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SEPARATE SCHOOLS I‘N ON-
TARIO AND QUEBEC.

L Elecleur, comparlog the treatment
accorded to the Protestants of Qaebec and
the Ustholles of Ostazlo reepectively, states
that whereas the 409000 Catholles of
Ouatarlo have only 235 S:parate schools
obtalning stets old, the Protestants of
Quebee, nnmborlog 185,000, Lave 973 Dia
pentlent schoola

As at the lact eeneus taken in 1551 the
pumber of Protestants In Qiebec was 188«
309, and the nuwber of Catholice in
Outaric 520 839, it is clear that the L'KElec-
teur's figures on this point are gomewhat
astray. Infact they were merely intended
a3 approximate ; bat from the number of
Separate rchools in each Province it may
be clearly seen that the Quebee miaority
1s treated with much more generceity than
the minority in O.utar'os

The Muil of the 18 h inst. declares,
however, 1hat this iuference {2 ixcorrest,
I: eays: “As:uwmicg that L'Electewr's
figures sre approximetely correct, they
merely show that the Separate ey stem of
educatlon s token edvantsge of to 8
greater extent in proportion to thelr num-
bers by the Euglish-speakirg uhabitauts
of  iebac than by the Boman Catholles of
Oantarfo.”

Precisely. The Protestants of Quaebee
take edvantege of  the Separate rchool
laws to & greater extent than the Cathslies
in proportion to thelr pumbers, Could
they do this were it not for the fact that
every frcllity lesffozded them by the Cath-
olic msjority to keep thelr tchools In se
effistont a conditlon s possible? Counld
they do it {f the Protestants wero sub-
jected to the petty annoyances which the
Equal Righters ard Mr, Meredith would
wih to eubject the Catholic ratepayers ?
Could they do 1t if the taxes of Pio-
testsuts were prima facie to be lagally
appropiated to the support of the Pablic
schools, wa s the case with the texes of
Catholics in Oatarto us the lew glands at
precent !

The Quebee lew places all Piotestants
on the Protestant echool xoll, und all Caih-

olice on tbe Pabile sehool roll. The Pab

lic and Protestart schools are ylaced on a

ootlag of pexfect (q 1ality.

What {s the state of the crae inOctarlo ?
Catholies sze in the first instance regarded
No: usntil
they declare thele adhesion to the Separ-
ate school can they be rated &3 S-parate
ou the

a1 Publls echool supporiers,

gshool sapporters, Protestanis,

other hand, eannot become pupporteza of
stholle tchools, even when they seud
Thas &ll school

tae Ce
their

iliren to them.

taxes levied on Protestants, togevher with

the school taxes not ouly of recalcitran
Catholics, bus likewlse of those Caths

lies who have overlooked their duty of

declarlg thelr wish to support the Separ

te schools, go for the support of the

Pablic tehools,
In the face of theze facts the Mail ha
tho sudacity to assert that the schocl taxe

of Quebee are Inequltably divided. In
proof of thia that journal esys that “the

non-Catholle settlers owa ox control th

mapufacturing and othor corporations in
Quebee, yet the tsXes peid by those in-
a0 are divided between the Separe

ghltoti
ats aud Pablic echools in proportion t
seiccl population. That is,
owned by & non.Catholle pnye $50 1
gshool taxes and the schocl popuiatio

gtand as nive to one in favor of the
French Catholics, then the Pablic or Cath-

olic achool gets $15 of that sum,”

Thls injustice does not exlst in Quebee.

It exists, however, in Oatario, and to
more gross extent.

to bo rated as a Separate echoolsupporte

nct $15 alone, but the whole sum of $50
will be takea by the Puablle pchool, As
to corporations in Oatario, unless they
sctually declde by resolution that thelr

taxes stall be divided to Pablle and Be
arate

school-tax 1s also given to ths Pab
schools.

if & mill

In such a cace in
Oatarlo, if the Catholic owner of prop-
orty taxed $50 for schools, elther through
non-residence or meglact, fall to make
the necessary declaration that he deslres

schools, in proportion to the
amount of stock held by Catholics ard
Protestants respectively, the whole of tke

But s:ldom or mever do tke

Peotestant corporations pass such & reso.

latlon.

