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“

Minute of the T xecutive Council in Commxttoo. Lt

To IIis Eecelleney the Hoiorchle  Arthur ][«rmi//un P!»;'u’un,‘ C. M. G Licutenans .-
(for ernor u/ the Drorinee of New Braeseicle, de. &eo dee. '

The E \ccutuc Councd in Committee, have had under consideration Your I’*{ccllcucv

Memorandum submitted to them in December last, upon thoe subject of their Memorandum
forwarded by Yonr Excellency to His Grace the Duke of Neweastle, in relation to the.
pro posed change in the mode of appointinent to the Presidency of the Legislative Couneil.

“The Council observe, that' while Your Excelleney agrees with them as to the propriety
of the change in the mode. of .|ppou1tnn.m Your h\mc]loncv objects to the tenure of the.
office as suggested hy them.

In the tenth paragraph of the Memorandum, Your hxcelleny rcmarks that in.a countr Yy
like this a tendency to hcqueut changeés is natumlly strong, inasmuch as thers are no insti-
tutions which, from their antiquity or their inherent dignity. ¢kiim an involnntary respect. -

- The Council re.ullly admit that their Institutions have not the antiquity of those of many
-other and older ¢ountries ; they are nevertheless not prepared to admit that the people of

- this country desire change for the mere sake of change; but whern they seck un alteration
in their Institutions, it is with a v iew to nnprov and .uhpt them to the altered circumstan-
ces and condition of the country.

The Council cainot appreeiate ‘the force of lonr E xcel]cm'\ s argument, that the
- frequent election of the President of the Legislative Couneil will have the effect to impair

the permanent character of that Body ; they now hold their situation during good behaviour,
which is practically a life tenure, and their number is-limited—urider these cireuinstances
the Council are of opinion that the clection by themselves of one of their own number to
preside over their deliberations, will not in any degree disturb the elements of stability
which now exist in that Branch of the Legislature.
. Fhe Council entertain no apprehension that the. contunplatcd change will Tessen. the
. dignity. of that office, or result in the election of persons incompetent to exercise its func-
tions. That body as at present composed, has many gentlemen whose intelligence, character
and education cminently qualify them for the oﬂicc. and the Couneil hive every confidence
that whatever change may hereafter take place in its composition, there will be found
many persons in every respeet fully competent: for the situation, and they are well assured
that the intellizence and ‘integrity which have hitherto churacterized that branch of' the
Le«lh]atum, will seeure a ]lllelOUb selection for the office.

The House of Assembly is a changing. Body, but its past_history af’ords no 1n~xr:mce inf
which an incempetent person has Leen <lected its Speuker ; in inany cases the same person
has been elected more than ouce ; and in the change now sought to be made, there will be
nothing to prevent the election of the same person twice, or even oftener, Jf he i3 f’ouud to
possess y claims or qualifications superior to others.

The Council do not agree with the opinion e\prescod by Your hxcellency in the
thirteenth p'lra"mph of wur Menioranduim ; the argument cmployed rather implies that -
the Government is a permanent body, or at all events that it might exist a term sufliciently
Iong to enable all its supporters to occupy the office of President. This in the nature of
thmr's cannot occur. Under the system of Responsible Government now established, fre-
quent changes of Government necessarily take place, and besides, the Council have no fear
that any Government would aid or give its support to the clection of any person not quali-
fied for the p(wt

* (Signed) S. L.‘TI_LI;EY, o P.,Ml'rcimm,, )
W. H. Steeves, - W. E. PErigy,
A.J. SumrrH, | GEORGE L. HATHEWAY,
. L JonN M‘MiLLAN,  JAMES STEADMAN
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