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CHAPTER XLI.
Sometimes she wondered a little 

why Madge, who was so frank and 
Candid, and who showed such confi­
dence In her, should never mention 
Guy; but she never did; and Shirley 
dared not venture to pronounce his 
name. She felt that even now she 
could not speak it without betraying 
herself, and, if she showed the slight­
est emotion, Madge might have her 
suspicions aroused, and she might be 
discovered. And then she would 
think wearily of the time when she 
would have to leave her little home 
and go out on her wanderings again. 
In the spring, when Guy came back, 
she must go-, away and hide herself 
once more, and find a new home. Per­
haps, when Guy was married, and 
happily settled with his young wife, 
she might write to Oswald and Ruby 
and the Greys; they would not be­
tray her to him then; and perhaps 
Ruby would take her in,' and let her 
look after little Bertie and the baby- 
girl who had fluttered down into Os­
wald’s home-nest the autumn before

How she thought of them all dur­
ing those long lonely vigils, of all her 
dear ones, whom she might never see 
again! Had they forgotten her? she 
wondered. Did they think of her 
sometimes, and feel a little sorry for 
her? Perhaps they thought her dead; 
and the fact that she had never ap­
plied for the annuity which Sir Hugt 
had left her would have given strong 
grounds for such a belief. What 
would they have said, she wondered 
for such a belief. What would the? 
have said, she wondered sometimes 
If they had known that she had beer 
In want, that she bad been wlthou 
a shelter for days, that she had el 
most died of starvation?

She was growing stronger now 
although. Madge Oliphant often fel 
dissatisfied about her health. Per 
haps she would never be really strom 
again ; but she was much better, an< 
she was looking almost like the Shir 
ley of old, in the black dress she al

ways wore, and the white mob-cai
with its large black Alsatian bow 
which Lady Oliphant liked the school 
mistress to wear.

And the autumn passed, and tin 
winter followed, and Christmas cam. 
—a regular old-fashioned Christmar 
people called it, with a hard fros 
and snow upon the ground and a blm 
B;ky and sunshine overhead. An, 
Christmas was to be greeted warml 
at Erindale. The church was to b* 
decorated and joyful anthems wen 
to be sung; and In the Hall and a 
the Rectdry, at Mrs. Ford’s lodgf 
and In every cottage there were to b 
feasting and merrymaking—every 
where, save in that little red-bric1 
cottage where the school-teacher liv­
ed, and where she was to spend thi 
Christmas tide alone, for even he'# 
little handmaiden had gone home.

It was Shirley’s own wish that shr 
should spend it in her little cottage 
home—the home which had grown 
dear to her from Its rest and peace: 
tor there were many who would have 
welcomed the schoolmistress’s fair 
face at their tables, but Shirley had 
declined every invitation. She pre 
ferred to spend Christmas alone, sh, 
said gently, but decidedly; and the? 
forbore to press her, tor the sweet 
sad mouth could he very firm at 
times .and she was evidently sincere 
In her desire.* • • •

On Christmas Day the snow fell 
heavily, covering the hills and the
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valley with a soft, white, spotless 
mantle, so that many who came from 
a distance were deterred from attend­
ing Divine service, for the snow had 
drifted in places, and made the cross­
ing of fields and by-paths rather a 
dangerous undertaking. Still the 
pretty decorated church was well 
filled, and there was no brighter, 
fairer face among the worshippers 
than Madge Oliphant’s, as she sat in 
the Hall pew in her soft furs and vel­
vet dress, against which the white 
akin and golden hair shone so deli­
cately fair.

Shirley, from her place in the side- 
isle, let her sad eyes rest upon her 

vith a wistful pleasure. She was 
'ery lovely, this young girl who was 
o teach Guy to forget her, very love, 
y and bright and good; she would 
ne-ke htm happy—thank Heaven for 
hat; and she bowed her head upon 
er hands and tried to forget the one 
•appy Chrlatmaatlde she had spent 
n England, that Immediately follow 
ng her engagement to Guy, whlcl 
hie lessen brought 10 clearly and 
rashly to her mind. Well, it wai 
omething to have bad even those 
aw days of happiness to look back 
pon; some poor women had not even 
hose. She had known the pleasure 
f requitted love for a season; some 
vomen went from the cradle to the 
'rave without feeling its sweetness 
vithout possessing its joy.