In Qaebce the arrangement of corpora:

tion texea is made as equitably as it ls

poselble to imsgine, There are three

panels of taxed property. Panel No. 1 e

taxed for the eupport of Cathollc schools,

ard contains the property of Oathollcs.

Pacel No. 2 coneists of the property of
Protestants, and is taxed for Protestant
schools. Pauel No. 3 comprises com-

panles which wish to be placed thereon,

and those which express no desire to be
placed upon either of the other two.

Oaly the tax lesied on pacel No, 3 is
divided in proportion to population. In
Ontatlo In the corresponding cave, sll the
tax would go to the Pabllc echools. If
then the Mai! finds the Qaebec Iaw unjust
towards Protestants, what words can we
find i which to express the injustice in-
flicted on Catbolics in Oatarlo !

The fact 1s that the tchool laws of Que-
bae were framed by a generous Catholic
msjority with the express deslre of giving
the Protestant minority full justice in
every respect. 'Theschoollaws of Ontarlo
were pamsed In quite a different spldt,
We do not, at ell, wich to depreciate the
liberallty with which the Ontarlo Legis:
lature durlng the past few—very few
yeere—made the working of the Separate
School Act casler and moze effoctive.
But we all kuow what a roise has been
made in the Province on eccount of these
few paltry conceetions, If the whole
of them were repealed to-morrow
the repeal would scarcely tske $10

annually frem the Catholic Ssparate
gchools of any county, They would

entall more trouble on Cathol'e school
trustees end empportere, That s all,

And for this obj.ct the whole country ls

sgitated with & no Popery cry. We ere

told by Mr. Mercdith snd the Mail that

the Catholics are the public enemy against

whom all Protestauts should unite, Tae

O:ange lodges and the Bqual Rights Acso-

clation re-echo the cry, and wo are threat-

esed with the repeal of these clauser.

The hope is that every obstacle which

these bigots will throw in the way of

Cathoiic education will pave the way

towazds the fature anulbilatlon of the

Separate echool system,

There 18 no sush agitation as this

agalnt the Protestant echools of Qaebec,

Thae Protestants there have thelr echools

in pesce. Tae Mail is, therefore, unfor-

tunate ia Instituting a comparleon be-

twe:n the treatment of the minorities 1n

the two Provivces,

But there is more to be sald on this

subjzct, The Protestant Saparate echools
were established 1n Quebze by the Catho-
He msejority ; whereas it is the boast of
the bogus Equal Rights Aszociation that
the Cathollc Separate Szhool Law of 1863
wsa forced upon the people of Ontario by
s Qecbes majority, Acditistrne, The
two Provinces wers leglslatively uniied
with the express hopa that Upper Caaada
would domlnate. The Province smaller
la population wae, at the tlme of the
union, Oatario, and Outarlo had in Par-
liament a repressntation eqaal to that of
Quebec, yet both Provinces had an eqnus]
reprecentation in Parliament. Oatario,
however, grew more rapidly than the
gister Province, and when the Separ
ate School Law of 1503 was passed,
though Ontario recorded a small majorily
agsinst it, it was carried by the Q 18bec
msjority, which was resolved that the
Catholics of this Province should have
somo measure of tha equity which was
enjoyed by Protestents with them. Now,
the Separate school system of Ontario
capnat b destroyed without destroying
{the whole Confoderation compsct, and
witkout eubmitting, once more, the Pro-
testants of Qiebec to the will of the
Catholic majority there, We doubt very
much whother our Oatario Catholic
schools would ba safe if they depended
merely on the will of an Oatario major
ity, but as the Protestants of Quebeo
value their Saparate echools as much as
we value ours, we are inclined to think
8| that the good sense of Ontaiio will
8 | aocept tho situation and will not attempt
to interfere with them, Lven the late
Hon. George Brown, than whom no more
@ | jetermined champion of Protestantism
has existed in Caneda, thought it a good
bargein to secure the siatus of the Que-
bee Protestants by incorporating inte
9 | the Confederation Act a clause which
would secure both to them and to the
B | Ontario Oatholics their then existing
D | educational privileges.

