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CONFIRMATION AT BIDDULPH,

Sunday last witnessed & most beautiful
and ‘touching ceremony in the parish
church of Biddulph. On that day His
Lozdship the Bishop of London, adminis-
tered the sacred rite of Confirmation to
Qyﬂn candidates, most diligently pre-
pared by the worthy pastor, Father Con-
nolly, His Lordship spoke for upwards
of an hour on the nature and efficacy of
the sacrament he was about to adminiater.
Towards the close of his exhortation he
made reference to the standing of the
parish, and paid a fitting tribute to the
zeal, cnergy and piety of Father Con-
nolly, He also extended hearty thanks to
the people for their munificent dopa-
tion to the new cathedral of London.
The High Mas, which ws sung by
Father Connolly, began st 10,30. The
mucical portion of the service was excel-
lently rendered, Miss Collisson presiding
at the organ with much success. A solo at
the Offertory, by Mics McIlhargy, was de.
servedly adimired.

Oa Monday His Lordship left Biddulph
for the parish of Parkhill.

A DECAYING INSTITUTION.

We have before us Bishop Sweatman’s
annual address to the Anglican Synod of
Toronto, The document in its composi-
tion and in its research gives proof of
much industry on the part of the bishop
and shows him possessed of literary cul.
ture of no mean order. It is not, however,
in these respects that this address is most
interesting, It is specially and vitally in.
teresting because of its clear and unquali
fied admision of the decay of Anglicanism
in this Province. Fifty yeara ago that
church in point. of wealth and numbers
overshadowegd all ecclesinstioal organiza-
tions in Upper Canada. Official state.

ments show that while in 1851 the | inad

Church of Eogland counted in this Pro.
vinoe 223,190 adherents, the Methodists
numbered 213,365, and the Presbyterians
204,148, Ten years, however, worked a
marvellous change. In 1861 the Metho-
dists took the lead, with 350,373, as
agaiust 811,659 for the Church of Eng-.
land, and 303,374 for the Presbyterians,
During the next decade the Methodists
made a further increase of 111,891, and
the Presbyterians of 53,068, while the
Anglican body could boast of an
augmentation of 19,436 ‘only, In 1851
the figures stcod : Mathodists 591,530,
Presbyterians 417,749, and the Anglicans
367,528, In other words, from the lead-
ing place among the Protestant denomin.
ations in Upper Canada thirty years ago,
Anglicanism bas fallen to the lowest
rank. Bishop Sweatman’s figures are not
more consoling to Awvglican churchmen
than thoee of he official synod. He in-
formed his heazers that the total value of
Church property in the diocese of Toronto
is $1,)71,944, encumbered by a debt of
$241,043, When it is considered that
much of this property came from the
Clergy Reserve grants from the Crown—
when it is further considered that these
lands were amongst the most valuable in
the Province and even on the continent—
when it iz further considered that amongst
the adherents of Anglicaniem in the dio-
cese of Toronto aresome of the wealthiest
in the Dominion—that as a body of relig-
ionists they stand in that respect first in
the country—when it is also borne in mind
that the clergy of the Church of England
surpass those of all other Protestant
denominations in mental culture, intel-
lectusl acquirements and ministerial
deportment, it is indeed marvellous that
80 poor & showing in point of church pro.
perty can be made by the Protestant dio-
cese of Toronto, We live here in the
Catholic diocese of London with a Catho.
lic population many thousands less than
that returned for the Anglican diocese of
Toronto in 1881, and that population,
poor and struggling, in & divcese without

that should give strength and afluence to
the dioccass of Toronto, And yet what
do we here behold. From official statis-
tics lately published, there bave been in
this Catholic diocese of London expended.
since'1867 the emormous sum of §852,-
7681 Verily the band of God is here,

address :

"l‘mla from Church fabrics and pro-
perty to Cburch population, we are not
much nearer than we were in 1881 to
anything like a reliable estimate, Still
there is & gresat improvement in the
returns under this head ; and putting
thu‘:o.lhhnyc:l“vlﬁthao,ndc:unt-

¢ the non-returns,we may venture on
h'mnhsn:rﬂnn of the mem-
bers of the Church actually under pastoral
bt and those who so return them-
selves to the census enumerators. ;
“In yegard tg‘ h? city the r(ull:lete ? quite
satisfactory. census o ve
30,913 uqlho Church J’M"' qi'lu

i

this year rt 27,610, and allow-
ing Ih%onr returas 2,600, the
number is fullv made up,