Madge stopped her, when coming
ut of church to whisper a warm
fish for happiness and welfare, and
hirley answered it mutely, but wit)
n expression in her eyes which more 
ban satisfied Madge; and then, es 
■aping from the parents of her pupils 
vho offered her In no less sincere 
rood wishes, Shirley climbed the hil 
u the top of which stood her cottage 
-a rather solitary home certainly 
or there were no houses near the 
chool-house and the cottage adjoin 
Tg. It was a little lonely, Shirle? 
bought, as she entered, closing the 
’oor carefully after her and fasten 
ng it, for though tramps and mar 
uders were few and far between 

the was not very courageous, anc 
ihe felt safer with the doors secured 
V little terrier—a present fron 
ladge, and a great favorite of Shir- 
ey’s—greeted her with joyful shril 
larking, and prevented the lonelinesr 
nd solitude from being too oppres­

sive, and the fire was burning cheer- 
ly, as if it meant to do its best to 
nake Shirley’s solitary Christmas 
lay a little brighter, while the 
ichool children had put up some 
lolly and mistletoe upon the walls— 
ind Shirley smiled sadly at the home- 
y attempts at decoration.

The day wore on slowly; the snow 
'ell heavily at Intervals in great soft 
white flakes which covered the 
ground and lay there, blotting out all 
paths, and making the face of the 
surrounding country a pure white 
waste, over which it would soon be 
difficult to find one’s way. The still­
ness in the little sitting-room grew 
intense and almost oppressive; the 
fire blazed up brightly, and Shirley 
had lifted Jlp on to her lap; It was 
pleasant to feel the warmth and life 
of the little animal In this complete 
stillness. Her thoughts had wander­
ed away back to the past, to that 
happy Christmas Day at Fairholme 
Court when she was engaged to Guy, 
and all her life lay before her, cloud­
less and serene, lighted by the sun­
shine of the love she bad won. Hugh 
had been there also—poor hapless 
Hugh, who had loved her with that 
love which had been so fatal to them 
all, that love which had blighted her 
life and Guy’s and his own.

Then she recalled other Christmas

days spent at Glynn and In London, 
stately ceremonious feasts which had 
wearied her excessively; and the day 
of the preceding year—that awful 
Christmas Day which she had spent 
alone In London, fearing discovery 
and detention, an unhappy fugitive 
from love and peace and rest

Well, If it were to be done again, 
she would do it; it had been for the 
best . What did her sufferings matter 
it he were happy with the sweet 
young girl who loved him and whom 
he loved? She could go away and 
drift out of Madge’s life as she had 
drifted out of Lucie’s and Ruby’s, and 
out of the lives of all who loved her. 
As soon as the fine spring days came, 
she would go away and seek another 
shelter.

Sitting before her cheerful fire, 
leaning back in the low cushioned 
chair, a thought struck her; she would 
write to Jack—she would tell .him all, 
everything, without reserve, and ask 
him to advise her what to do. Per­
haps he might even come home and 
fetch her. Dear Jack! He was well 
off now; his sojourn in India and the 
industry and steadiness he had dis­
played had won him a junior part­
nership in the firm; and when she 
had last heard from him, just before 
Sir Hugh’s death—she could not call 
it murder, even to herself—he was a 
wealthy man, and he had spoken of 
coming home soon. Had he return­
ed? she wondered. Perhaps not. Per­
haps, if she addressed a letter to him 
at Calcutta, it would reach him; for 
she could not recall his address. Deal 
Jack, who had never known the trutt 
about her marriage! There had beer 
no necessity to burden him with thr 
knowledge that It was through him 
that such misery had fallen upon her; 
but he should know all flow, and ht 
would take her away somewhere per­
haps where she could be quiet and at 
peace until the time came.

She put 'the little dog down gentl? 
'rom her lap and rose from her seat 
the afternoon was wearing on, bu 
the daszllng whiteness of the snov 
irevented it from being as dark at 
It generally was at that hour. Be 
aides, the cheerful blaze of the fin 
Ut up the little room, playing ode 
tricks with the shadows on the wall 
and peering into far corners, as if t< 
iiscover any lurking intruder. Open-
fig a little escritoire on the righ’
sand side of the Are, Shirley took out
writing materials and placed them or 
the table; then she trimmed anc 
lighted the lamp, and moved over t< 
the window to draw the curtain.

As she did so, she drew back, witl 
a little stifled cry of terror, and cov- 
sred her face with her hands, for 
iressed against the pane of glass, s 
’ace had looked in upon her—a face 
vith wild haggard eyes—a face whicl 
bad disappeared immediately wher 
the eyes met hers.

For a few minutes Shirley stooc 
vith her eyes covered, physically un 
Vble to move in her terror, her hear 
beating furiously, her heath comini 
In quick gasps; then, when she mus 
tered courage to remove her hands 
there was nothing visible but the 
window and the white road and fields 
beyond.

Had she been deceived? Was it 
but the force of her imagination, ex­
ited by her loneliness and the ex­
cessive stillness, which worked upon, 
bet nerves? Had she really seen a 
face—that face—looking at her thro’ 
the shielding glass, or was it merely 
fancy? Were her nerves giving way? 
Was her brain getting confused? Was 
she going mad?
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They have made a new man of my 
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8644. — A PRACTICAL GARMENT 
FOR SLEEPING.