+
4

Mail fosters that Oatario Catholics can
bo deprived of their rights while the

Separate schools will be of no avail,

p-

88 weoll as with themselves,
think indeed that the people of Quabec
would stoop to adopt their diyreputable
methods ; but they bave already pro
claimed over and over sgain that the
Quebee people huve always Litherto
overreached the Oaturiouisns in’political

It is # foolish supposition which the | O:

Quebec Protestents shall retain theirs,
a | Tne people of Ontario understand this
perfectly, and thus we are led to believe
that tho efforts which are being made in
the Oatario Lgislature to cripple the

It is & ridiculous pretence to say that
r, | the Public schoola of Quebec are relig-
jous schools, and that therefore the
Quebec Legielature could not touch the
Protestant schocls of the Province, and
that, therefore, the bigots of Ontario can
do as they please, without the possibility
of retaliation. This is the mean ground
taken by the Mail and also by the Equal
Righta Association in their recent mani-

We do uot

tactics, It was so (they say) in the Act
ot Union, It was #01n the Act of Con.
federation, We bave no doubt that in
the proposed revision of Confederation,
should 1t occur witkin our lifetime, the
people of Qaebec will hold their own a8
securely as ever, They are vot co noiey
in reising race and religious dissensions ;
but they bave not in the past submitted
to the domination of bigots, and we may
rest aseured they have no intention of
doing s0 in the future,

THE CONVENTION OF
BIGOTS.

The Third Party—sf Equal Rights for
all Bigots and no mercy for auny body
else—held a convention in Toronto ou
Thureday last, The Glube says that Rev
Dr. Sutherland, wita *“ihs banuer of
truth and righteousness behind him and
about fifty men and women before him,
took the cheir at the third annua! con-
vention of the lqual Rightists,” When
the reports of the different committees
were handed in Mr, Bangough suggested
that something should be added to the
pletform on the labor question. He
derired to sen a plank on free trade in-
troduced : “Taere were not many iatel-
ligent voters who did no' believe pro
tection to be a hurabug and a fraud of
the first degree,” This declaration
crwured no little commotion amoag the
lovers of truth and righteousness, Mr,
S:arrow suggested that tho proposed
plank should be narrow and have a s0ft
side, Rev, D, L. Brethour boped that a
p'ank on the labor question would nol
bs quite go thin nor one “needing a
micioscopa to discover iis meaning”
Rsv. Principal Austin, of the Alma,
moved that the report be referred back
for the addition of a plank—Ilet it be large
or small or elippery—on the labor ques
tion, Thae same rev. gentlamanread e
resolution, gent down by the Committee
on Political Action, viz, “that as peitber
the Conservative or Liberal parly has
declared in fayor of prohibition, but
rather the reverse, we caunot regard
either party as entitled to the confidence
of the friends of temperance and prohi
bition.”

It is surpricing how slow to learn the
fanatics have proved themselves to be,
By their furious agitation on the Scott
Act and by the many evils of debauchery,
drunkenusss and perjury immediately
resulting from the operation cf that arch
hypoeriey, the Scott Act, the csuse of
tempersnce has suftered immensely and
prokibition, with all its attendaut evils,
is set back for at least fifty years, if not
d>finitely and forever.

