected
as the place for the next meeting to be
held on the first Tuesday in December.
There were présent at the meeting Rev.
W. Leslie Clay, Rev. Dr. Campbell, Rev.
J. C. Forster, Rev. D. Macrae, Rev.
Mr. Perry, Rev. A. B. Winchester and
Rev. Mr. Wogdside, of the American
Presbyterian church.

The deputation appointed to visit the!
congregation’ and home missions sub-
mitted their report, which was approved.

Rev., Mr. Clay, for the home mission
ccmmittee, presented a report showing

passed and that arrangements had been
made to supply mission stations. The
board expressed gratification at the work
accomplished by the missions during the
term. .

The augmentation committee present-
ed a report showing two augmented
charges, St. Paul’s, Victoria, and  St.
George’s Union, to which grants of $400
were recommended.

The standing commitfees for the en-
suing year were appointed with the feol-
lowing conveners: Home missions and
augmentation, Rev.iW. L, Clay; foreign
missions, Rev. Dr. Campbell; statistics
and firance, Rev. D. Macrae; Sunday
schools, Rev. Dr. Campbell; young peo-
ple’s societies, Rev. J. C. Forster; church
life and work, Rev. W. B. Cummings;
Manitoba college, Rev. A. B. Winches-
ter.

Committees were also appointed to
consider the remits of the general as-
sembly and report to the next meeting of
the presbytery. ;

On motion it was decided to respectful-
iy call the attention of all ministers and
sessions to the recommendation of the
general assembly en the temperance
question. The recommendation of the
general assembly follows: “That in view
of the approaching plebiscite, the re-
commendation of the last assembly be
rcnewed, viz., that our people are hereby
earnestly exorted to use their utmost en-
déavors in every lawful way to carry the
plebiscite in favor of prohibition by an
overwhelming majority and thus free the
church of one of its deadliest foes; our
land from united misery and crime and
our modern civilization from its direst
reproach and shame,”

DANGEROUS STURGEON FISHING.

Toronto Globe.

I saw a sturgeon at Victoria, on the can-
rery floor, measuring 12 feet by the tape
and weighing more than 600 pounds. Any
one wishing to decelve the public by aid
of a prevaricating camera should pose be-
side this 12-foot fisht The men who skill-
fully and laboriously reduced it to sections
with an ax said it was #lot an uncommon
fish, though the bigZest:on the floor; that
they often found' them - far larger and
welghing as much as 1200 pounds.

Two men lifting a half-ton fish into their
beat Is the exciting feature of sturgeon-
fishing. The sturgeon, if net fastened in
his thick hide, is apt to resemt It.  He
shakes his head in emphatic dissent: and
a head three feet long and as big as a log,
when vigorously shaken by a half-ton body,
is a thing to be avoided. The tail, too,
is_a source of danger, for it not only flaps
with energy, but can cover a large surface
with one application. The man new at the
business is apt to get hurt the first time
he helps to coax a wriggling sturgeon of
standard size over the gunwale.

On the floor of the cannery the sturgeon
is a great inert mass of fish. The first,
operation of the butcher is to chop off the
hheed and. tail with an ax, and for these
free gifts of mature the Indlans and China-
men are eagerly waiting at the door. The
fins are cut off with a knife, and these are
not allowed to go to waste. As the refuse
I3 shoveled along the planks to the river,
there is little allowed to pass the coast na.
tive and his cousin of the braided hair.
Chinamen potter around the place and help
to clear away the refuse for the sake of
what they can glean, and have a weakness
for taking parts not intended for the river.
When snch Mengolian tricks are discovered
the Chinamen are driven out- with more
noise than ceremony, but they take their
expulsion with Oriental indifference, and
in a few minutes are all back again.

THE SALVATION BAND.

