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* Suepected be hanged,” shouted
the Squire—" 1 beg your pardon,
Father Tom ! This gentleman is in
my custody and there he remains."”

The three walked out into the sun-
ghine. For a moment there was a
hush ; and then—such an Irish cheer
rang, such a yell of triumph and joy
and courage and hope, a8 has been
heard—aye—hundreds of times all
over the world, from the throats of
Ireland’s eens when the flerce glad-
ness of battle had roused them.

No horses drew the carriage that
day to the squire's door, Men and

women, and even the little ones, lent |

willing arms. In front rode the squire,
on his black hunter, the proudest
man in Clare. At the door Marjorie
wasé waiting, and her eyes were shin-
ing. MacMahon bowed low over her
hand, and she did not shrink when he
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priests showed what might be ex-
peched if she fear of fereign inter-
vension had not held back the
syrant's hand.

From 1874 o 1882 the Christianc
again enjoyed relavive peace. But
the mandarins began to disregard
treaty obligations and even proposed
a decres in the Reyal Council for a
general massacre of Christians. The
decree was vetoed by the emperor,
put it shows at least what the
sentiments were $hay animated his
advisers.

The following figures quoted from
the Catholic Encyclopedia will suffi
ciently indicate the ruthlessness of
their methods and the fierce deter-
minasion of the Annamite authori-
ties to destroy every vestige of the
Christian faith. In Eastern Cochin

the iden of personal responsibility $o
God being pressed home upon the

worth forty on a bier.
mind of youth, Iknow of no other

One rose in a sick man's room is

way of making good citizens. There
tore I can say that in its parochial
schoel system your Church has built
an institution that makes for the
conservation of the American ideal
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of life and government.

Mr. Coler is not & Catholic, but, as
we believe, a Mathodist.—Philadel-
pia Standard and Times.
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kissed it. Father Tom laid his hand |
on her head ; and she smiled bravely
at him, ‘' Thaok God! Father Tom,”
said she, “ thank God!”

“Thank God, my child,” said he ;
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but his voice was broken ; and in his
eyes a troubled look.

When they entered he faced the
host. ' Squire Stodart,” said he,
placing both his hands on the other’s
shoulders and looking him square in
the face, ** Squire, did that man die
by accident, or—"'

“1 don’t know,” said the Squire ;
# ggk Tim Lynch. He was there.
But this I do know that it is not by
accident you would die on the gallows
of Ennis town if that flend had
reached Dunbeg Courthouse this day
—not to mention your friend.”

Father Tom fell on his knees. He
bowed his head in his hands.

It was not a merry meal. It could
not be ; but the two needed refresh-
ment and cheer after what they had
gone through ; and both they got.

“And now,” said the Squire at itg
conclueion, ‘' Father Tom, you are &
free man to day as you were yeater-
day, and heaven knowe that's net
saying much ; but as for you, my
young friend —I told you once there
were good horses in my stable. I
tell you 80 now again; if you are wise
you will take the best of them after
dark and make for the north of the
ccunty where the faces ot the Mac-
Mahons are not so well known. Tim
will select the horse for you, and you
are welcome to it—"

That night by the light of a stable
lantern Tim Lynch led out the grand
black hunter. * Tell me,” said
Charles betore he mounted, “ did you
kill Monroe?"

“ No, Master Charles, fate did. We
bad him bound hand and foot in the
loft. The master and myself did it.
I came to have a look at him in the
morning. The scoundrel had seme
way cut the cords on his feot. Imadea
grab at him to tie him againand what-
ever way it happened the cord hang-
ing from his leg tripped him and be-
tween that and the sheve I gave him
to grab him he fell over baek wards
off the loft and, begannies, he broke
his neck.”

“ 1 gee,” said Charles.

“ Ayeh wisha, Master Charles, isn't
it worse to think of yourselt with
your neck stretched. As for him, he
has only got hie due. Sure 'tis only
cheating the hangman.”

