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,here, might quote the epinidns of George Coles, for:
thé systmy in this Islaid is talked ofin the neighbor-
ing Colonigs ag-being thu best system possible. . He.
{Mr. 0.) agreed. with the ben, Col. Secretary, that
‘here should have heen ¢ eluuse in the Act 1o comwe
pelthe uttendance of children at sehvol. It wis ob-
jected thiad the people  do not now take a - sufficient
interest in the schools.. There might be some truth
.13 the statement, but if such was the case, it wasthe

. whoid not visit “ihe schools perhaps. obve in four
- yaars.  Under thie Act, the people were made to feel
.- thut they 'had’ @n  interest in the schools, as tiey
“would not get a téacher without first erecting a suit-
.. able building, and supplying books and other things

“necessasy. fa one pluce, he (Mr. C.) had read of,

i péople supported the teachers, - Here they had re<’
| versed thut gystem, and made the people provide the
. - houses and [urniture, while the Goverdment paid the
téachers.  The people alse felt the land tax, as di
rectly paid. for the support of education. And he
. helieved it would have been belter for the Govern-
_ment, instéad of the alteration proposed, to have
raiged ihe land tax to.3s 4d an acre, which would
‘" have. given £2000, and to have taken £5 off the
Teachers’ salgry, whieh’ would have amounted to
-~ £2000 more. . Amendments like these would have
“'relieved the pressure on the revenue, and would have
"-been better than goipg back {6the old system. The
hon. member 'for-»,‘Georg:é‘_&!wnfha‘d ‘stated that free
education alone had left the ' Clolony £90,000 in debt.
It was not’ educatioft that wasthie cause of all the{
+ debt of the country; but-evédif it had been the ocen-
sion of increasing it, the outhiy would noet be,lost; as

' froin ten years op&ration of the Free Education Act
" The hon. member had also said-that they were now
. Introducing the system of education adopted in the
most enlightened countries. It was a strange thing
if the old system which we had in this Colony vears
. ago, was the most perfect ia the world. It had been
" stated, in excuse of the School Visitor, that he had
not time to visit all the schools in the couniry; but
- he (Mr. C.) had heard a clergyman of some expe-
. rience say, that he wus mistaken if he could not waelk
through the Island and visit all the schoo's once
year. It was proposed in the Bill tb have two Visi-
~tors; but he maintained that it was more judicious to
_give a good inspectdr, such as Mr. Stark, £300, then
. hdve.two complaining that they were not sufficiently’
“paid. The hon. members who supported the Gio-
- vernment, should not-charge those on thisside of the
“House with factious opposition. There was dan im-
. .portant priniciple involved in the change proposed in
- ‘the Bil] under ¢onsideration. Ifall the advantages
. were nut derived from the present system that might
< _be; on acceunt. of the children not attending school,
¢ ‘he would go for bringing in a cluuse to compel their
" attendance, but he could not support a.measure
. which was simply a return to the old system, He
would still press his amendment that the Bill be read
this day three months. ) ‘ '

w

;,_T;{'iie House :ﬁen divideﬂ on ‘the motibn of amend-
ment, when there appeared— .
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tault of the Government, inkeeping a person is office |

the Government. built the gghool-houses, while the |-

there was no telling the  benefit which had resulted |

8,; antﬁ.,' H ,w,{ o,

Hensley, 2
Walker, Sinclair—1 _ o
 Acansy rr—Messrg“Longworth, Col. Secretary,.
Pope, Gray, Lazird, Kaye, Montgomery, Melenpan, -
Briecken, Yeo, Howat, Duncan, Green, Haslom—14
- The maia motion’that the Bill be read a second
time was then pug and carried 15 to 11, Mr Ramsay,
who was absent during the former division, voling
with the majority. o T
Phe Biil was accordingly read a second time and .. -
commiited to Commitiee.. A shert time having been
spent in Committes, progress was reporied and-the

House sdjourned,

Wa rburion, Suthetipn
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AFTERNOGN SJTTING. o
S o Aphitis.
The House went into the order of the day, viz.,
Commities of the whole on consideration of the Re- -
port of the*Special Committee on the Public Ac-
‘counts—Dr. Binclair in the chair, AT
After the peport had been read by the chairman-—
Hon. Mr. COLES said he had a great number of
papers before him, but as it would take him a long
time to get through them, and he would only, he
supposed, be finding fault with the leader of the late’
Government, he did not! think he would enter into’

the subject. He was disposed to det the present
A‘dminis&rawg ‘a fair trigl, and tp give the
present leader an opportunity of proving himself a
better finangier than his predecessor. "He (Mr C.)
thought that the chairman of the Special Commitiee
(Mr John Yeo) deserved a great deal ‘of credit for
preparing & report which had been signed by all the
members of Committee, even those belonging io the
minority of the House.. The Report contained no
one-sided explanations, it was simply an unvarnished
statement of facts. .

- Hon. Mr. LONGWORTH was happy to find
that the hon, leader of the Opposition took such a
fair view of the case. There was no doubt that the
revenue last year had not been equal to the expendi-
ture. He {Mr L.) was also happy to find that the

‘accounts were so correct that the mewbers of Com-

mittee, belonging to both sides of the House, had no
difficulty in" signing the Report, The Committee
had only a right to state facts, and not to draw infer~
ences therefrom. They had, therefore, strictly ad-
hered. to their duty. He thought it ought to be
gratifying to every member of the House, that there
was so much unanimity on a matter of such import~
ance as the Report of the Committee on Public Ac-
counts. - : o ) .

Hon. Mr. HENSLEY could also express his grati-
fication that there was such a good feeling between
hon’ members, and that ihere was likely to be very
little discussion on a subject which frequently occu-
pied the:time of the House for two or three days.
He thought there was a probability that the revenue
'would meet the expenditure for the current year,

Hon. Mr. WARBURTON, as one of the members
of the Committes on Public Accounts, would certain-
ly pay his tribute of praise to the Chairmag, for the
fidelity with which he" had discharged hif duty, It
-was unaecessary that he {Mr W.) should remark on
the several items of- the Report, as it would speak ~

For ir—Mesgrs, Coles, Kelly, Th o#‘nlddf? ’Q@giéﬁi

for itself. He was garry,_‘ﬁowaver, ‘that it showed