Rsy. T. A. Maora, on the part of
the ¢Miscellaneous Committee,”’ which
maans no doubt tho Committee on mizum
gatherums, meved & resolution ‘‘deprecat
ing the courss pursued by both parties in
the Dominion Pavliament ia regard to
the Jesuits Eitates and dual lsnguage
detates ; also cxprossing symyathy with
those in Maaitoba aad the North-West
who are contending for Ejual Rights
against exclusive privilege and clerical
domination,
Farther down we find the Rav. C.
Webber euggesting that an “eftore
should bo made to induce ths Domin
jon (Gvernment to securc such an
ameadment to the Britich North America Act
as would give the Proviuces tiae power
of passing prohibitory laws.”
Here is the astouading spectacle of
Mothodist preachers actualiy legislating
for the whole Dominion, Taey are not
esen satisfied with the Provineial
michinery for making laws. It is not
gaffiziently broad and elagtic to enable
taem to forse their notions of morality
01 tho rest of humanity. Taey must
involve heavier weapons of wariare and
oall for an amendment to the constitu.
tion, which means asking Qisen Vie-
toria to give them power to make laws
ia Canada which she would veto and
e ndemn wera they passed in England,

all accounts, Prince Von Blsmarck or
Ewmperor William, Bat why should not

the North-West.

and upeet the constitution for the pur

platform they accuse the priests of th
North-West of

cannot

bad the wil,

lic | festo. Butthese people may rest assured
that there is some astuteness in Quebec,

Her Msjesty the Empress of Iadia doas
nit favor prohibition, neither does, by

soverelgns or statesmen in Earope or
Domlinfon politiclans in Canadal By
clerical is meant priestly domination in
Does it ever occur to
these preachers who mest in Toronto
that they themsclves are gulity of cleri-
cal dominatlon? If they cannot see the
beam In thelr eye, the outside world can
discover It without microscople ald,
Hero they are attempting to make laws
. It is very atrange, and looks providen.
pose of exerclalng clerlesl domination, | tial, that Bismarck, who, at one time,
and at the same momont and on the same

#clerfeal domination.” | to its power.
The priests of the North-West, if they
afford time

fog meetings and lectwing la every

village school on the coming electione,

Taey need all their time to attend to the

spiritual wante of thoss confided to their

care and save them from the snares of
the prosolylising sgents sent out from
Oatario with Exeter Hall miney to make
them seven times worae caildren of the
devil than before, If the Rev. Dr. C.
Webber, Rav, T. A, Moore and Rev.
Austin would stay at boms and aftend
to the duties of their calling and minis

try, it would be much more satisfactory
to the children and parents they are
training, and there would be less
trouble and rumors of trouble in their
schools and parishes, Tae Rsv. Dr.
Sutherland spoke sensibly when he
eaid that he should retire from the
presidency of the council aud of the
council of one hundred for the reason
that “he occupied an important position
in the Metbodist church requiring all his
time"” It seems to us the other rev,
gectlemen can as ill afford to equander
the time which belongs to their flacks
Rev. Mr. Austia eepecially should learn
s lesson from the President and devote
more of his precious hours to tke vigil
put overseeing of the tender lambs en.
trusted to his ever watchful solicitude
than to be scampering over the couatry
dietating to politicians,in the exarcise of
that stupid arrogance styled ‘“clerical
domination,”

Wa ehould have meatloned that among
the fifty people who were gathered before
ths rev, chairman eaveral ladles were
present, whose names, if not their conduect,
fndleate them to bas strong-minded
women, There was M:, J. E. Seele,
Mrs A Miils, and M:s, James G, Strong,
Whatever in the distant faiure of our
bistory may be the onteoms of the Third
Party echems i is certaln tbat the two
great divisions of politiclans that now
lepislate for us can affsed to treat with
contempt a party that has no greater or
sironger backing than a few dozan fans-
t'cal preachers and soma well-latentionsd
ladizs who would ba batter employed ia
the nursery or in mending thelr husbands’
or brothers’ stockings.

BISMARCK'S DOWNFALL.

