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ilinute of he Executive Couneil in Committee.

To IiS Errelle.t ib>nore ide Arthur Hamilton Gordon, th. . (Y., ,ieutenut
( ori rnor ofthe Irrine of .N'.. Jrune.urik, &c'. &c. <*.

The Execut.ive Concil in Committee, have had under consideration Your Excellecy's
Memorandum submitted to themi in I)eemîîîber last, upon the subject of their Meimiorandlmumi
forwarded by Your Excelleney to Ilis mace the Duke of Newcastle, iii relation to the.
proposed change in the mode otf appointinent to the Jresidecy of the Legislative Couneil.

The Council observe, that wlile Your Excellency agrees .witlh thein as to the propriety
of the change in the mode ot'r pointument, Your Excellency objects to t lie tenure of t lie,
office as suggested by themt.

Ini- the teuth paragraph of the Memorandum, Your Exeelleny remarks thàt in.a country
like this a tendency to frequenit changes is naturally strong, inasmuch as there are no insti-
tutions whicl, fromî their antiquity or their inherent dignity, chiimîî an involmutary respect.
The Council readily admit that their Institutions have not the antiquity of those of nmany
other and older countries; they arc uevertheless not prepared to admit that the people of
this country desire change for the mre sake of change; but whei they seek an alteration
in their Institutions. it is with a vicw to improve and adapt thei to the altered circurstan-
ces and condition of the euuntrv.

The Couneil eatinot appreciate -tie force of Your Excelleney's argumeit, that the
frequent election of the Presidenit of the Legislativc (oiuncil will have the effect to impair
the peraentcharacr othat Bdy ;ty ow hold i iation dri ood beliaviour, -

which is practically a lifle tenure, and their number is-limited-uîtder these cireu'istance.
the Coutncil are of opinion that the election by themuselves of one of their own numuber. to
preside over their deliberationis, will not in any degr:ec. disturb the eleiients of' stability
which now exist in that Branch of the Legislature.

The Council entertain no appreliension that the contemplated change will lessen. the
dignity of that office, or result in the election of persons incompetent to exercise its fune-
tions. That body as at-presentomposed, has nîany gentlemen whose intelligence, character
and education eiiminently qualify theiu 1or the office, and the Council haive every confidence
that whatever change may hereafter take place in its eomposition, there will be found
nîany persons in every respect fully competent for the situation, and they are well assured
that the intelligence and integrity which have .hitherto claracterized that branci ofthe
Legislature, will secure a judicious seleetion'for the office.

The Ilouse of Assembly is a changing. Body, but its past history affords no instance iii
which an incompetent person lias been elected its Speaker ; in inîany cases the'samne person
has been elected more than once; and in the change now sôught to be made, there .will Ibe
nothing to prevent the election of the sane person twice, or evei oftener, if hç is found to
possess claims or qualifications superioruto others.

The Council do not agree .with the opinion expressed by Your Excellency in the
thirteenth paragraph of your Meniorandun; the argument emnployed rather implies that
the Grovernment is a pernîminent body, or at all events that it migit exist a terni suflicientlv
long to enable all iLs supiporters to oceupy the office of President. This in the nature of
things cannot occur. Under the systen of Responsible Govermnient now established, fre-
quent changes of Governnent necessarily take place,. and besides, the Council have no fear
that any Governmnent would aid or give its support to the election of any person not quali-
lied for the post.

(Signed) S. L. TILLEY, P. MITCeELL
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