“But with the country it is far other-
wise, I give the results in a tabular form
Esti-

Return. Cel

Deanery.  od. Biks mated Botay Ty
Peel........... 2,59 .. .. 2,800 0588
W, Simeoe...5500 ¢ 930 6470 12398
E, Simcoe... 5327 .. .. 5,27 17,088
Jae | od o e

Pemial o G [
ﬁn'mumn...xiom 'y - LOI0 3134
34,767 16 1,610 38,8577 76,640

“I confess, to my mind, this result is dis-

coursging and ing to the highest
degree. Nearly 40,000, or more thau one-

of the le of the diocese, who in
1881 ntnnfd’o&omulvu a8 members of
the Church of England, cannot be counted
in 1885 among the flocks under the pas-
toral oversight of our ; in one rural
deanery (East York) out of 14,000, nearly
10,000 unaccounted for. There is plainly
room and call for Church extension ; very
little can have taken place for many years,
The , for example, along what we
call the front, the lake shore, and line of
the Grand Trunk railway, have been long
settled ; meanwhile the back towmships
bave been filling up, but the Church has
not extended her ministrations to the new
comers. Comparing the amount of church
accommodation provided for these 36,377
church members, it would seem to be three
times as much s is required, the sittings
being almost equal in number to the mem-
bers, ineluding children.”

This is truly plain speaking, an open
confession of failure on the part of Angli.
canism to reach the masses. While Pres-
byterianism yet holds its gloomy sway
over its thoussnds of adherents, and
Methodism is invading the folde of both,
carrying off in every invasion a number
of their sheep, Anglicanism is receding,
Who can help contrasting the marked
difference in the attitude of the Church of
England in Canada to-day with that of
thirty-five or forty years sgo. Then it
was an sggressive body—then it was a veri.
table church militant, To.day itis pas-
sive, unresisting, sinking, Verily the
spirit of John Strachan bath departed.

Bishop Sweatman gives reasons for the
weakening of his Church. One of these
is, without doubt, the failure to support
the clergy in & becoming manner., The
earnestness of any religious body may be
eaily and justly swayed by it support of
its ministers. Bishop Sweatman says of
the support given the Anglican clergy :

“‘At each session of the synod it has been
my painful duty to make & strong, even
an indignant, protest against the utterly

equate support rendered by the people
of the dioceee to the faithful men who
labour among them and minister to them
the blessings of the gospel of grace. Yet
I bave this year to record with grief and
shame a falling off in the contributions
under this head from the insufficient
amount contributed last year,

“[ shall not trouble you again with a
tabulated statement of the sums which
congregations of well-to-do farmers think
worthy to offer the ministers of God for the
maintenance of themselves and their
families, nay, I may say, at which they
appraise the inestimable benefits of the
ospel of salvation. It should suffice to
shame some of the so called members of
the Church who are at fault into an effort
to_wipe away this scandal and reproach
if I publicly make the statement that of
163 separate congregations constituting
74 unendowed parishes or missions out.
side the city of Toronto, no less than 120
congregations contribute less than $200
to their clergyman’s support ;71 contri-
bute lees than $100 ; 43 less than $50; 81
less than 830 ; 26 less than 820 ; 20 lesa
than  $10; 17 less than $5, and
12 contribute nothing.  All * these
are enjoying the ministrations of an or.
dained cleryyman, Whilst receiving these
reports, I read in the daily papers of
English laborers, brought out to this
country by charitable emigration agencies,
being eagerly caught up immediately on
their arrival and hired as farm hands at
wages of §12 and upwards a month, with
board and lodging ; and I feel humiliated
for the degradation of my brethren and
the dishonor of my Master. And it is
these congregations who are most difficult
to satisfy ; who demand the highest quali-
ties; who are most exacting in their
requirements from the clergyman. I ask
whether it is to be expected that there
should be a supply of edl:umod gentlemen
vossessing talents which can commnm{
both position and ample comforts, to
offer themeelves for a service so ill-re.
uited, so lewering to their self-respect.
8 it to be wondered at that the graduates

turn from our mission fields with repug-
nance and accept curacies in cities and

look to themselves ; their ungenerous
treatment of their clergy will bring ite
own retaliation ; they wiil find themaelves
unable to secure the su
epiritual wants on such un:

terma,”

