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The Baited Trap
A Story in Five Parla by Exkvin Baird

PACT IV

It all had e oea a beet eo easily, eo 
naturally, without area the faiateat 
suggestion of a jar, that Bob felt »■■■ 
what like a all ia a dream. That he
eà ou Id be oa terme of friendship, If aol 
downright iatimaejr, with thia glortoue 
girl whom be bad adored from afar— 
It warned too woadorfal to bo actually 
true Hit feet trod w clouds, taelead 
of asphalt pavtag blocks. A tbrilliag 
eahilaratioa buoyed him ep talus ira 
tiagly. Ho deweloped. quite surprising 
ly, aa easaepeelod aimbleaew of wit, 
ead whea they ewuag iato the ultra- 
faahioaable eprlag lids of Miehlgau 
Boulevard he was «laverly holding hie 
own with hie two efferveeewt com- 
imaioaa Prom tiaw la time, aa they 
moved earthward agaiaet the well- 
dreeead crowds, he stole sidelong looks 
at Dolores, who walked beside him. She 
was w mack Saar, w mack mere da 
Ugblfml, sad more bwatlfal sad 
charm tag l haa he had ever imagined 
her la be. Her pbetograpk bad tat-l Mm 
mack, bad Mated 6f the depth ad rha 
rector that lay beawlk the beauty of 
her face, but bar photograph aoa 
teemed a color leas, llfalaaa thing.

•• Nee# of 'em do her justice, " he 
thought. "And to thiak that I «race 
believed ah# eoeldsl com# up te these 
ptetarua ia every day life!*'

Aa odd qsirk of fancy recalled the 
epeeiag of “A Teeemeot Tragedy" 
and the barrer he ha-1 felt a mtaute 
later It reemed a l-ag way off bow 
•ad mm* aareal—uh. aa aapleeeaal 
dream, age# eld—and a at hr the etna 
grot stretch of hie imagiBailee could he 
associa ta thia radiant i oeag erre' u re ia 
the May waehia# with the htdeeee 
old woman he had awe ee the glwwy 
slag*. Bat it me red him la eeh, aa 
wee as he had aa ape*lag:

" Did I at eat yea girls whea I 
ep ia the I awl re sad e'appod»" |

The girls sac haa gad qui- k gUa.se, 
than bars* late web whale hwrtad 
leaghter that a passerby—a narrow
• hoeldered youth weerlag a wash howl 
hat —aha# he ead his slop and smiled at 
thorn sweetly.

Boh too hod at them ia pawled gaud 
eatera

"Did I at earthing loans !" he 
ashed whoa they hod left the syrupy 
youth bobtud

Ihu wet them tele soothe# outburst 
of mirth. Kridoally he had said seme
• Meg eery fussy indeed

"We err# Ihishiag." eetd Dolores, 
stall latfiiaf, "of paylsg pee la do 
that regularly el every porfocmaaaa. ** 

"It'a the wly thing that Tl ever get 
the sketch acroos. ' ’ darlarod Misa PVshor 
with aa rmphattc aad a# her bleed bead 
that wt the aigret ee bar bat iramhltag 
lake a cacastalk ta a aman wind 
"Il"a a «lever yea aw." aaplateed 

|« H«b
"A «lever!" Bah battled hie hrwm 
"A fella re We're doing big tiaw

with it, bet It weal go What dsd ye# 
iMak of ill"

II •oral v compelled Bah la eeewwr. 
» As far aa I ww of I*. H warned pretty 
good Bet I didel wa H eB"

The girts agate laughed, the eat w 
arahsraatly w bofare
"Dore «ru proof of He raahaeaa," 

sodded Mme Plaher "Ha realdat rtaed 
the agwy "

Boh leddeeed
"The truth la 1 didel hey a iwhel 

la aw the play, esaelty, 1 bought H 
Hr aaalhrr ream '*

"Tea bought H it as the traised 
eats!" weaned Delores 

"I didst area heew they bad traised 
cats Mu, that 010*1 H I weal la 
the theatre bora we I wealed— " He 
pa wed Me ww lee* lag ep late hie 
fere ead ha aw gunag dews lata bar 
eyee—the meal marietta** «yea la the 
usivarus' Ha ww a Ml af heu«aa la 
weh af them Hie heart grew warm 
aad began to swell ttbe a pee a# dough 
aa the hack af a Mtrheo wage He 
wealed la wy. "I wealed la aw yam." 
Bet hew isaid hat The swelling of has

heart almost suffocated Mm aad 
wouldn 1 let him speak.