The Iron Chancellor has succumbed at
last, His downfall has been foreshad-
owed for some time. Lver since tte
death of the late Experor Frederic
people who watched closely the inde
pendent conduct of the young Emperor
William could easily foreee that under
him Prince Bismarck's reign, as Chance'-
lor of the Empire, would not be of long

Vicar of Oarist and ruling over both the
spiritusl snd temporal interests of the
empire, To this end he banished
Bishops from their Seos and prieata from
their parishes and he took under
his fostering ecara the pohismatical
0Old Catholic Church, founded by
the late Dr Dollinger of unhappy
nemory. The Jesuits were exiled from
tbe New Gorman Empire, elthough
many of them had contributed to its
elevation aod glory and some of them
wore decorations won on the batile-
fislds of Woerth and S2dan, It looks
indeed providential that Cathclic infla.
encoe should ba the straw which broke
the oamel's back, All the accounts,
cabled from Berlin, state that Bismarck
has been unhorsed snd made to bite
the dust, by Herr Windthorat, the Oath-
olic leader in the German parliament, co
tuat now all the grand schemes of the
Iron Chancellor about & Natlonal Courch
and & Cwmmrlem of epiritusl authority
have not only vanished but have been the
etuze of hls retirement from public life
acd the secret of bis downfall. The Cath
ollc leader, Windthoret, was the Mardo-
chal who would not “bow down to
Haman.”

Despatches from London, March 29,
are as follows:

“The immediate cause of Bismarck's
resignation is reiterated to have been
over the terms for the support of the
Clerioals, and that the Ohancellor drew
the line positively af the coneeseions
with regard to the Duke of Cumberland
and the Guelph revenues, Herr Wind
thorat, the leade: of the Clericals, can con
giatulate himeelf on his victory over his
ancient foe, Bismarck and Windthorst
have waged bitter warfare upon ezch
other for & generation, and Windthorst
is the only foeman wiom Bismarck
has ever treated with respect as a
foeman worthy of hie steel, In eta-
ture Windthorst is almoat a dwarf,
but intellectuslly he is a giant, At
the prosent time he holds the balance of
powaer in the Rulchstsg, and the Minlstry
will bashor: lived that has not his support.
A strarge Kvty {t {3, too, the conter party
of which the elfi h doctor ia the despotic
leader., To eay that ft is heterogenons is
to bat feebly dsscribo it. Taere sre fu
its ranks clergyman, isnded proprietors,
Polee, Hanoverians, fendal pricces and
lords, tnl even S cialists. Bat all ac
knowledged the supremacy of the dwa:f-
iike o!d volitician, who, in bhis thne, wse
Prme Mluister to Kizg George of Han.
over, but why, despite his war wilh
Blsmarck, 18 patriotic ia his support of the
German Empire.

“The exsitemeont over Biemarck’s resig
natlon has somewhat subsided in Berlin,
though the subject continues the chief
topie of conversation ia all quarters.”

BISMARCK'S SUCCESSOR.

duration, During the eventful career
of old Wilhelm nothiog of importance
wag undertaken without Bismarck’s
initiation, consent and approval of every
detsil, During the wars with Austria
and France all the credit of G3rmauny’s
victories was universally given tothe dip
lomacy and audecity of the Man ot Blood
and Iron. Fiom being a second-rate
power Prussia, at a bound, went to the
front rank, and held the loftiest and most
defiint position in the councils of Euro.
pean diploxatista, From being a smell
kingdom and & mere etate in tho Ger-
manic confederation Prussia assuwmed the
imperial sceptre, and virtually took pos-
gescion of all the many little states axd
kingdoms that, now combined as oue,
form, under the sway aud at the back of
young Ewmperor William, the most
powerful and to sil opponents the
most formidable
world, To Bismarck history must

vast and eo portentous for the balance
of power in Europe,
fams, a3 the originator and creator of all
theso changes 87 important to Germany,
however great and brilliant, must remain
forever overshadowed by the towering
genius and inflaence of Prince.Chancel-
lor Bismarck’s diplomatic and iron deter-
minaiion to humble France and Austria
and make Prussia the envy of natione,
Tae young Emperor, however, is de-
termined to strike out for himself. He
belongs to a new generation. He ia de.
girous of carving a nama and a fame in
history without the adjunct of Bismarck’s
bu!ky shadow hanging over his humane
or military projects, In his eftorts to
improve the jstanding and promoie the
comforts and honor of every private
gold er in the army he found Bizmarck in
the way; in his anxiety to cultivate