'
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He goes on further to say : !
“We have been aocustomed to make
our boast of the voluntary system on
which the Churchis conducted in this
country; but such a system can only be
& success when it is conducted in
faith, If by classing the contributions
towards clergy stipends as voluntary
contributions, we create or enooursge
the impression that they are of the
nature of charitable subscriptions, which
may be more or less

disposition of the donor; that the pay-
ment for ministerial services is a matter
of mere option and not of the most
solemn ob m submit, we
have been all along and foster-
ing what is a moral

Jjustly entitled to a fair ocompensation
for his labours as the dootor is entitled
to his fees, who is occasionally called in
when illness invades the house. But it
18 plain, brethren, that more than argu.
ment is needed to bring peoplo to a just
recognition of their pastor's claim to
their loving esteem and liberal support.
We need a large out-pllring of the
Holy Spirit of God upon His Church to
awaken them to a true sense of the value
beyond all rice of silver and gold of the
spiritual blessings they so lightly
esteem,”
It now remains to be seen what effect
these words will have, There is, how-
ever, much reason to think that as
former appeals have proved vain, so also
will this latest. There appears to be,
outside of the city of Toronto, a total
lack of vitality, earnestness and energy
among Anglicans, The fact is, that in.
ternal dissensions baving driven many
thousands of these people into languor
and apathy, their Church has day by day
been losing in strength and influence
with the people. From its ranks also
Methodiem draws some of its most busy
adberents. The future of the quondam
state church of Upper Canada is indeed
a gloomy one. Not all the broad acres
of the Clergy Reserves oould now restore
it its lost vitality and vanished useful.
ness, The time may come when Bishop
Sweatman may, in some future address,
s last, sad, parting allocution, have to

.

man of his own Church :

If I had thought thou could’st have died,
1 might not weep for thee;

But I forgot when by thy side,

That thou could’st mortal be;

It never through my mind had pass'd,
Thut time would e’er be o’er—

When ( on thee should look my last,
And thou should’st smile no more,

i ——————————
D ——————————

DR. BERGIN, M. P.

On Tuesday the 9th inst, Dr, Berg}':
M. P., was unanimously elected presi-
dent of the Touncil of Physicians afid
Surgéons of Ontario, then in session%in
Toronto. The Mail says of this electiofs :

“Dr, Darby Bergin, M, P, for Corn-
wall and Stormont, and Surgeon-General
of the Canadian Militia, who has just
been elected president of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, has held man y
positions of honor in his profession. He
was president (until the establishment
‘of the College of Physicians and Sup-
geons) of the Eastern District Medical
Society, and after that period, until ke
became a member of the Council of the
College for the St. Lawrence and
Eastern Divisions, he was vice-president
of the aseociation for these divisions,
and for the last four years president cz.
officio. He has been examiner to the
Ontario College in Surgery, Midwifery,
and other subjects. He has held the
position of vice-president and president
respectively of the college, and on the
6th of May last was re-elected unanij-
mously as the representative of the same
divisions in the council for the next
four years, He is a native of Toronto,
and was educated at Upper Canada
College in this city, and McGill College,
Montreal,”

We congratulate Dr, Bergin on his
election. The high position he oeccu-
pies in his profession and in the national
legislature are due to untiring industry
and unflinching inte ity

—e
—_———

ARCHBISHOP CROKE,
Most of the Irish bishops engaged in
the late Conference in Rome have
returned to their episcopal  resi-
dences. In many cases their return
was the signal for hearty outbursts of
enthusiasm, The welcome accorded to
Archbishop Croke was of a splendid
character. On his landing at Kingstown
he was met by several members of par.
liament, the high Sheriff of Dublin and
many members of the corporation. He
Was escorted by an immense crowd to
his hotel. In the Town Hall three
addresses were presented to him in the
presence of enthusiastic multitudes from
Kingstown, Dalkey and Ballybrack, In
the addresses he was complimented on
his vindication of the cause of the Irish
people in Rome, and for his firm stand
in behalf of faith and country, In reply,
His Grace advised the people not to put
themselves in the power of the so called
but sham friends of law and order, Ad.

of our universities and theological col. | dresses such as those presented him,
leges should, when they are ordained, were,

he said, useful as showing the

unity of priests and people, He was
towns, where they may look to be treated ?nxxo.us. 10 sce the old land restored to
with the consideration due to their sacred [ it8 pristine grandeur, Orangeism effaced,
office? Our country congregations may | and  all

together,

his speech escorted back to his hotel by
ply of their | 8 torchlight procession, amid the great-
ost enthusinsm,

classes  working loyally
His Grace was at the close of

say with the poet Wolfe, a gifted clergy.'

