
6 ART AND) WAR

of history that bas a tangible permanent The war memorials of antiqu~ity-
forin. Ruskin is right îndeed in proclaiming Egyptian, Assyrian, Greek and Roman
the book of art alone as quite trustwortby -long almost excIusively to the domain
among the great nations' three maniuscripts. of plastic art. Ancient Egypt was proliflc in
The acts are facts that may be misutnder- monuments commemorating ber war-like
stood, misinterpreted, or fergotten. The achievements, or rather the victories and
words are either the conscientipissly assorted conquests of her rulers who were credited
drybones of history, or the isolated thouglits with the attributes of divinity and loom. in
and opinions of an individual who need gigantic proportions over the pigmies wlth
net necessarily be the exjpression of the whomn the battlefieids are crowded. These
thought and opini1ons of his period or scenes, carved in Iow relief on the walls of
race. But the art of any epoch exprese temples and tomnbs are wholly 'inncenlt of
the very soul and essence of the people by perspective and foresbertening,. and the~

cen f the mos iniversal of ail languages. lan dscape setting, where it ocçurs at <ail, is
We are not bere cotieerned with art in treated like a map on a vertical surface.

genrali but with art as applied te war The most imposing of these reliefs, at
memporials. Iu some way every picture or Karnak, deipicts,'on a wall surface of over

pc f sculpture representing an incident 2oo ft. in length, the battles of Seti I., the
ofwarfare mnay be regairded as a war father of the great Ramses. Stil1 earlier,

cemriaI, provided that it belongs to the dating frein th<e 1 5 th çentury, IB C., is
time 'with which it deals, and exprese the Thutmose III's buge obelisk from Karnak,
spirit of that turne. The niost painsaking now in Constanutinople, M4th the heo
archSological recosrcin of patperiods glyphic inscription -: "Thti05e, w

hav niterdocmetaynor histrie crosd the great Bend of Na1L4Z (Eu
vale, nd anntstrctl spakigb<e pbrates> with might and with victory a

regadedas ar emoias. Cosd d the head of his army."
fro tht pintof ie, Missnie's amos t was not unusual for the Egyptian

seris o exuistivev wougt pitins cnquerors tc mark the extre»e liuits of
deaingwit th fi;tNapleo's attes, tdiw expeitions, in Ethiopia» ai s

higl esemdtog hyb ycletr ymmriai coliu2ns or obelEko to hav

an lvesofmiiaue-ik insh fd ito thi iag aredinggati sz o sm

insgniicace efoe te tchncaly vstl rok b th radsd.Hrdtsmnin


