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FEDERAL HOME
RULE LIKELY
FOR IRELAND

Suggestion of George Nicoll
Barnes,Labor Member of
War Cabinet, Affirmed

MAY BE - ADOPTED

Lloyd George And Othér
Leaders in Favor of
Such a Plan

COMMERCIAL POLICY

Ry Courier Leased Wire

London, May 14.—The speech oI
Sunday in which George Nicoll
Barnes, Labar member of the War
Cabinet, advocated a federal - sch-
eme of honie inle for the United
Kingdom, has attracted much at-
tention in political quarters here
and in Ireland

The lobbyists at Weetminister say
the uiterances was “a trial balioon’’
to test the countiy’s opinion . and
declare that -although the govera-
ment has not decided deiinitely 2n
a federal scheme (Individual mem-
bhers of the cabinet, including Prem-
for Libyd George are inclining
more to such a solution of the Irish
problem. Tais ig due partly 'it is
said, because -ithey believe the Sch-
eme affords the only ¢hance of win-
uing Ulster to home rule.

Some of the cabinét membhers b¢-
lieve also, according to the lobhy
corvespondents, that 'fhere is a
greater disposition  in palli::n;"nt
agd the. ccunt an gvar. befois
Al'dx‘:vfm‘ﬂ 3 e f:'\’ly se éffi&g e 24

The Daily News credits the mip-
futers with the opinion that it is the
best poliey io frame an Irish h(.n)e
rule bpill: which ‘Will be general in
structure and whieh could he fitted
into a subsequent aeét eatablishing

similar feder:il parliglments in Ensg- ¢

land. Scotland and Wales.

The suggestion, however, is Xc-
jected absolutely 'in  Ireland. ac-
lcm'ding to despatches from Dublin
-where, it is said, Mr. Barnes’ speech
was received with angry entempt
1t is declared that if the Irish par-
liamentary party accepts =such 'a
acheme it will be repudiated utterly
by the Irish people. There is, how-
cver, not the stightest probability of
the Irish members of D rliament
giving the least attention fo such a
proposal. Cn the other hz.md, it ’is
¢aid. the northern Unionists will
accept such d solution if Ulst_er is
treated as a separate state unaer it

Commercial Policy ,

London. May 14.—Andrew Bonar
1.aw, ‘'chancellor of the exchequer:
made ‘an important announcemenc
in’ the ‘Hcuae of Commons Monday.
The Times states, when, in reply
a question by Sir Edward Carson, he
said, the Britich Governn}ent in-
tenided to adopt a policy similar to
that of the French Government in
denouneing all commercial eonvc_n—
tions containing a general claus.f
1egarding “moxt favored nations.

‘Juch a step, The Times declares
m its editorial comment, will le?vg
Great Hritain free in maters of -}sz
eal policv. Up to this time tlc;
United Kingdom has been bovnd b\l
commerecial treaties with Alllied an:
neutral countries guaranteeing r:.-'
ciprocal “‘most ]fav%:eds nation

t ficgal matters.
ireég;:gergl‘nl_ treaties with enemy
countries weére terminated by _ the

So long as ecommereial treats

war. The Times

tes remained in forece,
adds, it was impossible for the

United Kingdom to give sp:cla!:‘{
favcrable treatment tc },uzr timmon
tons or Allisg in customs du tes =
imports or fo aifferentiatle be .w‘:e'd
couniries tc which are Jesmor
comme : v
nn'w];hi(s)ebn Aenounced. This de!;‘t‘);:ln
eiation. it 18 sdid, does not

there will De:-2n¥
nedessarily thaf {n the fiscal policy

-adical change
:,'rl(](“f?eqt Britain, but it makes such

le. -
a change 1)095“‘_ e

“WEATHER BULLETIN
A E Toronto, May
: 14-— Since Yyes-
terday showers
have dccurred
from the Ot-
tawa Valley fto
the Maritime
provinces ~ ~and
snow flurries
have been . es-
perienced in
northern Sask-

atechewan.
Forecasts

air to-(la_)'
and ‘om = Wed-
nesday, a - little
higher tempera-

¢ :
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CAMPAIGN FOR HELP

By Courler Leased Wire

Ottawa, May 14.—An edu-
cational campaign to secure
between 2,000 and 3,000 men
to assist the farmers in eastern
Ontario with their haying and
harvesting operations, will be
opened in the churches of Ot-
tawa mnext ‘Sunday under the
auspices of the Ottawa branch
of the organization of resour-
ces committee. The\ pressing
need for men will be explained
from the Dbulpits of practically
every church® in the city.