TRE COMING FLE(CTION,
It is on every side acknowledged tbat
the coming contest in Britain will be one
of unusual bitterness, Uwlike the elec-
tions of 1874 and 1880, the struggle will
not be sprung upon the people. There
will be ample time for preparation and
organization, and that time, we may justly
asume, will be fully utilized by the three
parties contending for supremacy. The
Whige and Tories will, of course, have the
fight almost entirely between themsclves
in Eogland and Scotland, though in many

will be found asmserting a strength and
influence surprising to their enemies. In
Ireland this party will emily carry three-
fourths of the seats and for the remaining
third make as stubborn a fight as ever
Irish political annals can show. Mz, Par-
nell is already busy in the selection of the
strongest candidates for doubtful and diffi-
cult, and men thoroughly reliable for the
safe constituencies, In each of the elec-
tions of 1874 and 1880 & number of
worthless politicians of the type Erri ng-
ton, O'Donoghue, and O’Connor Power,
by false professions of Nationalism, suc-
ceeded in capturing seats, only to basely
desert the standard of the Irish party
when opportunity appeared. Mr. Parnell’s
plans appear to be too well laid to permit
8 repetition of such arrant hypocrisy and
shocking treason. We now learn, on seem-
ingly good authority, that the Irish leader
himself will probably serve in the next
Parliament for a London constituency,
that Mr. Justin McCarthy will stand for a
Liverpool, and Mr. T. P. 0'Connor, for a
Glasgow district. In Ireland Mr. Biggar,
Mr, Healy, and the Redmonds, and other
old and popular members, will be candi-
dates for doubtful Ulster seats. For the
districts with an overwhelming, or even
safe, Nationallst mejority, candidates will
in many cases, be chosen from the new
men who must be called into public life
in consequence of the increased national
power resulting from the extension of the
franchise and the abolition of the rotten
borough system.,

The despatch conveying this informa-
tion very significantly adds that

“It will be exceedingly liEniﬁunt if the
exiled Irish in London, Liverpool and
Glasgow shall, in the whirligig of time,
find themselves able to give their brothers
at bome the strength necessary to vote in
or vote out Eoglish Ministers. Even the
English may yet see that their misgovern.
meut of ln{nnd is unprofitable as well as
infamous, The English legislated to kill
Irish commerce and industry, Why shall
the Irish hesitate to destroy English com-
merce, and, by frequent ministerial
changes, to make insecurity prevail in the
‘| financial, commercial and manufacturing
1 centres of England 7 Surely not because

thcing:eunt districts in England or Scot-
lan he example has been given to
them by men who profesed to be the re.
prosentatives of Irish districts, while they
were killing Irish business and strangling
Irish liberty,”

The Irish Nationalist party has now a
standing and strength that neither of the

great English parties can afford to ignore.
In the next Parliament, Mr, Parnell, at
the head of eighty followers, will wield an
influence such as O’Connell in the very
zenith of power and popularity never
enjoyed. This was the party which drove
Beaconsfield from office in 1880, and in
1885 has forced the retirement of Mr,
Gladstone, In an article in its issue of
the 10th inst, the Mail, under the heading
“If he were alone,” says:

“If Lord Beaconsfield could have sur.
vived to see this day, what a triumph it
would have been for him! In all pro-
bability the triumph would be greater
than it is for Sir Stafford Northcote, for
the genius of the departed Earl would
bave lorg ago made itself as apparent in
opposition as it had been in power, But
the act of Providence satirized a brilliant
life by closing it at the time of its eclipse,
and ending it in total darkness,

“Lord Beaconsfield’s fall from power was
50 sudden and unexpected as to be pain.
ful. At one time, but a few months be-
fore, he was the national ido), and if he
had diseolved after the Berlin treaty he
might bave carried the Kingdom with &
rush. But he delalyed his movement, and
time told on his fortunes and crumbled
them away., “In a less golden hour he
‘spoke,” and did not win the people’s
voice. Mr, Gladstone’s Midlothian cam.
paign controlled the fortunes of the hour,
and the Tory chief was crushed beneath
the greatest weight of cant that ever
killed a public man.”

