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SELECT STORY.

" His Wife’s Sister.

When Hugh Follet's young wife was on
her death-bed, she turned to her husband,
who was helding one of her thin hands
between his, and whispered, al...oet with
her last breath: “How nice it would have
been, dear, if you could have married
Maude! I should have gone away so
happy to think she would be a mother to
my poor babies— "

There was a wistful look in the dying
young mother’s eyes as she said this; for
thoughts were passing through her mind
which she could not speak. Maude was

‘her favorite sister, who had nursed her

through her illness, and had taken the

- tenderest care of her children. Nobody

else could have taken such care of them ;

- and the young mother could not help

wondering why the law should exist to
prevent Hugh from marrying Maude. A
time might come when Hugh should
marry again to some strange girl, and
when Maude herself might go away to a
home of her own. What would become
of the children then? Would Hugh’s
new wife love them as Maude did, treat-
ing them like her own flesh and blood for
her dear dead sister's sake? The young
wife corsidered it would be a natural and
almost holy thing that Hugh and Maude
should be married to each other; and
her last moments were saddened from

_reflecting that this could not be.

Yet, when she was dead, her sister con-
tinued to reside in Hugh Follet's house,
taking up that anamalous position which
public morality only nominally sanctions.
Maude became her brother’s house-

. keeper, his companion, and the guardian

of his children, whom she truly loved as
if they were her own. She was a sweet
and comely girl, very like her sister in
appearance, and with a voice that so
much resembled hers, that when Hugh
closed his eyes and her-talk, he often
fancied that his dead wife was in the
room. He gould have felt for no other
woman as he felt for her, for part of the
love which he bore her came from the
deep affection which he had cherished
towards his wife ; and she could have re-
garded no other man as she did him, be-
cause the memory of her beloved sister
and the duties she had undertaken
towards her children formed the strong-
est natural link between her heart an®
his. Yet Maude was in law only Hugh’s

| Sister, and o her men had a right to pay

her attentions and make her offers of
marriage—which they did, to her own
distress and Hugh’s misery and annoy-
ance. Maude refused all offers; but
when it was seen that she did this syste-
matically, people began to whisper.
People are very good-natured. They
might have tolerated Maude’s residence
with her brother-in-law had she been an
elderly woman; but they doubted the
propriety of her living with him as things
stood ; for all which they kept onrepeat-
ing emphatically that she was only his
sister, and several of them expressed the
hope that she would not so far forget
herself as to marry that brother, in whose
house they held it improper for her to
live otherwise than as a wife.

This curious confusion of strictures,
produced by an unnatural law which
had muddled public opinion, had its
inevitable effect upon Hugh and Maude.
It would have been very bitter for them
to part; indeed, Hugh felt that the
whole future of his children must be
affected for the worse by their being
deprived of such motherly love as Maude
gave them; and Maude, on her side,
believed it was her plain ‘duty, in the
sight of heaven, to watch over the poor
little things who clung to her, and were
learning to call her mamma. Besides,
was it not the opinion of the great
majority of the nation—nay, of the whole
eivilised world—thata man ought to be
allowed to marry his dead wife's sister?
The House of Commons had just passed
a Bill, giving its sanction tv such mar-
riages, and it had only been rejected by
the House of Lords, a body which in no
way represented public opinion. Every-
body was saying that the Lordscould not
hold out long against the good sense of
the community ; and so Hugh and Maude
waited another year, hoping tnat the
Lords would at last give way. But, mean-
while, Hugh thought it honest to tell his
friends that- he and Maude had quite
made up their minds to marry, and were
only waiting until the law had been
altered. The consequence was that poor
Maude was more whispered against than
ever. Once again the Hereditary House
threw out the Commen’s Bill, and then a
day came when some of Hugh's friends
told him it would be better for Miss
Ashurst’s own sake that he should make
her his wife without further delay. “Peo-
ple will talk, you know,” they said, “and
after all, every person whose opinion is
worth having will think you are doing
right. The Bill must be passed before
long, and then a clause will certainly be
inserted to give it retroactive effect, so
that your marriage will be legalised.”
Accordingly, Hugh and Maude went to
Switzerland one autimn and got married.
If Hugh had been rich he would probably
have settled in Switzerland until the
Lords chose to hear reason; but he
earned his living by an appointment
which obliged him to reside in England,
and even this short trip abroad caused
him inconvenience. But he took it