Ottawa will be asked to sup-
ply the men needed during
the months of June, July, Aug-
ust-and“September on the farms.
of the ten eastern counties. An
effort will be made to keep up
a continuous supply of reserves
so that as one man is forced
-to return to the city, another
will be ready to take his place.
An auxiliary ecommittee - will
endeavor to secure at least one
woman to take the placq of-
every man who goes to  the

country.

pS—

CREDIT DUE
U. S. FLEET

American Navy' Has Co-Op-
erated Splendidly With
British Sea Forces

By Courier Leased Wire

London, May 14.—(Via Reuter’s)
—Archibold Hurd, the nawal expert,
writing in the Daily Telegraph  on
the new situation in the North Sea,
resulting from the Zeebrugge and
Ostend raids, the -extension of Brit-

ish mine fields and the generally in-
¢reasing naval pressure against Ger-
many, says: :

;‘ithe nag;)n will form some concep-
)_of the exte: t;,o,m‘
'ng!b‘gv;é” the %‘m%rlcan navy*:x;]: %%1
manner in which it has co-operated
not only. in connection with the con-
voy system, but in fighting the sub-
marines.

“If the naval situation is improv-
fact that the British and American
leets are working in cle~est accord,
supported by an immense body of
skilled workers on both sides of the
Atlantic, who are turning out_  de-
stroyers and other eraft for dealing
with the submarines, as well as mines
and bombs.

“‘The Germans. ¢an have a battle
whenever they want it. The strength
of the grand fleet has been well main-
tained. Some of the finest battleshios
of the United States nayy are now
associated with it. They are not only
splendid fighting, ships, but they are
well officered and manned. The con-
ditions under which the Germans
would engage us, therefore, are less
favorable than two vears ago.”

FIRST DEGREE GIVEN.

- 8t. PRasil’s Council, Knights of
Columbus, conferred the first de-
gree on a class of ten candidates at
the resular meeting last night, af-
ter which the old and hew members
were addressad by Grand Knight B
§. Mattice, Chancellor Dr. S.- B.
Stinson,’ Very Rev. Dean Brady,

“When the war is over,” he said;

ing to-day, as it is. it i8 due to thel

By Courier Leased Wire
Ottawa, May 14.—When the

Hounse met this morning Speak- °
er Rhodes announced that he
had received a communication
from R. H. Halbeck, chairman
of the Ontario Farmers, who is
chairman of the farmers' organ-
ization in session here, making
the request that the House give
an opportunity to himself and a
couiple of other delegates to ad-
dress the House. The Speaker
read the communication, in
which reférence was made to the
fact that the House had Trecent-
ly received Mr. Samuel Gomp-
ers, .president of the American
Federation of Labor, and which
exyressed the hope that the de-
mogracy” of Canada would be
likewise honored in the presence
of the war. )

Speaker Rhodes said it was a
matter for the House to decide,
as there was no precedent. The
case of Mr. Gompers did not
really constitute a precedent be-
cause he was the representative
~of-a-gy “‘oFfganization in ~ an-
other coun . Toraccede to the
request might be-to establish 'a
dangerous precedent,  because
it would open the door for simi-
lar uests. :

Sir Wilfrid Laurier expressed
the view that the head of a Can-
adian’organization had just as |
good a claim to be heard by '
parliament as the head of an or-
ga of  another ‘country.
Sir Wilfrid referred to the fact
that some years ago the Govérn-
ment of Canadda - had received
a large deputation of
from western Canada. :

Speaker Rhodes remarked
that on that occasion the gath-

. ering. took place, in the separ-
ate chamber, but the House was '
not in session, b ¢

Sir Wilfrid suggested that the
- matter might stand over until -
Sir Robért Borden was present.