Our contemporary evidently mourns
the absence of Lord Beaconsfield, We
cannot join in the mourning nor even
asist in wiping our contemporary’s tears.
Weak, and at times rash, as Mr. Gladstone
proved himeelf in dealing with Irish
affairs, he had not any of the deep-seated
malignity and cruel hatred towards Ire.
land which animated his great rival. Im.
mediately before the last election, Lord
Beaconsfield, in a letter to the Duke of
Marlborough, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,
made by an utterly uncalled-for assault
on Irish rights and feelings ‘an appeal to
British and Protestant passion, prejudice
and Interest. The Irish race took up the
Rauntlet thrown down by the wily chief-
tain. In a manifesto issued by the Home
Rule confederation of Great Britain this
letter to Marlborough was denounced as
an open declaration of war upon Irishmen,
their country and their friends, character-
ized the government as a ministry of mis.
fortune striving, after “aix years of feeble-

tion at home, Lo secure a renewal of public

conatituencies the Irish National party | th

ness and cruelty abroad and sham legiala- their bread

confidence by sowing dissension and
hatred between Englishmen and Irish-
men,” The Irishmen of Grest Britain
thus vigoroualy appealed to their country.
menin that hour of trial :
“You should vote against the common
enemy of your country and your race,
Vote agsinst the unscrupulous intriguer,
whose character was so exactly divined
by O'Connell. . . Let no nomines or
supporter of his be aided by any vote of
ours to swell his evil power. Every
bman who loves Ireland, every Irish-
man who seeks and appreciates the friend-
ship of ulionut Em men and m’ul:‘
men, will o © common enem;
:n'puu Enpzuumrd of Ireland and
Great Britain,”

The triumph then achieved through
Irish snergy, Irish unity and Irish deter-
mination is one of the most significant

facts in the political history ot Britain,

Beaconsfield had appealed to Eoglishmen
to declare by their votes a firm purpose
to maintain the supremacy of the Im.-
perial Parliament over even the smallest
local concerns of Ireland and he conjured
the landlords to resist any modification of
the land laws. He had, in & word, appealed
to passion, prejudice and interest. Power-
ful as are those factors in election contests,
they were not then powerful enough to
vanquish the righteous indignation of an
injured and insulted people. Beaconsfield
fell through Irish courage, Irish resolution
and Irish exasperation. Mr, Gladstone
has now fallen throagh & stabborn adhes-
ion to uncalled-for policy of coercion for
Ireland. And so also will fall the incom-
ing Conservative administration if it pro-
nounce itself in favor of any such measure
of repression and constitutional suspen-

sion in regard of Ireland. In fact, if it be
true as stated in a late cablegram, that the
 Marquis of Salisbury and Sir Stafford
Northeote declare themselves unwilling
to take office without & coercion code in
full force of law, they cannot survive the
coming contest. They might well profit by
the experience of one greater than either.
Lord Beaconsfield would reprees and
trample upon Irelandand the Irish, But
Ireland and the Irish proved too strong
even for .this powerful minister. Will a
Salisbury, or a Northcote or even a Mich-
sel Hicks Beach prove able to do that
which a Beaconsfield could not achieve 1

4 REIGN OF TERROR.

S—
The following truly remarkable article
under the above heading lately appeared
in the columns of the Toronto World :

“It is being whispered about —though
as yet not many people bave courage
enough to say it out Ioud—that some-
thing very like a reign of terror is creep-
ing ever the provin:e of Untario. 1t is
not that the liberty of the subject is tram-

led upon by a tyrannieal government ;
ror we have free speech, a free 1
the right of public meeting, The things
that Junius, and Fox, and Brougham
thundered against do mot now
parties in Canads ; though it is hotly dis-
puted amongst us whether revising bar-
tisters, on Sir John’s side, or license com-
missioners and inspectors, and colonization
road agents—on the side of Mr, Blake
and Mr. Mowat—really are or can be
made the stronger vote-compelling power
among the electors. For our part, when.
ever the revising barrister has been
painted particularly black, we think it
then no more than fair play that the pub-
lic should be invited to contemplate also
the army of very active and very power-
ful elector-persuaders that Mr. Alowat
has at his command, scattered throughout
every one of Onterio’s eighty odd consti-
tuencies,