Successful Enptertainment Closing the
Victpria Engagement,

After travelling together for the last
nine weeks, the nfembers of the Wash-
ington Marine band, which has been in
the city for the last four days, disbanded
last evening,’ te re-organize again in a
few months. They gave last evening an
interesting entertainment in the A. 0. U,

Prodigal Sen,” was presented, ‘in connec-
tion with ‘a musical programie, to a
well filled . house. . Adjutant Hay and
his wife.. the former. . of whom had
charge of the Pacific division, go to
Butte; Capt. McPhee to Nelson; Bands-
man Phillips, formerly of Montana, to
Portland; . Capt. Julian' remains here
for a few days, and ethers .will go - to
Spokane. Several special meetings will
Le conducted by the Salvationists on
their way home. At the conclusion of
last evening’s entertainment, the band
and audienée sang *“ God Be With You
Till We Meet Again.” Vielin, guitar,
concertina and autoharp selections were
furnished during the evening, in addition
to what the band played, and the drama
presented showed up in a strong light

the practical- work of the army. .

~ %COUNCIL OF WOMEN.

Bebort of the Delegate to the National
Convention—Cooking in the Schools,

A large number of ladies gathered at
the City hall yesterday afternoon at the
public meeting of the Council of Women.,
A most interesting account by Mrs.
Scaife, of the national gathering of .dele-
gates of the various Councils of Women.
throughout the Dominion, held recently
at Ottawa, was read by Mrs. Angus and
Mrs, Galletly. The report was an able
one and the writer very fully described
the personnel of the National Council,
the business taken up in the past and
planned for the future year,: besides a
great deal of valnable information glean-
ed from the various sectional confer-
ences held during the National Council,

Mies -Livingstone being introduced by
Mrs. J. Robson, spoke on : domestic

science as taught in different countries to
both boys and girls. In Germany a num-

s o b .
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that claims amounting to $815 had been |:

W. hall, when the drama, “The Modern:}

his- hi licy.
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ber of gentlemen began the study of diet
for prisons, ;s lums and .other instita-
tions. After % time they realized its im-
portance in home life and it was'mot long
until it ‘became a part of the education
of the chllgiren of their schools. Sweden,
however, is the most advanced /and can
boast of the best schools in this depart-
ment in Europe. England has been
training along this line since the time of
Queen Anne and many classes are held
in the towns and cities for the education
of the young. In Canada the school
sysiem is quite different from any other
country, It has many advantages and
Some disadvantages. The young woman
is_educated beside her brother in the
school, but later when he goes out to
learn his profession or trade the sister's
needs are neglected and too often she is
not prepared for her life work—home
making and home keeping, and thas is at
a great disadvantage. n classes
taught in this department wgirls' are
shown the art of laying a table, waiting
og'tablq, washing dishes, the necessity
of keeping all utensils perféctly clean,
how to coek meat, fish, soup, vegetables,
eggs, the use of bread in various ways
and numerous things. In Vietorin it is
hoped that sewing will be taught by the
teacher in cooking and the Loeal Council
hope to be able to collect the meney te
equip a kitchen in this city. A vote of
thanks was given the speaker for her
Kindaness.
e R O PP

““SOONER DIE THAN SUFFER,”

Is the Pain-Racked Rheumatie’s Wall—
South American Rhenmati¢’ Cre Nim-
‘bles the Swollen Stiff Joints—Gives New
Life—New Hope—Cures Permanently.

J. H. Garrett, of Liverpool, N. S.: 1
was a great sufferer for years from acute
rheumatism. Was unable to walk or put
my feet under me. 1 tried everything re-
commended, and was treated by best phy-
sicians, but relief was in vain. .1 was re-
commended to try South Americhn Rheu-
matic Cure. 1 procured a botfle: when half
of it was taken I had great relief. A few
bottles cured me. I claim to-day it is
lt::e ,only remedy that will cure rheumat-

m.

Sold by Dean, & Hiseock and .Hall & Co.
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CATERING FOR KEONDIKERS.