Siv George Foster, who was
leading the House, explained °
that Sir Robert Borden was, at .
the;muvlent, engaged with the: -
farmers’ delegation. He threw
out the suggestion that the far-
mers’ representatives - could be
heard: at 6 o’clock when the
house adjourned for the dinner
recess. This, he said, would put

— them on the same footing as

Mr. Gompers, wno addressed the

Rev. Father Padden and others.

London, May 3..—(Correspondence
of The Associated Press).—Misty
weather and an overwhelming
weight in numbers—probably’ four
to pme—enabled the Germans to
push back Major-General Gough’s
fifth army in the opening days of
the epring offensive and to -gain a
decided advantage. The line west
of St. Quentin was held by the Fifth
army, and it only fell baek, fuller,
repayts now available say, after a
most gallant defence. ;
' Fighting desperately all the way
the divisions of the Fifth army were
forced further and further back un-
til belated reserves arrived to stem
the German tide.-

The four army corps of the Fifth
-army held a line fifty miles long.
To provide against a  determined
attack a “deep system’” of defences
‘had been built.” The outer system
was composéd of concrete, block-
‘houses and similar defences, so
i placed and construcied as to pour a
deadly ‘crossfire on an attacking
enemy from any point.

But- this system of -defence, re-
lied upon to hold the enemy until
reserves ‘could Le moved up, failed,
owing to weather conditions.  The
Germans fnade their attack In a
dense mist through which the de-
fenders could not discern the enemy
until they were within a few yards
of the blockhouses. - The outer sys-

/
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House after its adjournment.

WEATHER RESPONSIBLE
" FOR GOUGH'’S DEF

EAT

7

tem did not have the opportunity to
use its gtrong crossfire anqg, after a
stubborn struggle, was overwhelmed
or compeiled to reétire. i

In the area known as the ‘‘battle
zone,” ‘behind the blockhouses, the
enemy was held throughout the first
day in desperate hand-to-hand fight-
ing.. Then the overwhelming num-
erical superiority of the ememy be-
gan to tell.. The line-weakened and
breaks soon developed.  How dog-

if" ‘ ; i

British Fifth Army Was Pushed Back by Sheer Weight |
of Numbers in Opening Days of German Of-
ensive—Aftermath of the Battle

gedly the British resisted is shown |

by-the fact that all breaks occurred
at the juncture of army corps and
not along the line held by a par-
ticular. corps. 3 sk ) ¢
One large break mnecessitated a
retiremnent for a .considerable - dis-
tance. - This had fo ‘be Tepeated
again and dgain as fresh breaks de-
veloped and the expected: reserves,
delayed by difficulties ind
front, failed to-get up in' time.
The jmmediate reserves dlvisions
of the Fifth army had been thrown
in at the beginning of the battle.
when. the breaks  developed and
were immediately -absorbed .and used

up. F
\ _General‘ Gough and his corps com-
manders have nething but praise for
‘all the vnits concerned in the fight-
ing. “They all ‘did well,”” 'said oune
of the.officers. “Some, perhdns. did
better than others, but nowe of them
failed, and no blame ean he attached

4 Kenzie, Sarnia,

behind  the }

|

THE PETITION
.The petition to the farmers
and members of the cabinet
read: & pulo bt ¢

“We come before vou at this
most critical moment ef  the
deadly struggle for the preser-
vation of the liberties of the
world. £ ;

‘“Ilepresenting . the  agricul-

‘ Aurists and food producers of
Canada, we desire to approach
you and place before youw' our
. well comsigered’ regard-
ing Canada’s part in the furth-
er prosecution of this war.

“This is a world war ang ‘it
is daily becoming mere evident
that if decisive victory is 1o
come to the ‘Allied -torces, .~ it

" must be diréctéd from a world
point of view. ' That being so,
the respopsible heads of each
of the Allied sations should -
never by their direction seek to
minimize vhat part which their

nation. is p@mtiy Fitted

to de.
“MSince: » Joutbreak ‘of . this
war, Canadians have taken &
brilliant part, but we are few
in numbers. At the ‘best we
can-only hold a small sector in
tiie battle line.