No, it is not the tyranny of any govern-
ment—imperial, dominion, or provincial,
of which we would now speak, Within
these few years past a power has arisen in
our midst—a power that is to-day stron
enough to muzsle both the pulpit lng
the press, in great part, and to interfere
very seriously with the liberty of voting.
It is—let us say it out pldnl’y—the tee-
total or prohibition power, More than
half the press of Ontario fears to offend
this power, and is muzzled—yes, muzzled
is the word. If ministers of the gospel
dare to stop short of taking up the most
extreme total abstinence ground, it is at
their peril. In the Anglican and Roman
Catholic churches the extremists are free
to persuade men, but they cannot dictate,
or intimidate, or command. In some

refuse to go to the extreme of enforcing
teetotalism by act of parliament would be
a marked man, with practically a threat
of exﬁuhion and loss of standing banging
over him, But can such things be, in
this free country, or are the reports to
that effect which we hear “all stuff”—
merely the crazv fancies of beer-dis-
tempered brains? Alas, no! it is all
too true, as many worthy men know to
their sorrow,
Even the doctor who should oppose the
Scott Act too vigorously would be in
danger of losing his practice, and being
stigmatized as a drunkard, though he
might be far enough from deserving the
reproach. As for the youns teacher, be-
ginning in his profession an expecting to
rise in it, he might as well shoot Niagara
in a canoe as to appear and speak at a
Xublic meeting in opposition to the Scott
ct. He would be & doomed man. The
Scott Act men know their peculiar power
over school teachers, as well as over Pro-
testant ministers of the gospel, and they
use this power of theirs most crushingly—
most unmercifully,
A number of years ago Toronto had a
Dunkin Act fight, and more recently Ham-
ilton had her fight, over the Scott Act.
On both occasions clerks and others, in
what are called “situations,” had their
convictions most tyrannically crushed out
of them. In hundreds of instances—
unless the common report of the day was
a bundle of lies made out of whole cloth—
men dependent upon their situations for
were told that instant d

would be the penalty if th dared e
to work or to :o’hqczm tho'th::

vide | 3¢,

other churches the minister who should | H
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The eumity and bad blood between
former friends which the nrnggle devel.
oped in Toronto, must yet remem.
bered by many of our citizens, In Hamil.
ton, bowever, it was far worse as ards
bitterness of feeling which way
created ; and staid and steady-going Hap,.
iltonians have said that they fervently
boped would never see another Scofs
act fight in their city again, It will take
years to wipe out the memory of the
mischief done among friends and neigh.
bors in Hamilton on that occasion,
History tells us that the Jacobins of the
French revolution were terrible, not 0
much because of their numbers asbecause
of their violence. They never at any
time really had the weight of‘&uhlic opin.
ion with them, but they held and used
means of terror, by which people were 0
“cowed” and terror-struck that they dare
not speak their minds. At this very g
ty ‘r u{

a Scott act reign of terror is lgmt

vanced in Ontario, Let us hope that the
deliverance will come “ere long”_yych
deliverance as will restore freedom of
speech to Protestant ministers of the g0s-
pel, outside of the Anglican church, alsg
to teachers in the public schools ; and free.
dom of voting to men whose daily breaq
depends upon their salaries,

CORPUS CHRISTL.

ABoUT 200 CHILDREN RECEIVE THE[g
FIRST COMMUNION—AN IMPOSING CERE.
MONY,

Kingston Freeman.

On last Sunday the Church solemnized
the feast of Corpus Christi, The Chyurch
has set apart this femst with i,
Octave to honorin a practical manper
the glorious inatitution of the great Sacrg.
ment of the Blesed Eucharlst, The
ceremonies attending the celebration of
the feast were gn and impressive, and
were given additional grandeur by the
presence of the children who on that day
made their first communion, The firs
Mass was said at 7.30 o’clock,the celebrant
being His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Dr, Cleary,
Lord Bishop of Ki.nglton. assisted by Rev,
Fathers Twohey and McRae. About 200
boys and girls received Holy Com.
munion. The singing was rendered by
the boys and girls, and consisted of the
First Communion Hymns, “My God, my
:il{" and ‘“Jesus, Gentlest Saviour,” the