empire in the
assign the glory of achievements so

Emperor William's

General Von Caprivl, commandar of
the 10.h Army Corps, has been appolnted
Chancellor of the Empire to succeed
Prince Biemarck.,
The Tagblatt eaye: ‘The wor'd without
Blamerck cznnot esslly be imsgined.”
It was the great writer and philocopher
Gioethe who ssid: “Rome without the
Pope would be no Rome, the world with-
out Rome would be no world,” "Goethe
understocd human fallacles and the
world's requirements much better than
the Vienna Togblatt.
The Neve Freie Press of the same date
gays: “History begins a new page,”
Certainly, something new to modern
ideas is happening when the Quieen’s
daughter, Princess Louise, is on a visit
to the Vatican and when the Emnperor
of Germany is writing every sscond day
autograpa letiers to the Pope. There
must be some very great chznge for the
better about to eccur when such
degpatches as the following are sent
over the cabls from London: “A Rome

state that the Pope (being consulted no
doubl by the sovereigns of Kuarope)
declares that he is willing to act az medi.
ator in negotiations for a general dis-
armament of the Earopean forces.” This
would mean the dicarmament of ten or
twelve million soldiers all ready for
action and equippad for mutual elaugh-
ter. i
Another despatch says : “The Popa has
recelved a second antogeraph letter from
Eaperor Willlam asking his moral co-
operation In the Libour Conference. The
Pope replled graclou:ly.,” 1f the rev,
gentlemen, McVicar of Montreal aud
Priacipal Cavaa of Toronto aud others,
could resch the ear of Emperor Willlam
they would teach him a leseon that he
could not forget in a hurry, oa the danger

vieing plans for the solution of the labor
question, and endeavoring by means of &
European conference to lighten the
heavy tasks and increase the pay of the
common laborer, the old Bizmarckian
toryism confronts him, But the youag
Emperor has made up his mind on all
these necessary amelioratioas, aad Bis.

private life,

held Catholic influence in such con
)

marck must step down and retire into

tempt should in the end have toy ield
He established the Falk
laws with a view to establish a grand
National Churck, so that the Emperor

Rey. Principal Austin  and  Rev. | friendly relations with the Pope and |to hls empire of Poplsh Interfor-

Webber know more about | earn the love and veneration of his Oath. | ence aud also on the iusult cffared
moral principles and the way to olic subjscts, he found Bismarok the only | to His Mejwsty’s prerogatives and
attain  legal  righteousness  than | obatruction; and now, when he is de- | the supremacy of the crown by

a forelgn potentate. No doubt His Holi-

Mr, Mercler sent autograph letters to
Rome for & slmilar purpose.
. | should Mr, Mercler,
olle, or

to go travelling round the country hold.

would equal the Russian Czar in being

correspondent says he is suthorized to

ness wai requested very politely, not
once, but in & second autograph lstter, to
come to the aid of the Emperor in the
settlement of & very Important question,
Bat the question would remaln, Why com-
plaia under the clrcumstances of the
Pope’s interference? The Equsl Rights
men wonld reply : ‘“‘For the very same
reasons that we complalned when Hon,

Why
who {s a Cath.
Enperor Willlam, who s
a Protestant, send letters to a foreign
patentate who is looked upon as the
Visar of Obrist, and obeyed, as such, in

dred millione of average good, rensible and
reepectable people !
can’t eeo why it chould ba dome, and,

We, Equal Righters,

whether done by Mr, Mercler or by
Emperor Willlam, we sre equelly vehe-
ment in our protestations agalnet such
questionatle conduct.”

THE SCHOOL QUESTION IN
THE HOUSE.