To the Editor: As one of the returned
Klondikers, and as a sincere well-wisher
of Victoria, 1 wish to direct the atten-
tion of our citizens to two or three mat-
ters 1 believe to be entitled to more than
passing consideration. First, I was
forcibly impressed, oo’ my arrival at
Seattle, by the admirable arrangements
provided for the melting of gold and as-
certaining its direct value. I might say
that this is all done in the course of
half an hour. Then the money—that
portion of it at least that is not required
for immediate use—is placed in the banks
and serves to bring those who intend to
return to the Kilondike in the spring,
back to Seittle, where they will pur-
chase their supplies. In the meantime
the conveniences for ascertaining the
value ‘of the gold dust are so admirably
arranged as to place the owner in the
position of obtaining money at once to
meet his immediate requirements. .Why
do not similar arrangements prevail
here ?  Surely our merchants can see
the advantaged of such conveniences. :

Another matter to which Ixwould di-
rect attention is the hospitality displayed
by the Seattleites towards 'returning
Klondikers, We had no sooner reached
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the whart than we were met 'by dozens
of persons with baskets of fruit, which
were distributed gratis among the voya-
geurs. This may seem a small matter
to many, but to men who had lived on
canned meat and hardtick for some
months it was a weleome sight and I

provided the fruit reaped & bountiful
harvest from their genepgsity, in the
way of large sales. This is only ene of
the many indications I noticed on the
part of Seattle business men to éater for
the Klondike trade, and I may say they
seem fairly successful in securing it.
hear many eomplaints from Victoria
merchants that they are not getting a
fair share of the trade that properly be-
longs to them. Now, if they would look
around, it is quite possible that they
would discover the reason. The old say-
ing that the Lord only helps. those who
help themselves, I think, will apply to
existing conditions, se far a:d #he Klon-
ike trade at least is concerned.

4 A, A. AARONSON.

KHARTOUM AND AFTER.

N. Y. Commercial Advertiser.

Sir Herbert Kitchener’s force is within
twenty miles of Omdurman, and a de-
cisive battle may be expected at any
moment. The blow will almost certainly
be finally subversive of the Khalifa's
power, for Kitchener's plans’ seem to
close in upon the objective point with the
precision of natural agents, He is Eng-
land’s greatest desert fighter, but he is
sumething more. He is a consummate
master of military calculation and pre-
cision; who in any field would fuse all
details, of tlla,e setﬂkrvice in:o‘ . mutinoi
greatest possible striking force agains:
his foe. In his Soudan campaigns he has
handled his forces with the highest skill
in the area where distances are great,
’transportaﬁo:; difficult and the health
of the army is in danger from a trying
c¢'imate. British official circles have
credited him in advance with the occu-
pation of Khartoum, and some of the
leading minds are just now deeply con-
cerned about the use to be made of this
occupation. English journals of high
authority assert is_ with confidence,
and, point to plans which must be un-
‘realized without a er advance
southwards.  Khartoum, aceording to
this view, it is to be a leve“nqe for fur-
ther conguest. Y

‘Certain facts and conditions lend sup-
port to this. )
.Rhodes is fired with the ambition of
ccnnecting the Nile and the Zambesi, of
making a line im Imperial ¢ unica-
tion continuous from Cairo “ to Cape
Town. He is working his way north
to meet that welcome southerly advance
which would “actualize his plan, Mr.
,Ehnmberlain is in hearty sympathy with

im, and, apart from that, Rhodes is a
leader whom no section of British opin-
ion, except that embodied in the “Non-
conformist conscience,” will oppose in
ith Ki ener at
I oum, the question of contrel of the
‘remaining part of the Néle valley will at
once become acute. France Russia
are hostile to such cen “and both
Russian and French advisers have planily
indicated their support of the Abyssin-
ian monarch in his threatened: revival
of alleged rights in opposition to the
British policy. Such is the possible situ-
ation which the events of the next few
days may make imminent. Ts there any
bostile force sufficient to nalify it?
There is little doubt that the Anglo-
Egyptinn army would crush any present
cpposition to the British, and not one
French or Russian soldier could’ reach
that region in defiance of® the naval
power of England. England’#"African
policy is being broadly outlined in two or
three ‘cardinal features ‘which: present
themselves ag :inevitable frem -control
both in the north.amd in ‘the south of
that ‘great. continent. A glance at the
latest map will show the broken chain
of the great mossessions which demand
the forging of the cc mplemental links.
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