to the adjuration: “Ichargeye . . it
ye know any just cause or impediment,”
&c. Though he knew of no just catse
before God why he should not contract a
warriage for which unanswerable Biblical
warranty exists, yet admitting his al-
legiance to the civil law, he found him-
self in a dilemma. Besides, a marriage
in England would have been of no use to
him. In Switzerland, where a man may
wed his deceased wife's sister, he was
Jomned, as he believed, in a perfectly law-
ful union.

Mr. and Mrs. Follet came back to
England, and had soue right to expect
that they would be kindly received by
the friends who had counselled them to
marry.  Cer.ainly, their men friends
greeted them pleasantly enough ; but it
was different with the ladies. It is curi-
ous how certain ladies, irreproachable
in most respects—or, at least, apparently
so—should take such a pleasure in
seeing members of their own sex placed
in cruel and humiliating positions.
Maude Follet was known to be very
good ; and yet wany, who passed for
good, forsook her. Even tonose who
braved prejudice for her sake did not
dare to do so long. The magnate of the
neighborhood was a Lord Jinks, whose
own morals were none of the strictest,
generally speaking; but on this question
of marrying a deceas d wife’s sister he
professed to have strong opinions. So
had Lady Jinks. The noble pair tabooed
Maude Follet, and their example was
followed by the community, not because
anybody thought much of the Jinks's
opinions, but because few had the cour-
age to put themselves in opposition to a
Peer and Peeress.

It was a painful life which Maude was
made to lead. To live ainid the respect
of one’s neighbors, or to be exposed to
uz:z:nial stares afid whispered- jibes,
mdkes all the difference between residing
in a sunny climate or in an icy cold one.
Moreover the cold introduced itself into
Maude’s home. *~ Hugh Follet first
suffered keenly from his wife’s un-
merited disgrace; then he got accus-
tomed to it, and from weakness of cha-
racter, canie t~ make mental concessions
towards public opinion, or rather towards
the opinion of Lord and Lady Jinks. He
was a person of sociable habits, who found
it troublesone to keep aloof from the
houses of his friends, because their wives
would not receive Maude. One day he
compromised his dignity by acecepting an
invitation to dine at a friend's house
without his wife, and on that occasion
he virtually crossed the Rubicon. Every
step he took from that time was a false
one.

- He loved Maude still very well in his
new way. Two children had been born
to her, but they did not diminish' one
particle of her affection for her sister's
little boy and girl, and she brought up
her small family of four like the mdst de-
voted and, impartial of mothers. - Hugh
saw it and admired her. She was was a
good wife ; shé had never said or done a
thing of which he could complain.

However, there was no denying that the
deceased wife's sister question was a teas-
ing one. There had been a general elec-
ion, and the new Parliament, which was
Conservative, had destroyed all hopes
that the law would be altered within any
measurable time. Hugh dined out more
and more often, and fell into the way of
talking and being spoken to as if he
were not a married man. Ladies made
a point of never referring to Mrs. Follet.
If they asked how his children were,
they always meant the-elder two;.and
assumed chilly expressions if he had in-
advertely said that the last baby was
doing well. He had the meanness at
len th to invent excuses on Sunday for
not going to church with his wife. He
was ashamed to show himself with her in
the streets. She, poor woman, was a
long tine before she suspected all this.
In her simple trustfulness she imagined
her husband was more sedulous to shield
her from annoyances than to avoid any
on his own account. Even when Hugh’s
manners changed—when he became irri-
table, quick to find fault, and generally
unkind—she still thought that he was
vexed at the public injustice against her-
self; and as it was for her sake that he
was suffering all this, she felt for him with
the grateful, wholly unselfishness of wo-
men who love.