‘“Canada- is pre-eminently a
food producing country.:  In
the ceurse of this long drawn

Sir Robert Borden Engaged in Hearing With Monster
Deputatign of Farmers This Morning; Importance ' of
Production in Canada Emphasized, and Demand For
Adequate Help Voiced

struggle the business . of faod
productior.  lis  pre-eminently
Canada’s portion. Kver since
the opthreak ot the war this
fact has been strikingly empha-
Sized by you, Sir Robert, and
the members of  your. cabiunet,
that argicultare was the first:
indnstry in which your gev-
ernment specially - instructed
those whose eénergies it - enm-
gaged, to redoubls their effoits
in greater production and in sv
‘doing- they wounld be placing
themselyes as divectly  in- the
line of attack as though em-
ployed in“ the trenches.  Your
government made - this com- .
‘mamd by publishing the Agri-
cultural war beok
ing your patriotism and pro-
duction  campaign an
1915, directly after 'the out-
break of the war, in wlicl
your; millister of = agriculture
2 lavres: ’ ; < 4

40 increase Cthe. food ~supply
for the-Britishey at. home anc
the British soldier &t the frovt,
is doing his share -in.this gig-
antic strugzgle.’ -
4o stil]l farther  strengthen
‘tkis eonviction in the mihds. of .
© youtselyes-and thio. farmer s a7
Continued. on Page Five

Mr. E. A. Ball of this city, super-.
visor -of registration for Northern
Ontario, this morning announced
the following list of registrars for
the ‘electoral districts -under - ‘his

jurisdjetion:—
Alfred F. Scott,

3 Brant, Sergt.
Paris, Ont. :

4 Brantford, John 8. Dowling,
Brantford, Ont., 86 Dalhousie St.

11 Elgin East, Richard A. Pen-
hale, St. Thomas, Ont., R. R. No. 8.

12 Elgin West, William Heard, St.
Thomas, Ont.; 44 Elizabéth St.

13 Essex North, Chas. A. Smith,
Windsor, Ont., 6 Windsor Ave.

14 KEssex South, harles Clark,
Harrow, Ont. g

29 Kent, W. E. Mchoudx, Chat-
jham, Ont. ’ %

23 Hamilton East, Major Chester
S. Walters, Hamrilton, Ont.

H

| 21 Haldimand
Clws&,onts AT %
. 37 Londonm, R. A.
Ont,, Ontario Lean Bldg. - :
., 36 Lincoln, W. R. Robertson, St.
éatharineu., Ont.,
Scotia Bldg: .~ ¢

Alvinston, Ont.
32 Lambton !

Ont.
g:;rald,_ London, Ont., 110 Dundas

‘Mt. Brydges, Ont.

\coe, ‘Ont., 112, Colborne St. ' :
47 Oxford North, - Henry Bneath,
Woodstock, Ont., e S
Oxford, Sheriff
Woodstoek, Ont.

24 Hamflion . West, . 1. E. Frid,
. = e

Bayly, London, |-
Bank of -Noval:
+'31 Lambton Bast, James H. Leg,|

' Col. Robt. Me-| Qive
2 3-8'rn'(id”dlesbx; Ets\, W. . Fitz-|

39 Middleses West, John ' Brodie,;.
42 Norfolk, Adam eo. Rose, Sim- B’

s

Mr. E. A. Ball of This City Anfiousc
"Those Selected to Conduct We
Under His Supervision — Registrat
ion Opportunity For Service =~ .

S =
F s

Robertson for the pitpose c;t.’.um -
ing out the registration of ° :
and woman power _of Canada, in
order that the information 80 ob-
tained y be utilized" to proceed
intelligéntly with the m

of the entire resources of
towards the successful pre
of the war. Data of milita:
will be secured, but the ms
pose to”be served by this de
all males and females

cultural ‘and industrial labor to the
‘end of securing the maximiim re-
sults- from the productive labor of
the Canadian’ people—especially as
regards the essentials of war, One
it 1s expected will follow the ecensu
will be a mbre em&%lnt!ormw

of the agricultural forces 'of ~

Jia, - 't' o g
' 77 Wentworth, Wm.
Rockton, Omt. =~ - -
. /Notes on.

ind,  John' E. Carpen

\

The Canada Registration
has been created under “the pri

to any division' in the Fifth army.'’ dengy of: Honarable - Senator ‘}0:1“‘3;

>
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.. fthe lost ground, owing to the value

GREAT EXPECTATIONS.

