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CHAPTER XVTTL
said Clarence, Just F(ing himself at her feet, hia

limbs extended to the Are, tie
By EDGAR G
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Is too long; you *re In danger here."

He tapped tie revolver wfl* * «tile 
of security.

“He danger,» he said. "I have look­
ed the door, the windows are fastened, 
and the only means of exit are In my 
hands. Danger! He who Is anxious 
for that may obtain it reality enough 
by entering now.*

She put her hand upon Me with 
such a eareee, fearful though It was, 
that tie blood leaped through tie 
veins.

•"Oh, my darling!” he said, raptur­
ously. “Who would not go through 
the shadow of death It you were wait­
ing at the other and? But now tall 
me, spare no details; every word you 
utter la food tor my famishing heart* 

Thus eloquently coerced she com, 
menced the long story, but soon stop­
ped short

“Now that I have told you whet 
happened when I heard that you were 
dead, you must tell me where -yea 
were and all you went through, my 
poor Clarence! I never meant to see 
you more, nay, to forgive you, for I 
thought you false to me. But I know 
you were not.
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And so from hurts that grieve 
From anguish and despair, - 

Come courage to achieve 
And faith to conquer care.

Wo rise to greater heights 
Beneath the lash and rod. 

Those troubled days and nights 
Nearer draw us to God."

MILK
ed, her eyelids opened slowly, and her 
dark eyes rested upon hie!

Motionless, silent as the grave from 
vAlch she had come to him, they 
looked upon one another.

Then with a cry that fell broken 
and crushed from her lips she start­
ed to her feet.

With an echoing cry he sprang to 
■ her and caught her in his strong quiv­

ering arms.
“Lilian!”

"Clarence!"
, Oh, what a world of meaning rang 
. out in those two low-breathed words, 

"Lilian!” "Clarence!” So much that 
they could find nothing to say for a 
space, but stood folded In each other’s' 
embrace, drinking In the nectar of 
each other’s existence, and feeding 

, with thirsty eyes on each other’s 
faces.

"Alive!" he muttered, at last.
“Alive!” she repeated, drawing back 

her head to gaze upon him. “Alive, 
yes. Did yon think me dead?" ~

“I saw your burled.” 
j “Burled!” she gasped,
I father, my father!”

"He?—where is he?”
Her hands clinched in an agony.
"Oh, I do not know. I—oh, let me 

: tell you all.”
He would not loose her, but kneel­

ing on the ground drew her to the 
chair, Into which she sank, his arms 
still round her waist

She was commencing, but stopped 
short and looked round the room with 
wild terror.

"No, no!” she mM. “Net here! You
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Your eyes ootid not 
speak to me as they do if they had 
been false."

“False! " he repeated, scornfully. 
'“If one should rise from the grave to 
tell me you had believed It, I would 
laugh him to «W You know I 
could not be false to you, Dtllao! ”

“I know it, I know it new!* she 
murmured, tearfully. "Poor Clarence, 
bow you must have suffered!”

(To be continued).
• »r .i ,T-

gular resplatlon that she was sleep­
ing.

He remained kneeling, his eyes fixed 
upon her for some minutes, then he 
glanced at the boarded windows and 
the door, passed Ms hand across his 
brow an repeated some lines of Tas­
so to convince himself that he was not 
sleeping, and, finding that he was not 
dreaming pondered upon a course of 
action.

First he must secure Ms retreat.
Rising carefully, he stole back to 

the Iron door, found the spring on both 
sides, and was about to close the door, 
but, fearing that scone evil chance 
might surprise him, and leave him no 
time to open it, he set It ajar, and kept 
It so with hie crowbar. Then he took 
off his boots, placed them on the] 
top step of the passage, and grasping | 
his revolver stole slowly and -noise­
lessly into the room.

Passing behind the sleeping figure, 
he darted at the door and tried it. It 
was locked on the outside, as he had 
instinctively suspected he pushed a 
bolt into its place on the Inside, and, 
with a feeling akin to security, stood 
staring at the figure and breathing 
hard.

Who was she? A prisoner; or why
locked

This time successfully; the rust re­
moved, the light, even pressure of the 
hand could not fall to find the slight 
indentation that marked this portion 
of the mechanism, and 
thing that was like ^ smothered cry he 
stood back and gazed at the heavy 
door opening slowly before him.

But with the sensation of triumph 
came one of surprise.

The air that rushed out was rather 
close and offensive, but seemed that of 

| an ordinary, occupied dwelling house.
Could It be possible that the house 

I was Inhabited? With extreme cau- 
; tioe he kneeled down, grasped Ms re- 
' volver, and darkening Ms lantern, 
peered into the room.

He could see nothing for a few me- 
v’»ents, hut presently a slight gleam 

"3s if from a firelight seemed to flicker 
on the air. His heart beat fast and 
he drew back.

He could net think, he could only 
, stand with the revolver In one band 
and the lantern in the other, staring 
and striving for composure.

Five minutes passed, and he had 
resolved upon a course of action.

On his hands and kneee he cau­
tiously drew himself through the 
aperture, and remained motionless 
while he counted twenty, with Ms eyes 
fixed upon the flickering fire gleam.

Then he slowly turned oe the lan­
tern.

As he had expected, the large agrees 
was draws acres* the reea, and the 
firelight came from the larger part 
ever the tep et the agrees,

He leeked reusd upes the hales asd 
paekegea which were still tbere=deit« 
eevered and mildewed, asd liatesad in= 
lastly, He fancied—but perhaps tt 
wag the beating of a humaa being— 
that he could hear the regular breath- 
ins of a human being boMnd the 
screen.

Composing himself and setting his 
teeth hard, he crawled cautiously to 
the end and looked around.

Yes! There was some one there! 
The room wag furnished, a fire was 

burning in the grate, and in a chair 
before it reclined a woman. Her face 
was from bftn and a shawl was thrown 
oyer the greater part of her figure, but 
he knew by the attitude and the ro-
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the darkened windows and 
door?

He revolved * host of likely con­
jecturée 6fid unlikely cnee ,hut could 
eee ee light, 0ae thing he eeutd eelve 
perhaps! he could ice the prisoner's 
face,

Itealleg ee tiptoe, he peered the 
chair and stood in front of her,

At the moment he did so the 8am# 
fell and the room wag dark,

He had left Me lantern behind the 
serpen, and rather than chance awa*, 
ing her, be folded his arms and watt-
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