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GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF INTERNAL
ELEVATORS

Grain Growers Call Conference to Devise Plans for Such a Scheme in Western

Provinces

Premiers and Executive of Farmers' Associations

to Meet to Discuss Question.

The Board of Directors of the Manitoba Grain Grow
o Association held a meeting in Winnipeg, Friday
The meeting was called for the p irpose of

mpisints from. country point

i a8 to the
arbitrary methods

t accept

n Mr. Castle, Warehouse Com
B. 1

ner and  Mir

igan, Assistant Freight

Manager, ( PF. R and made a demand that the
freight charges of 1¢c per 100 1bs on' bulk Al cars
be cut In tw and that the specific charge of $3.00 per

bulk head, made by the terminal elevators be reduced to

Directors instructed the

Secretary to take the
necessary steéps t have the conference between the pre
miers { Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta and the
executives of the Grain Growers' Association, which was

postponed in June on account of the absence of Pret

r

Roblin from the Province, called together to devise a
scheme of Government ownership of line elevators that

would be applicable to the three provinces

The following is the

Premiers by the Inter-provincial Council of the Grain

proposition submitted to the

sociation

) PROPOSALS

} 4 tha . the - or f the Inter
1 5 tior { 1t Prer ' 0 4
wlore and having carefu ¢ dered ne. regard them
A% being tota ade ate 1 saleg rd t} nterest f the
Al rs ' marketing their grai . 1 we e to reiterate -
for " est that ¢} Government a § and operate th
aterior r ties along the nes : ous!y stated
re * ¢ details in certain particular { which are given
wlow
i That the goverament provide by purchase or construe
' h at ¢ I vilway | nt where Any nsiderable
{ grain arketed. elevator f t with up-t
quipment for cleaning, weighing and ding grain, that
these facilities for the most part be sub-divided into bins of
| ,.-u‘g.,‘;., s capacity and that the system be operated by
the government direct, or through a commission appointed for
that purposs
2 Ihat the minimum capacity required at each shipping
point will be approximately one-third of the guantity annually
marketed there. This whole amount need not, however be
r ded at the itset, but the stors tructure st 1 be s
arranged T vdmit easily ¢ ddit n nd ¢ ensior T

3.7 That the charges ford handling and

oring grain be
SUch as tu provide interest on amount invested, cost of mair
tenance and pr n for gradual payment of initia

4 Fhat a certain per cent. of the storage not t ex
ceed 25 per pent should be at the disposa { buyers of
street grair

5 That two or more farmers he grimted the privileges
of jointly occupying a bin

1 Advantages without the co-operation of t Dominion
government

a The abuses incident to the storage fa ties being in
the hands of those interested in the purchase nd sal of grain
Would be abolished., such as improper grading, the giving of

ght weight., the tak ng of excessive dockage, the substituting
i = :
Erain of inferior quality for that &pecially binned by the

farmer, deny

ng the privilege of specia inning t the farmers

on th : . . » .
the false plea of lack of space and interference with the

e

feedom of shipment of stored grain by the owner

(b.) Adequate facilities for the cleaning of the grain are
Bot  provided by the elevator companies The government
*ystem would enable the cleaning of grain to grade Fequire-

ments before shipment, retaining to the “"farmers a large

A n : ' able for feeding purposes, increasing

Uheir hane a ng higher grades when was in

pected and saving them m payment of frelg reen
. t ’ t hiprines 1 the termina

Kage = d e ger & matier guess work

he ' . - ! « ted with his exact amount of

od " ' g d ¢ tain his screonings which

flent . i sable « f var s Kinds as well
At weed ared Aving a ' ding alue

. ing trate t » g possible n  this

mated at | . f wheat f

the 1906 inspected tained 2 p. c., or 1,400,000 bushels

' BES, Aaveraging in worth § ct. per I and which cost
the g average I conts per bushe n freight
harg ng ) a L } e his gra cleaned be
fore shipment These two tema epresent a ax of 3500 000
to the AT f the west, which wi WOuUr every year with
addit ne 1 hed y the esila hmen [ & government
. .8 P p— wipped with raper caning apparate The
| | nt - i pa he interest on a sum sufficient to
reate the storage system asked e and provide a sinking fund
- h w» i liquidate th ost within a reasonable termn of
ears

) grain being weighed ! .t Yy & government official
A . 3 terest therein w a the colivctions of

' hortage (1 the Ay mpanies
! M preservatior { the identity { grain iIn special
ns under custody { government officials will make pos-

‘ he establishment { a sample market which will largely
rect the njust B lent % grading wsystem when

at ¢ ditions make L impossible for the grade descrip-
tion 1t classily grair according te &8 intrinsic vdlue For
. mple a slight eaching iflered ¥y a large percentage of
wheat the - re ast letmaned millions of bushels
ha K b ) jua " of On Hard 1t e graded as
I'w Northe makir rive ent per bushel less than
! ! ild have been and ocecasioning AR snormous Jloss 6 the
producers Also this year owing 1 a general frost the grad-
‘ ated 1t gr types of wheatl together in the

2 LM n having n mat ‘ ‘ a difference in value of twenty
I'he having { storage facilities in the interior under

government supervision would make it possible to send samples

displa 1 n t sample market in advance of ship
went Fhis would permit the grain to w eoxhibited for a
au r of without expense to the owner and also permit
f he grain being sold for shipment, ecither east or west of
the 1 nt vded

f.) With the building of the Hudson's Bay railway will

1 greater ad antage T nterior storage as gran n
1k nterfor w have the choice of two routes and two
markets, while grain sent t the terminals before being sold
w have r ne

(g.) The presence f government storage facllities that
could he sed )y buyers who are not owners of elevators
would place these buyers in a position to compets on even
terms thus preventing a monopoly of the market by elevator
owners, and tending to keep street and track prices near to-
gether

2 Advantages with the co-operation of the Dominion

government

The complete plan of the Grain Growers’ contemplates the
passing of an amendment to the Inspection and Sale Act that
would permit the operator of a provincial elevator to dis-
charge the functions of a Dominion weighman and sampler,
and the granting of weight and grade certificates, the grading
to be done by .the inspection stafl at Winnipeg using the sam-
es of the contents of the special bins forwarded by the
elevator operators
Several members of the Dominion government have given
representatives of the Grain Growers’ an assurance that such
ation can be easily secured as soon as the request Ys

government

hy a provincia

The additional advartages under these circumstances would
be that grain could be sold for future delivery to greater ad-
vantage since the; grade would be known. Also advahces on
warehouse receipts could be secured so soon as delivery of a
car lot was completed at the initial elevator, enabling a farmer