One evening, when Hugh had gone out
to dinner, Mr. Swain, the rector of the
parish, called on Mrs. Follet. He was a
young man, but lately beneficed—one of
the good sort of clergymen ; gentleman-
like, earnest, and yet pleasant to talk to.
He knew Maude’s story, and entertained
the sincerest respect -for her. He called
on her several times before, and had
always sought to give her consolation for
the injustice she was enduring by assur
ing her as being beyond all doubt lawfully
wedded. On the particular evening in
question, he took one of her children on
his knee, and seeing her sad, said a few
kind words to exhort her to bear her per-
secution with fortitude. Some tears
escaped from her eyes, and she had not
wiped away all traces of them when her
husband suddenly returned. He was in
a bad, nervous temper, and the sight of
Mr. Swain evidently did not soothe him.

“It's a strange hour for that man to
pay you a visit,” he remarked, sulkily,
when the rector had gone. “This is the
third time he has called in ten days.”

because his censcience would not have

sdlowsa Luw fu give an untruthial answes

“He came to-night to bring me a hook,”

“It was quite a family picture, I de-
clare,” continued Hugh, with aspiteful
sneer. “You in tearsy-he sitting in my
chair with a sentimental look, and hold-
ing baby on his knees., Did he make you
an offer of marriage ?”

“Hugh ” = ;

“QOh, he might, you know. You're a
a free woman in law; only if you mean to
play that game, you "had better tell me,
for I can play it, too.”

“Hugh! hugh! What have I done
that you should treat me so?” exclaimed
the pesor woman; but her husband left
the room, telling her not tp make a scene,
as his head ached. »
He did not mean what he had just
said. He was sorry for it the next day,
and he did not again refer to the subject.
But the last remnant of dignity had been
swept dway trom his relations with his
wife by the insult he had thrown at her,
and nothing he could ever say thence
forth would have the power to restore
that confidence which Maude had felt in
him, and which he had broken. The
consciousness ‘of this ' rendered him
morose. Seeking - selfjustification, he
accused the iniquitious Taw which left
him uncertain as to whether he had a
wife or not; but on Maude there fell a
heavier blight than mere moroseness.
The contempt of the world had been very
hard to bear, but the slight from her own
husband had been unendurable. She
no longer receive visitors, lest Hugh
should be  jealous, and she became
ashamed before her servants. Hugh,
seeing her every day, did not notice much
change in her; but, after some months,
the doctor, who had come to see one of
the children, was alarmed at her wan ap-
pearance. He went at ence to her hus-
band, and told him the truth. “You
must be. very careful, Mr. Follet. Your
wife is in a decline.”

“What makes you th\ink that?’ asked
Hugh, turning pale. In an instant there
rose before his imagination the picture
of what his life would be without Maude.
He hurried home. By the light of what
the doctor had said, ore glance at
Maude’s face was enougly;*hé read com-
ing death in it.

He sat down beside her, and took her
hand. It was a long, long time now
since he had done her a kindness, or
spoken her a truly kind "Word. - She
looked surprised, and that half:shrinking
look cut him to the soul. " - “Maude, the
doctor says you are not very well,” he
faltered ; “you want a change of air.”

She forgave him then all at once, as
women do. “Hugh, dear, I think I shall
not be here long,” she said gently; “I
would try to get well if I could, for the
children’ssake . . . .

%0Oh! and for my sake, Maude!”

“Yes,and for your sake,” she said
with a faint smile, as she stroked -his
head with one of her wasted hands.
“Hugh, dear, you will promise me td be
good to the children when I am gone?
If you marry again, don’t let your wife
speak badly of me to my two darlings.”