Aad, anyhow ma uafentente mishap, 
whhrh occurred a moment later, pel aa 
abrapt climax oa the sit nation aad 
sprayed his glowing ardor with ice 
water. Because of hie all absorbing in­
terest ia Dolor# 'a eyw be ww, of so 
cruelty, walking with his hwd turned 
sidewise. Thus blinded to lb# road 
abwd, he collided aqaarely, aad with 
considerable force, with a pertly matron 
a ho t had jwt alighted from her limoa 
siae aad ww proceeding with eaeewir# 
dignity across the sidewalk toward a 
millinery establishment, followed by a 
liveried footman bearing aa enormous 
band boa. The matron was outraged, 
tbo net at all hart, aad ia answer te 
Bab's eoafwed apology she rained a 
puarl handled lorgnai la to her eyw, 
surveyed him coldly, marmoreal wme 
thing about "aa uncouth ref «as, " 
aad proceeded oa her war.

Whea Bob overtook hie companions, 
who, aadrsirows of u itaweiag his dis 
romltars, had coasidoratoly walked ee, 

•a train of thought was side tree hod 
Hut there ww someth lag eiw ee the 
mala lias.

"Why." ha ashed of Dolores, "da 
yea pat all that agly paint aad ale* ee 
jour face ia the show!"

"That's my art," she said lightly
"I don’t wo mack art about it,'* be 

protest ed.
Mke amilod at hie naivete.
" H «ally, you are the meet refresh lag 

ly honest pew-a I've ere» metl"
"Well, I still don't ms," he dogged 

ly persisted " why you want to die 
«gars your base—yourwlf that war."

"One af ee had lu lake the weather 
beaten part, there I am leas ha adeem# 
than Annie well, you see hew H la!"

"She"a kidding yea. Mr Yatua," eat 
te Aaate. "«W knows w well w you, 
or anybody eiw, that she‘a get aw 
lashed to the jibsetl whea it semes «a 
looks If our sketch deeeat ge aa the 
reefs la a week well lake turn a boat 
si tbs old hag's /ala hat any." aha 
broke .« to eaelaim, "aren't we taking 
yea eat af year way, Mr Yatwl Tee 
deal hare la trail along, you heew, aa

The dreaded mam sat had we#! 
Vaguely, beawlk the warm «ash af hie 
happiness, be had apprehended M from 
the beginoiag af their walk Ho had 
nrwgeuod all aleeg that hte pwlltoe 
was aasmalaaa, that tl ww ceeaeeted
with theirs by the exceedingl» Meaner 
thread of hta baring tssrn Misa Ibsr 
wood's brut hee—her brother wham hm 
father had out r ague only trwled, aad 
perhaps ruined! Oa Mum Ttaher'e 
weed# he could, af
eue capoter
their little «leg with him. aad now 
they wanted Is get rid of hi*.

lie walked ee with them a abort die
tease la eUeece, trying la | 
thought# fee a reply that weald 
Mm la withdrew, wttheet lee grtereue 
» wound te Ma pride Bsfaw ha aaaM 
Utah af aoa. Dotasse. W if aaddauiy 
struck hy a happy idw. «tapped short 
with the MggaaUaoi

" Psrhapa M». Xalw would Uh# te 
go with ee le Metier TrtttetV"

Aaate faced him vis ne twain, her 
Idee ey« aparhUag wits m lee Moreen
***V*C*'w~ come. Mr Veto#!" aha 
hogged " VmH ha ttehlad half la

" eetd Bah. who 
"Mather Krttoi

"•ere. 111 c<
heew as mash a.-----  —m-----
w a ground bag haowa sheet the wha­
ler hvpethwta

" Tbw 1st h get a tant II b Iw far 
te k I ho—«rua w a perfect day Uh# 
thia.” **• held aa lew lagers la a 
taste ah chsuVesr W.teriag sear the 
corner af the Csagrsaa lltdol. • 
minute lew# hta rehtele sidled law the 
each where they stead

•he gs** lb# man ee addrroe which 
fUh failed to hear, tbw Hepped lata 
the car, fejleeed hy Dalsrse