ef parts belng taken by Misses Mary

) Katie Irwin, A. Kelly, M. Irwin,

Clara Mooney, and Masters T, J’Connor,
H. Audrian, W. Leahy,and Jos, Brennan,
After Mass, Rev. Father Twohey recited
the prayers for after communion, and then
the children left in ranks for the schools
—the boys going to the Christian Brothers’
and the girls to the Convent of the Con-
egation de Notre Dame—from which
gey were for breakfast, The
church, during this ."3 Mase, was
crowded. From ten o’clock Johnson
street was lined with people waiting to
see the little children, as they wended
their way along the street, headed by
banners, and neatly attired. Misses e
Hanley and Mary Ellen Quigley carried
the banner at the head of the girla’ ranks,
and Musters W, Crowley and James Brady
carried the banner in aq of the
While in chur

bo, boys were
un’t:d in the sanc! and the girls 12
e side

side the railing at each side of
altars,

Grand Mass was sung b{hRﬂ. Father
McGrath, amisted by v. Fathers
Rae and I(ocuzh{, as deacon and
sub-deacon ruretln y. After the Mam
the Most Blewed ~ Sacrament was
carried in procession around the outer
aisles of the Church, The procession was
headed by a cross bearer and acolytes and
was composed of the gitls and boys mak-
ing their first Communion, the sanctuary
boys and pricmknnd Blessed Sacrament,
carried by Rev. Father McGrath, under a
canopy. The clnop‘ was carzied by Ald,
‘6ohn o.;Bii;,;J mdh Ul‘lvl. ll; L-m'd].?'
oion, J, McNaughton, W. Riguey,andJ.
Campbell. The procession, the iongut
that has been in the cathedra! for some
years, made a complete circle of the
church. The choir sang “Pange Lingua”
the sanctuary boys answering.
AFTER MASS
great crowds congregated outside the
cathedral to again get a glimpse of the
hnppx children, who, when once out of
the church, were completely bewildered,
one being shaken by the hands bere,
another kissed, each one’s frisnds vielng
with the other in showing their pleasure
and showering their caresses. The choir
was in full attendauce, and the singing
was of an unusually high character.
Vespers were sung at 3,30 instead of
7.30, after which His Loxdship ascended
the pulpit and preached & very eloquent
sermon, The first part of his sermon
he deyoted to the children, He re:
minded them of the great favor thoy
bad received, and how much more
closely they were united to their Saviour.
e earnestly exhorted them to be
pious in their devotions, holy in their
Bromiul and obedient to the voice of the
burch. He then spoke for some time to
the parents on the great care they should
have, He told them to watch over their
children and bring them up in the fear
and love of God.  He spoke for an hour
and a half.
Master Jas. Rigney, a Jousg Iad of
about ten years, advanced to the altar
railing after the sermon, and read in s
very distinct voice the “renewal of their
baptismal vows.” He was supported on
either side by Masters Eddie 0'Donnell
and Willie Power,
The Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment was then sung, Masters J, 0'Connor,
H, Andrien and Jos, Brennan sing-
ing “O  Sanctissima,” and _the
Misses Molly Flanagan and Aggie C.
Kelly the “O Salutarius,” both of
which were admirably rendered, and
reflected credit on their instructors—the
ls by Rev, Sister St. Mary, and the
oysby Rev, Brother Frederick, During
the rendition of the hymns Sister St, Mary
accompanied them on the organm, and
Brother Frederick led the ainging, After
Benediction the children return o their
schools, where Father Twohey assisted by
several other priests, gave the children
pictures to remind them of their first
communion.
The morning opened by rain and &
thunder ;storm, which rather frightened
the little ones and made them fee! ead,,
but as the day cleared, their little faces
once more beamed with d
Brothers Halward and Anthony b
charge-of the boys during the refreat. *
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Boston Pilot.
our orous contemporary,
Wm Wak'hlgwn, of 8t. Louis:
bave MMJ«.d tgnt one
o of ty are German:
‘whh.om majority are Catholics, A
one-fourth of our population are Iri:
whom nearly are Catholics,
other 200,000 are made up of infidels
unchurched descendants of English, S
and Duteh heretics. Less than 20,00(
members of Protestant denominations
would seem that there is ample fiel
the zeal of Protestant preachers in
city, without o zing missions to C
o)?o:" Half German and onme.-fo
Iriah, or vice versa, with a strong sprin)
of French, Italian and Portuguese, is
usual composition of what certain estee
contemporaries call an “Anglo-Ss
community.” e Wi

Several swindling concerns w!
vertised to pay fabulous prices for ¢‘y
to be done at home,” and succeede:
defrauding hundreds of poor wome
different par e, of the country, have |
brought to griefin Boston lately, A1
reflection on the part of the victims w
have shown them that all such enterp
are downright swindles. No honest ¢
cern need advertise for female hel,
wages ridiculously above the reg

paid for woman’s work in any

ent. There is, alas! too mucl

such labor going begging for employn

every dsy. The invariable demand m

the Jnninn for & deposit of a dc

or two, “as a guaranty,” stamps the t

as & fraud on the face of it, Dist

everybody who advertises to furnish
and remunerative work at home,”

Catholie Columbian.

