
, (M.. THE GRAIN GROWERS" GUIDE IS

government ownership of internal
ELEVATORS

Grain Growers Call Conference to Devise Plans for Such a Scheme in Western 
Provinces- Premiers and Executive of Farmers' Associations 

to Meet to Discuss Question.
Tb« Board of Directors of the Manitoba Orals Orow- 

Association held a meeting in Winnipeg, Friday. 
jt,pt istb The meeting van called for the purpose of 
considering complaint* from country points as to the 
arbitrary methods adopted by the elevator rompanM. In 
refusing to accept special binned grain and other l/regn- 
laritiee In violation of the Grain Act.

The Directors waited on Mr. Castle. Warehouse Com­
missioner, and Mr W B. Lanlgan, Assistant Freight 
Treble Manager, C. P. R , and made a demand that the 
estra freight charges of lc per 100 lb*., on'bulk head cars 
be cut In two and that the specific charge of $3 00 per 
bulk head, made by the terminal elevators be reduced to 
MOO.

The Directors Instructed the Secretary to take the 
accessary steps to have the conference between the pre­
miers of Manitoba. Saskatchewan and Alberta and the 
executives of the Oraln Growers' Association, which was 
postponed In June on account of the absence of Premier 
Roblm from the Province, called together to devise a 
scheme of Government ownership of line elevators that 
would he applicable to the three province*.

The following Is the proposition submitted to the 
Premiers by the Inter-provtnclal Council of the Grain 
Growers' Association :
, PROPOSALS

Resolved, that we the member» of the In ter-provincial 
Council, hat inn the verbal suggestion* of the Premier* placed 
before we. and having carefully considered mow. regard thorn 
a» being totally inadequate to aafeguord the Interest* of the 
farmer* in marketing their grain and we beg to reiterate dur 
former request that the Government acquire and operate the 
taterlor storage facilities along the lines previously stated, 
more specific detail* In certain particular* of which are given 
bflow.

(1.) That the government provide by purchase or construc­
tion or both at each railway point where any considerable 
quantity of grain Is marketed, elevator facilities with up-to- 
date equipment for cleaning, weighing and loading grain, that 
these facilities for the most part be sub-divided into bine of 
1,000Niuahels capacity, and that the system be operated by 
the government direct, or through a commission appointed for 
that purpose.

(2.) That the minimum capacity required at each shipping 
point will he approximately one-third of the quantity annually 
“mrkated there. This whole amount need not, however, be 
provided at the outset, but the storage structure should he so 
arranged as to admit easily of addition and extension as 
n*ressity demands.

(8-T That the charges fait handling and storing grain be 
such as to provide interest on amount invested, cost of main­
tenance and provision for gradual payment of initial cost.

(4 ) That a certain per cent, of the storage, (not to ex- 
c#*ed 25 per Sent.) should be at the disposal of buyers of 
street grain.

(5.) That two or more farmers lie granted the privileges 
of jointly occupying a bin.

fl.) Advantages without the co-operation of the Dominion
government.

fa ) The abuses incident to the storage facilities being in 
the hands of those interested in the purchase and sale of grain 
would be abolished, such as, improper grading, the giving of 
light weight, the taking of excessive dockage, the substituting 
°f grain of inferior quality for that Specially binned by the 
farmer, denying the privilege of special binning to the farmers 
°n false plea of lack of space and interference with the 
freedom of shipment of stored grain by the owner.

(*>.) Adequate facilities for the cleaning of the grain are 
®ot Provided by the elevator companies. The government 
•ystem would enable the cleaning of grain to grade require- 
IDenta before shipment, retaining to the * farmers a large

amount of srrvm.ii.ga valuable for lead lag purpose#. mcrvaa.ag 
their r ha nee* of obtaining higher grades shea grata was ie- 
spect#d aed saving them from pa>meat of freight os acreew 
Inga from poiat of shipment to the terminals

<• ) Ihwkagu *o«Kl be no longer a matter of guess work. 
Thr farmer would be emitted with bis exact am»uat of 
cleaned grain and permitted to retain bia erm-mag*. which 
oftentimes include valuable graine of various hinds as well 
an weed seeds having a high feeding value.

The following facta llluetral^the saving possible In this 
connection It la estimated that fhv 70 millions of wheat of 
the crop of 190* inspected, contained 2 p. or 1,400 OOti bushels 
of screenings, averaging u. worth | ct. per lb., and which coat 
tha farmer oe an average 10 cent* per bushel in freight 
charges owing to hla inability to have hi* grain cleaned bo- 
fore shipment These two Item* represent a lune of fi&GO.OUO 
to the farmers of the west, which will occur every year with 
additions until abolished by the establishment, of a govern omet 
storage system equipped with proper cleaning apparatus. The 
above amount would pay the Interest on a sum su file lee t to 
create the storage system ashed for and provide a sinking fund 
wh ch would liquidate the cost within a reasonable term of 
yanre

The grain t seing weighed Into cars by a government official 
having no interest therein, will facilitate the collections of 
claims for shortage from the railw*9 companies

fd.) The preservation of the identity of grain In special 
bins under the custody of government officials will make pos­
sible the establishment of a sample market which will largely 
correct the Injustices incident to a grading system, when 
climatic conditions make It impossible for the grade descrip­
tion to classify grain according to' Ha intrinsic value. For 
example. • a alight bleaching suffered by a large percentage of 
wheat the year before Jest condemned millions of bushels 
having The essential qualities of One Hard to lie graded as 
Two Northern, making the prke four Cent* per bushel leas than 
It should have been and oecaufrming ail enormous lone trt the 
producers Also this year owing to a general frost I he 'grad­
ing system operated to group types of wheat together in the 
same bia having in many cases a difference m value of twenty 
cents a bushel.

<e.) The having of storage facilities Hi the Interior under 
government supervision would make it possible to send samples 
to Is displayed on the sample market in advance of ship­
ment. This would permit the grain to be exhibited for a 
number of days without expense to the owner and also permit 
of the grain being sold for shipment, either east or went of 
the point loaded,

(f.) With the building of the Hudson** Bay railway will 
came a still greater advantage in interior storage as grain In 
the interior will have the choice of two routes and two 
markets, while grain sent to the terminals before being sold 
will have only one.

(g.) The presence of government storage facilities that 
could be used by buyers, who are not owners of elevators 
would place these buyers in a position to compete on even 
terms thus preventing a monopoly of the market by elevator 
owners, and tending to keep street and track prices near to­
gether.

(2.) Advantages with the co-operation of the Dominion 
government :

The complete plan of the Grain Growers' contemplates the 
passing of an amendment to the Inspection and Sale Act that 
would permit the operator of a provincial elevator to dis­
charge the functions of a Dominion weigh man and sampler, 
and the granting of weight and grads certificates, the grading 
to be done by the inspection staff at Winnipeg using the sam­
ples of the contents of the special bins forwarded by the 
elevator operators.

Several members of the Dominion government bave given 
representatives of the Grain Growers' an assurance that such 
legislation can be easily secured as soon as the request 
made by a provincial government.

The additional advantages under these circumstances would 
be that grain could he sold for future delivery to greater ad­
vantage since tber grade would be known. Alan advances on 
warehouse receipts could be secured so soon as delivery of a 
car lot was completed at tha initial elevator, enabling a farmer