It almost broke Hugh’s heaft to hear
her talk in this way. From that day he
went about asking everybody what was
the best thing to do for patients in a
decline.” Asif to atone for his former
want of spirit, he talked incessantly, and,
indeed, aggressively, of his “wife,” look-
ing as if he would pick a quarrel with
any person who denied Maude’s right to
that title. But all this eould not-save
the poor sufferer’s life:“ | She' declined
rapidly, and one winter evening died,
leaving him with the miserable reflection
that she might have lived long and hap-
pily with him, had he protected her with
more manliness, and cherished her as he
had sworn to do when she had bound
herself'to him by a marriage as sacred as
was ever contracted. '

Hugh'’s troubles were not at an end
when Maude had been laid in her last
bed beside her sister.. The Bishop of the
diocese, who claimed jurisdiction over
churchyards, and who, like Lord Jinks,
had strong views about marriage with a
deceased wife's sister, took it upon him-
self to object to Maude being described
as Mr. Follet’s wife on her tombstone :—
“She was not your wife by law,” wrote
the Bishop’s chaplain to Hugh, “and his
lordship trusts ‘that you wiil, however
painful it may be to your feelings, see
the propriety of avoiding anything- that
might-promote scandal.” -

A man who cannot stand up for his
wife while she is alive, is‘not likely to do
battle for her very chivalrously when she
is dead, so after a weak ‘interchange of
letters, Hugh gave'in, “to avoid worry.”
The words on the second Mrs. Follet’s
tombstone, which was the -same as her
sister'’s, ran simply :—“Also of Maude,
sister.of the above, aged 27.” But even
this concession did not pacify Lord and
Lady Jinks, who declared it “outrageous”
that the two sisters should sleep in the
same grave.

The largest desert in the world is the
-Sahara, which is 3,000 miles long and 900
broad.

Paints, Oils, &c.

Just received and in Stock:
4 tons Brandram’s White Lead ;
s £ Colored.Paints :
2 “ Glasgow White Lead ;
2 * London No1l White Lead; -
o ¢ * Colored Paints ;

2 o
5 bbls Iron Ore Paint for Roofs ;
B i “ s

etallic
15 “ Paint Oil;
2 * Turpentine;
l? 0 Whlti.l‘xg'
cask Paris Whiting ;
= %g bbls (}lne;Bl X
Lamp Black.
Ready Mixed Paints by thelb, qt, and gal. __A full
stock of Coach Colors in1 Ib Til::’e. Forsale Whole-

CITY DIRECTORY.

ARRIVAL AND DEVARTURE OF TRAINS.

FiepericToNy RaiLway.—Trains for 8t. John
leave the Station, on York street, daily at
7 A. M., and 2.15 P. M.; and arrive from St.
John at 11.45 A. u. and 7.45-p. w., daily,
Sunday excepted.

Trains for Fredericton Junction, Saint Ste-
hen, Bangor, and all points West, leave
redericton at 9.15 A. M., and arrive from

the same points at 4.40 r. u. daily, Sundays

excepted.

Nzw Bronswick Ramway.—Trains leave

Gibson daily (Sundays excepted) at 7.45

A. M. for Woodstock, Aroostook, Caribou,

Grand Falls, and Etimundawn; and arrive

from those points at 4.30 p. M. Passengers

for St. Leonard and Edmundston remain
over nightat Grand Falls.

INTERCOLONIAL RaiLway.—The Halifax ex-

gress leaves St. John at 8 A. M. daily (Sun-

832).’5 excepted); and arrives at St. John at

P. M

The Halifax and Quebec cxpress leaves St.
John at 7.30 p. M. ; and arrives at 7.35 A. M.
daily, Stndays excepted.

THE POST OFFICE.

The Post Office is situated in the Square on
the corner of Queen and Carleton streets.
The General Delivery, Stamp, and Registry
Offices .are open from 7 A. M. until 8.30 p. M.
daily (Sundays excepted). - Box holders have
access to their boxes until 9.30 p. M. The
Money Order Office is open from 10 A. M. until
4 p. M. Letter Boxes are located as follows -
Near the corner of Waterloo Row and Sun-
bury streets, at the Auditor Genera}’s Office,
the Queen ﬁotel, the Barker House, the W. U.
Telegraph Office, the Brayley H’ouse, and
Loung’s Hotel. These boxes areserved as fol-
lows: At 6.30 A.M., and in -the afternoon,
the Waterloo Row box at12.20; the Auditor's
office box at12.30; Queen Hotel 12.35; Barker
House 12.40; Brayley House 12.50; Long’s
Hotel 12.556; W.U. Telegraph Office 1.00.