A number of bills on Separate schools
have been brought before the Ontario
Legislature by different membera, One
by Mr, Ross proposes to make it the
duty of clerks of munioipalities wherein
there are Separate school supporters, to
keep an index bock in which will be™
kept the names of all persons who bave
given notice that they are Separate
school supporters, with the date of their
declaration to this eftect, This book
will also contain the date of any with.
drawals by which Sepsrate school sup-
porters desire to transfer their names to
the list of Public school supporters, It
is also provided tbat cn the assessment
notices there shall be a clear statement
as to which school any taxpayer is
ascessed for, so that it may not occur
again that taxpayers be assessed unwill-
ingly for one echcol while it may be
their deeire to eupport the other,
whether they be Catholics or Protest-
ants,

It is very proper that every precaution
ghould be taken that no name be placed
upon the wrong 1oll, and should Mr.
Ross’ bill effect this he will deserve great
credit for putting an end to what has
been frequently & ecurce of annoyance
to persons who by their own oversight or
that of the cfiicials have been wrongly
nasessed.,

Mr, Meredith hes also proposed & bill
which, it is pretended, hes in view the
game object as that of the Hon, Mr.
Ross ; but there is this difterence, that
the Oppocition leader proposes to entrap
unwary Cntholics into becoming Pablic
school supporters against their will,
Toere are cases which have come under
our notice where the municipal clerks
bave pretended to have lost, or have
reslly lost, the notices which have been
givea in past years that they are sup.
porters of the Uathelic Separate scheols ;
and of ceurse, in such cases, those who
have been for years Saparate school eup-
porters would becoms at one sweep
Public school supporters, To bring
about this state ot thinge Mr, Meredith
introduces into his Bill the very offensive
clause that the assessment roll shall not
even ba accepted as eviderce “whether
such ratepayer is a suppoiter of the
Public schools or of the Roman Cattolic
Separate schools.”

Inssmuch as b>rth Public and Separate
schoo!s are mentioned fa thls, it might
secm, at first eight, as if it ‘were the pur-
pose of this clause to dezl fairly and in
eccordance with the prlaciples of really
“Equal Rights,” in regard to Catholics and
Protestants alike ; but when it {s remem.
bered that the law already provides that
the Public schools shall have the tax in
every case where such notlce has not been
glven, it will be understood that the
object of Mr, Meredith is to take advant-
aga of every oversight, whether of the
Cathollc ratepnyers themsalves, or of the
mucicipal officlals, to divert the taxes of
Catholics from the Separate to the Puablic
eshools, In fact an approprlate title to
Me, Meredith’s Bill would be “a Bill to
educate Protestant children at the expense
of Catholle ratepayers;’ for It must be
remembered that {n the locallties where it
will have application, as the Catholle chil-
dren all att:nd the Separate schools, the
Pablic echools which are to banefit by this
h'gh-hacded robbery proposed by Mr,
Meredith are attended by Protestant chil-
dren only,

We are quite sure that thls measure
will be cordislly appreved by all who
favor the bogus Equal Rights movement,
for the oppresslon of Catholics is exactly
thelr conception of what constitutes Equal
R'ghts, but we are curlous to observe
whether Mr, Meredith's following in the
Leglslative Awsemby will support this
obvlouely dishoneat leglslation,

There are several other Bills bafore the
House propoelng to deal with Separate
schoole, all of which are brought up by
the Oppocitlon, and all of which have
In view the one object which Mr, Mere-
dith so plalnly proclalmed in his speech
{n the Opera Houseln this city, to harrass
the Ssparate schools, in order to make
Catholles get tired of them. Thus, there
{s a bill to deprive Cathollc Separate
schools of representation on the High
School Boards, Thie is a provision which
has never done, and{which cannot do harm
to the Protestant majority. It was intro.
duced in order to give Catholles confi-
dence in the mansgament of the High
schools, to which they contribaute thelr
taxes, just like other cltizens, As the
Muanlelpal Counclls ordinarlly do mnot
place on the High School Board a Catholic
representative, it wasthought advleable, for
the sake of the High echools themselves, to
give Catholics a representative in this way.
But there is an opportunity afforded by
the provision to dlsplay some anti.Oath.
olic blle, .0 Mr, Moredith’s zealous fol.
lowers muet be glven a chance to display
thelr eloquence on this paltry matter, in
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