That Presbyterian assembly in Cin
pati had under diecumion the quest
whether the Catholic Church was
Church of Christ. If they had only
cumed that question more delibera
about foux hundred yerts ago, they wo
not now be engaged in slandering t)
peighbors.

One of our city papers, last week ca
attention to the fact,—lamentable fact,
night gromanldlnq by young women,
gh-ﬁ., s alarmingly increasing, and
consequent familiarity is leading man;
destruction. In some parts of the coun
ths.appearance of women on the stre
without male escort at night, is reguls
by law. In some places, again, the |

most conmives at the growing cust
which is the origin of so much immora
amonget the young. As long as the yo
women retain their maidenly modesty s
shrink from the familiarities and other
casions of sin, we have hope of the mo:
of a people. Where barriers are pla
about the social condition of woman ¢
her position in society is considered sacr
there will we find at least a eense of mo
law. Otherwise only a feeling of sha

revents licentiousness. God alone knc
ow many souls are dragged down to |
daily by infractions of a law as bindi
now as when He rained down the wat
of the deluge upon the world, or the |
and brimstone upon corrupted cities.
Cleveland Universe

To the Catholic these first communi
ceremonies are touching beyond wor
If they are our own children so ble
what bappiness God has granted us! A
way, what memories of the past the oc
sion recalls, and how dear childhe
becomes to us again ! What recollectic

cluster ! the .cﬁo.i pastor, parents in |
grave, friends. of our youth scatte:
and gone! Perha we  retu
home to pres wi our lips a
wet with our tears the fimt commu
ion candle of our dear dead chi
a sacredly treasured relic, or hold in o
hands with emotioh the candle of one s!
left us but for ‘whom in the pride of
young hivod we fear the dangers of |
world, How easy to bring back the bri
boy to our mim‘]Y in that happy innocs
day of his holy first communion ! '
gentle mother hand that pressed the b
ribbons on that candle was able then
guide her boy. Many changes will co:
to these firast communicants in after li
There will be sad homes or happy hom
or no homes at all for them
that now wveiled future. To so:
there will be great temporal s
cess, tempting even more than reverses H
all there wil?be the viciseitudes to whi
bumanity isheir. But the foundation
that first communion well laid, will rar
be 5o undermined as to utterly destr
the Christian structure, The teachings
the pastor, devoted Nums and wort
Brothers, who prepazed them for their f
communion, will sentinel them throu
life and guard them againat fatal m
prises, And even where they fall, the
will be in most cases, please God, a grs
repentance and final perseverance,

The Methodists in our neighbor 1
Dominion of Canada are emulatin th
confreres Who so shouted for blood_- etti
from pulpit and conference during !
war between the States. Rev, C| ;
Ely preached in the leading Metho
ehm-& of Toronto, Ont., on the 8th ing
and inciting against Quebec province, s
that “the &nlﬂilnl might have to dr
the sword against the faltering Frer
papacy, which had its hands at the thr
of the Dominion government.” °
ather think that “Canadians” is & m
Pproper appellation of the French sett!
than of the recent hodge-podge immig
tions that comstitute Ontario, But t
is characteristic cheek. Dispatches
that “the preacher suited his action to
words, and the congregation, someth

unheard of in the Metropolitan Chus
vigorously applauded.”
Brooklyn Catholic Examiner.

Our Protestant friends have a pecu
way of dealing with the colored man 4
brother, There is scarcely a week t

some new cry does not'go up from tl
Press concerning the mecessity of sav
the precious souls of the negroes. In fi
next to the conversion of Roman Cat!

ics, the evangelizing of the colored r

Seems to be the pet project of the oral
and writers of the sects, But it wo
teem that there is a large amount of hv
bug about this kind of talk, and t!
Practically, they have much less sympa
Vith the negro than they pretend to

4As samples of the tendency of our seps
tel brethren to talk one way an

ancther,may be cited the experience of
orel clergymen in the South Caro
Convention of the I

t Eplsopal Church, - where t|