The mail for England, via New York, is
made up on Tuesday of each week at 8.20
A.M., and via Halifax on every Friday at
1.40 P.u. ;

THE: CITY OFFICES

are on the ground floor of the City Hall.
They are'open daily (Sunday excepted) from
10 A. . until 4 p. M.

? THE COUNTY OFFICES.
The Office of the Registrar of Deeds is on
he corner of King and St. John streets.
Office hours 10 A.M. to 4 P.x.

The Secretary-Tteasurer of York County
is on Carleton street, near Queen. .

The Clerk of the Peace on Queen strest,
oy’Bosite Phaenix Square.
he Sheritf on Queen street, near St. John.

.

\
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES.

A. F. Randolph, Chairman; C. A. Samp
son, Secretary. ; : 5

Meets at their room, on the Officer’s
Square, on the last Saturday of every month.

SOCIETIES.

Church of England Temperance Society.—
Patron, His Lordship the Metropolitan;
Pregident, Rev. G. G. Roberts; Secretary,
G. Douglas Hazen.

St. Ann’s Lodge, U. T. A., No. 166.—Geo.
J. Bliss, President; J. T. Horseman, Secre-

tary.
Héets every second Thursday in the Re-
form Club Rooms, Queen Street.

Women’s Christian Temperance Union.—
Mrs. Steadman, President; Mrs. Sampson,
Secretary. S

Meets every Wednesday at 4 p. m., at its
ooms in Reform Club building

St. Dunstan’s Total Abstinence Society.—
Pregident, James E. Barry; Secretary, F.
McGoldrick.

Meetings are held weekly in their Hall on
-Regent Street, on Tuesday evening at 8
o’clock. :

York Division 8. of T.—W. P.,, R. H.
Mackey; R. S., A. G. Jarvis.

Meetings are held weekly in the Temper-
ance Hall, on York Street, on Friday even-
ing at 8 o’ clock.

Reform Club.—President, George J. Bliss;
Secretary, Richard H. Philips.

Meetings are held in their rooms on Queen
Street, on the second and fourth Tuesday of
each month.

Young Men’s Christian Association.—
President, G. F. Atherton ; Cor. Secretary,
G. E. Coulthard, M. D.

‘Meets every Tuesday evening at 7.30, and
on Sunday evening at 8 o’clock.

Royal Arcanum, Fredericton Council, No.
165.—W. J. Crewdson, Regent; G. E. Coul-
thard, Secretar{;.

Meets-at'the Y. M. C. A. Rooms the second
and last Tuesday in each month, at 8 p. m.
Limit of insurance, $3,000.

Royal Arcanum, Lorne Council, No. 486—
Regent. G. 8. Peters; Secretary, E. S. Way-
cott.

American Legion of Honor.—Fredericton
Council, No. 274.—Herbert C. Creed, Com-
mander; C. A. Sampson, Secretary. Meets
in Fisher's Building, on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month, at8 p. m. In-
sures from $500 to $5,000.

Home Circle, Maple Leaf Council, No. 26.
—John J. Weddall, Leader; G. E. Coulthard,
Secretary.

Meets on the first and third Thursday in
every month, in Y.M.C.A. Rooms. Insures
from $500 to $5,000.

Fredericton Historical Society.—George E
Fenety, President; A. Archer, Secretary.

Regular meetings on the second Thursda
in January, April, July and October in eaci);
year.

Hiram Lodge, No. 6, F. & A. M.—Harry
Beckwith, W. M.; T. G. Loggie, Secretary.

Meets in Masonic Hall, Carleton Street,
first Thursday in every month.

Fredericton Royal Arch Chapter, No. 77,
Reg. G. R. A. Chapter of Scotland.—G. D.
Lugrin, P. Z.; R. M. Pinder, H.; N. Camp-
bell. J.; A. F. Street, P. P., Scribe E.

