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THE

 PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER,

SESSION,

GPENING OF THE LEGISLATURE.

The Legisleture havieg, by Proclamation, been
summoned te meet for the dispateh of business on this,
Thursday, the 16tk February, His Excellency
Lorce [Fuspas, Wsquire, was pleased (o open the
essiun with the fellewiag

SPEECH
My, President and Honorable Genllemen of the Legisla-
tive Councal:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:
it nffords me great satisfuction {o meet you, as-
sembled us yeu aow are, for the discharge of your
umporiant duties.

In alluding to those subjects to which 1 would more
purticalarly direct your aitention, I am persuaded
that you will, on eniering on their censideration, do
33 with the sole desire to further the best interests
of this Colony. :

[ would direct your atfention io the necessity
which exists for perfecting the present system ot
tducation throughout the Island; and more particu-
iarly would 1 invite you to consider ihe propriety of
veconstructing the arrangements on which the Cen-
tral Academy is mow based, in order that the in-
creasing rveguirements for instruction in the higher
branches of learaing may be met, and the usefulness
of that establishment augmented.

The arvangement, under which the Public Roads,
Bridges and YWharves, are at preseni maintained and
vepaired, is somewhat irregular and ansatisfuctorvy,
‘This subject is well worthy of your notice, so that
you may couceri and inature a more eficacious
method, )

M. Speaker and Genilemen of the House of Jssembly:

The address which, last Session, vou submitied!
to the CTrowa, praying that a Caemmission be ap-|
pointed to investigate und settle the whole yuestion |
of Laad Tenures, was graciously received by Her;
Majesty; a considerable delay has occurred at home
in arranging the preliminaries of the Commission,
but that delay was unavoidable. A very shosi time!
will now suffice to complete the formation of a Com-|
mission, from the labours of*which 1 anticipate the
best results. :

1 have directed the Accounts of the last year, and
the Estimates for the present, to be lajd before you.
Theso have been prepared with every atiention to
aconomy, and with a due regard to the efficient per-
formance of the public service.

My, President and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legisialive
Lounesd:
My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assemnbly:

I rsjoice fo be sble to znnounce to you that the
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Revenue, of tac jermuaiion of the Fuanciel Year,
eahibits u very sutisfactory appearance; silll, us the
public debt is cousiderable, it wili be your duiy to
use your hest endeavour to mainlain, and if possible,
aungment the income of the Island.

In this diveciicn much may be accomplished by a
greater attention being bestowed on ihe munner iu
which the Duties on Foreign and Home made Spirits
ave imposed aad collecied. The Laws, alse, regu-
tating the issue of Tavern Licenses, I commend to
vour consideration, for revisal,

The want of Light-houses on the East and North
Capes of the lslund has been, long sericusly feit, and
their absence has oceasioned greal ioss of life and
property. 1 have communicaied with the Govern-
ments of the adjoining Provinces, with the view of
chtuining their assisiance and co-operation with us
io make good this defictency. Oun receiving replies,
i shall direct them to be iaid befure you. The methad,
at preseni, adopied for the collection of Light duties,
appears defective, und- is capable of being advanta-
geously readjusted.

A preliminary arrangement has beea made, by
the Government, with the Dank of Prince Edward
Island, by which, for the futare, Treasury Warrants
can be at once exchangsd for cash, The absence

of this facility has loag been felt as a great incon
venience. To confirm ihis arrangement an Act of

the Legisiature is required.

{ have received from His Grace the Duke of New-
castle, a Despateh, which shall be laid beiore you:
i relates to the sabject ol the pre-payment of Letters
addressed to Hagland, This system prevails i all
the other North American Colonies, and is produc-
tive of much convenience @ I therefore feel assured
vou wiil give the matter your consideration, with the
view of complying with the wishes of Her Ma-
jesty’s Government, that it be adopted in this Colony
alse,

The several Aets of the Legislature of last Session
have received the approval of Her Majesty, and are
now in operation.

From the Statute Buosk of the Island not having
been revised tor seme years, much benefit wonld
result from the consolidation of the Laws, to the pro-
priety of which 1 would direct your notice.

VWe have rsason for deep thankfulness to Alinighty
God for the bountiful harvest and general prospemty
with which, during the past year, this Colony has
been blessed; and [ fervently pray that ilis favour
may be continued to us, and that His wisdom mny
direct your deliberations, for the advancement of the
wellare of this Isiand,