She staggered toward the window 
and forced herself to look out; but 
there was nothing in sight, save the 
snow which had fallen previously 
and a few slow heavy flakes which 
were beginning to fall; the little dog 
however, was running about restless­
ly and barking excitedly, as it he too 
had seen something which had arous­
ed his suspicion or his alarm. In an 
agony of terror Shirley dragged the 
curtains over the window—she dared 
not .open it to close the shutters 
which were outside—and crept back 
to her chair, trembling with a terror 
which had taken all color from her 
face and lips and strength from her 
limbs.

“Jip, come here!” she whispered, as 
she cowered over the Are, feeling an 
icy thrill of horror which made her 
shiver from head to foot; but Jip 
although he paused for a moment in 
his restless running to and fro, re­
sumed it almost immediately, his un­
easiness adding greatly to the terror 
the poor woman was enduring. “Jip 
—oh, Jip!” she said pitifully, In a 
voice hardly above a whisper, for her 
‘Ips were shaking with terror, "Come 
tore, Jlp!"

But Jlp, for once, was deaf to his 
nlstresi's voice; he was flying about 
‘he room, scratching Impatiently at 
the door, barking furiously and snif­
fing vigorously, and showing other 
signs of discomfiture and perturba­
tion of spirit. Something forced Shir­
ley to open the door into the little 
lassage for him; he flew out, barking 
'uriousiy and excitedly at the outer 
loor—the door which Shirley had 
bolted so. securely.

Was it again the force,of her im­
agination acting upon her senses, or 
lid she really hear a sound, as if 
some one was stealthily trying the 
loor from the outside? Surely the 
'andle moved! Amd, in an agony of 
mortal terror, Shirley fled back into 
he sitting room, covering her face 
”ith her hands to shut out sight and 

sound.
How long she knelt there with her 

’ead buried in her hands she never 
•new; but an hour at least must have 
)assed, for the fire which had just 
’een built up before the alarm came 
vas a glowing red mass. For some 
ime Jip had continued his barking; 
nd when she lifted her head he was 
to longer in the room. Trembling 
■still, she rose to her feet. All was 
luiet; there was not a sound to 
break the stillness, the silence which 
teemed so awful now to the terrified 
woman in her loneliness. She went 
to the window and drew back the 
curtains; but the snow was falling 
heavily, and she could see nothing. 
She closed the curtains and came 
back shivering, when a little moaning 
round from Jip startled her; he was 
lying just across the outer door, and, 
as he saw Shirley, he looked up at 
her appealingly with a pitiful little 
whine, turning his eyes to the door 
the next minute, as if entreating her 
to open It.

(To be continued.)
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Pajamas for Misses and Ladies.
Linen, linene, silk, cambric, flannel!, 

and flannollctte are suitable for this 
design, The sack many bo finished 
with a round collar or a flat faring, 
which extends over the popular. The 
Pattern Is cut In I Sizes; 14, 16, and 
II years, for Misses, and 31, 36, 31, 40 
and 48 Inches bust measure, for ladles. 
It requires 6 yards of 36 into material 
to: a 14 year size and 6 H yards for a 
36 inch else,

A pattern of this Illustration mailed 
to any address on receipt of I0c, in 
silver or stamps.
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Frew’s Mid-Winter Sale.
No particular color or class of goods, hut everything in our store 
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“ Gigantic Sale.”
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9508. — TWO PRACTICAL SIMPLE 
IDEAS, FOB LINGERIE.
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Ladies One Piece Corset Cover and 
One Piece Drawers.

Dailty lingerie is always pleasing 
to a woman, especially if good effect 
can be gained with little !.;bor. The 
Patterns here submitted are easy to 
develop and suitable for all lingerie 
fabrics. The corset cover and 
drawers are each one piece models. 
Flouncing could be combined with 
lawn, or nainsook, or, cross bar dimity 
or batiste with lace edging and inser- 
ion. Ribbon run beading would trim 
and also hold the fulness of the cover. 
The Pattern is cut in 6 Sizes: 32, 34, 
36, 38, 40 and 42 inches bust measure. 
It requires 2 % yards of 36 inch ma­
terial for the Medium size.

A pattern of this illustration mailed 
to any address on receipt of 10c. in 
sliver or stamps. P .0 Box MS.
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Olga «• n ». ». a. ».
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a. •* mu a. ». n aa ... a a u ....

N.B.—Be rare to cut out the illus­
tration and send with the coupon, 
carefully filled out The pattern cas 
not reach you In less then 16 days 
Price 10c. each, in cash, postal note. 
or stomps. Address: Telegram Pat­
tern Deeartment
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