Regular Convocation third Wednesday in
evéry month in Mason Hall, Carleton Street.

Alexandria Lodge, F. and A. M.—Alfred
Seely, W. M.; Edgar Hanson, Secretary.

Meets first Tuesday in each month in
Haines’ Hall, St. Mary’s Ferry.

Victoria Lodge, No. 13, I. 0. 0. F.—W. A.
Quinn, N. G.; ohn Withrow, Secretary.

Meets every Monday evening at '8 o’clock,
in the Lodge Room, Edgecombe's Block,
York Street.

Grand Lodge; L. 0. A.—William Wilson,
Grand Master, Fredericton.

Graham Lodge, L. 0. A., No. 20.—W.
Wilson, Master, Joseph Walker, Secretary.

Meets in the Orange Hall, éueen Street,
west end, on the first Friday in every

month.

Walker Lodge, L. 0. A., No. 35.—H. 8
Carman, Master; Geo. S. Parker, Secretary.

Meets in the Orange Hall or *he first Mor-
day in every month.

CARRIAGE BOLTS, &c.

Just received
1 CABE Carriage Bolts; Duck and Drill Azle
Clips; Tufting Buttons and Nails

G o JAMES §. NEJLL,

csuid Mande,

way 19,

7. R. EVERETT.
March 16

THE WEEKLY HERALD.

VN ; o o

The Weekly Edition' of the Herarp will be issued on

EVERY THURSDAY,

{t will be a quarto, that is, an_
eight page paper, and will be printed upon a sheet 31x46
It will be

at four o'clock in the afternoon.

inches in size.

LARGER THAN ANY OTHER SHEET PUBLISHED IN FREDERICTON,

and the equal in size of any p-apor published in the Maritime Provinces.
: will be emphatically

THE FAMILY PAPER OF THE PROVINCE

Something that-every one, rich or poor, wants. It will give all the news of the
week, both home and foreign, up to the hour of going to préss, in
fresh, readable style. To ensure this the services of com-
petent correspondents have been secured who

are to send any late news by telegram.

NO OTHER WEELY PAPER IN THE PROVINCE GIVES TELEGRAPHIC
. NEWS REGULARLY ON THE DAY OF PUBLICATION:

The Herarp will do this, because its aim is to be

‘THE BEST FAMILY PAPER IN THE ¥YARITIME PROVINCES.

I believe a -first-class family paper will pay, and I am going to try the
experiment. . : 3

The WeekLy HeraLp will always contain & good story, will tell all about the mews
of the religious world, will give the CHURCH APPOINTMENTS for the next
Sunday and the ensuing week, and have an

Agricultural Depé,rtment, .

in which it will endeavor to give its country' readers valuable information relating
to the Farm. In this latter respect it will aim at i)cing :

‘an agricultural newspaper.

New Features will be Introduced which Ezperience may show are Desirable.

RemeMBER the HERALD is the only paper in Fredericton which has upon its staff

A CITY EDITOR, WHOSE TIME WILL BE EXCLUSIVELY DEVOTED T0

. LOCAL NEWS.

'

It 1s the oNLY PaPER IN FREDERICTON having a CORPS OF CORRESPONDENTS who  ave

instructed to send in

LATE NEWS BY TELEGRAPH

IT IS THE ONLY PAPER IN FREDERICTON ESPOUSING THE LIBERAL
CAUSE IN POLITICS.

Tur WeskLy Herawp will Nor be simply a reprovr, but will contam much

matter which will appear in nd other paper.

Terms of Subscription—-$1.00 a 'Year, Postage Free

Or delivered free to Subscribers in the City, Gibson and S, Mary’s Ferty.

To Subscribers to the Evewine Hrrarp, or tri- iti ‘
edition will be sent for FIFTY CENTS, TOE e w

3@5~All subsoriptions before January Ist good until Decemberlst, 1882 @

CHAS. H. LUGRIN Editor and Proprietors

Fredericton Deeember 5 1881,