By Courjier Leased Wire

Bulletin, - Amsterdam, May
14.—Emperor:- William has
issued a - preoclamation con-
cerning Lithuania, in~ which
he says it is assumed Lithu-
ania will participate in t!he
- war burdens of Germany.

In tbe proclamation the “in-
dependenee’” of Lithuania, al-
lied with the German Empire,
is recognized. ]

“We assume that the con-
ventions to he concluded,” tve
preclamation = says further;-
“will take the inferests of the
German Empire into account,.
equally -with those of Lithu-
ania ‘and that Lithuania = will
participate in, the war burd-
ens of Germany, whieh s3cur-
ed her liberation.”

Lithuania is’ one of  the
form Ruseia border  states
which thg Germans have at-
Ttempted to set up as nomin-

countries “

ally © independent
‘under fGerman influence,
i

'REPULSED

Fee Failed in~ Attack on
- Monte Corno, Recently

VWon by Italians

By Courier Leased Wire

:Italian Army  Headquarters - in

Northern, Italy, Monday, May 13.—
 Asgsociated  Press)—Italian

ORT 1

desperate enemy attempt last night
to redeem the loss of Mente Corno.
1t is pelieved that this was only the
first of 'a series of efforts to regain’

" the ‘which commands = the]
approaches to the valley leading
from 'Trent to Rovereto. _ ;

" The fight last might was in the
darkness, and was a bloody hand-«to-
hand struggle over thg rocky slopes

tions, however, were mglntaineq dn-
Thus far the fighting around Mon-
te, Corno has been of local character,

3 STt 6

and not a part of any general offen- |

sive, although the outposts show in-
,cr?-ing activity all along the moun<
(faif’ front. . .

nd the fmminence of a

] ths will ~ be ‘ope:

fices "or booths will - be ope
conveniently situated locations;

| during the night in the Somme and

of the mountain. The Italian pesi-| '

which -\threatens our |
A T S

German Guns Continued &
_Heavy Fire on Somme
and Ancre'Fronts . .|,

/MINOR OPERATIONS

G ——— £t
British Successful in Raid
. Near Robecq—Hun At- "

tempt Failed ~ 2}
NEW DRIVE COMING? .
By Courler Le-qe’d,erg \(‘\ ‘\‘l*

London, May -14.—German arm:
lery fire 'was violent last night 4nm
the Somme and Ancre sectors, says
the official statement frem Fiela

Marshal Haig {o-day. i
The statement follows: i
raid

{We carried out'a successful
last . night northeast of Ro
(Flanders) and captired a few
prisoners with slight casuailties to
ourselves. ; A party ‘of the
which ‘attacked one’ of our

loss. Aty e
The shostile “artille was activé”
Angcre swctom‘r:.e & €45 e
} 'rench Official gy
"Paris, May 14.—Heavy artillery
fizhting in the Cham: is report-
ed in’to-day’s official statement. .
- Only patrol actions occurred -gn
the main battle front. in Picardy.
The announcement follows: .
‘Freneh patrols carried out o
[ations north-of ~Hangard (on" :the
ifront before Amiens) near 1
and west of the Meuse, bringing bok
prisoners. We easfly répulsed a Ger-
man_raid on small French posts
northwest of Orvillers-Sorel. 4
“The’ artillery fighting was rather
soiited in’  the:. Champagne, : near
Butte du ‘Mesnil, and in the Vosges.
A German local attack north of La
Fecht was repulsed by . fire. =
“There is- nothing to report else-
Wwhers, 1 o e b g
. Committed, as they
;tm;a,t!onéqt" :m:;y fighting
western front, the Germans

fore

factories, sehool houses,

rlg every municipality, and.
10 overy registrant. |
Volunteer Assistance Ene

A ‘,T,j
nizations, ;.Mﬁo

8 densus of

f in Canada 'of charge, suitable
over 16 years of age will ufidoubted-"
1y be the better distribution of agri-

4 e e shipita
m re::'“ch'uon officials
€ din

sible- manner, by pro

f cha litable loca

‘buildings, ete., and by

volunteer helpers to. do the clerical
‘work. The registration offices will
be kept open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m}
‘hence the necessity of = pro
lightin'g ‘facilities - for the 'reg

tion places.: = e 4

west of Merville, was repu]ged; o —