Fond was the parting between those
two, who as little beys had played
together. “' God speed yeu,” said
poor Tim, " and keep you safe, and
His Holy Mother,” and he kissed Mac-
Mahon's hand .over and over, while
his tears dropped fall and hot. Well
he realized what he had done to save
the two lives. “ God speed you!”
And he stood at the gate looking intc
the darkness long after the last hoeof-
beats had died away.

But over the crest of the hill, where
the firs shut out the last view of the
house, MacMahon, thinking of the
last whispered words of Marjorie,
and taking a long look at the lighted
windowe — sighed deeply into the
folds of the collar of his riding coat.
—J O'H Devine, in the Catholic Bul-
letin of Dublin.
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THE CHURCH IN INDO CHINA

Indo China may be for many of
our readers little more than a name,
a souvenir from the geography les-
sons of their school days ; and yet
Indo China is that vast country
lying the extreme south of Asia,
co nprising Burmah, Cambodia, Coc-
hin China, Siam, Annam, Tonking,
Laos, and the Malay Peninsula. Its
approximate area is 735000 square
miles, with a population of over
34 000,000. It is a land rich in re
sources ; the soil is admirably adapt-
ed for cultivation, rice being the
principal crop produced to feed its
teeming millions. Owing to the
dampness caused by the excessive
density of its luxuriant vegetation,
the climate is unhealthy for white
men.

But the inealubrity of Indo China
has never prevented the inflaence of
the Catholic Church from penetrat-
ing to every quarter of that vast
land. The native hatred of Euro
peans prevented the Portuguess mis
sionaries, who preached the Gospel
there in the sixteenth century, from
effecting many conversions, but
after the arrival of the noted Father
Alexander de Rbodes, in 1627, Chris-
tianity began to make headway.
This date is usually given a8 the be-
ginning of the religious history of
Indo China, a history that has been
written in letters of blood, for the
persecutions undergone by the Indo-
Chinese at the hands of their tyran-
pical rulers form one of the most
pathetic chapters in the annals of
miesionary lite. Father de Rhodes
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| —were destroyed.

bad to his credit a rising Church of
30,000 fervent Christians, and even
martyrs, when his visit to Europe
gave an impulse to the creation of
the Society of Foreign Missions, in
Paris, a society which has for nearly
three centuries been furniehing the
world with an army of French mis-
sionaries whose zeal for souls and
intrepidity in suffering, even to
martyrdom, are a source ot pride for
all Catholics.

For a hundred years after the
establishment of the Church in Indo-
China, the apostolate had its inter-
mistent periods of peace and perse-
cution, of wholesale conversions and
wholesale martyrdom ; but in the
end the continued opposition of the
pative sauthorities to the faith
reached s climax, and it was feared
that the work of a century would
have to be abandoned. It -was a
vicar apostolic, Mgr. Pigneau de
Behaine, whose life reads like a
romance, who in the middle of the
eighteenth contury succeeded in en-
listing the active intervention of
France and gave that nation an in-
fluence in Indo China which, be it
said to her credit, she used to foster
the interests ot the Church. Her
strong arm kept in leash the fury of
the pagan Annamites against the
missionaries and their converts, but
she comld not prevent local petty
persecutions which, however, far
trom retarding conversions, only
multiplied them.

It was not till the accession of
Minh-Mang, who detested Europe
and Burepeans alike, that real per
sesution broke out. The reign of
this emperor, trom 1820 till 1840, was
a continual orgy of fanaticism, bru-
tality and hate. Im 1826, he pub-
lished a decree absolutely proscrib-
ing the Christian religion and eon-
demning to death all Earopeans who
should be arrested on Annamite
territory, as well as all natives who
remained faithtul to their Christian
teaching. In 1833, the edict was ex-
tended to the entire nation and the
executioners began te buscher Chris-
tians with a frenzy equalled only in
the first ages of the Church. Free
scope was given everywhere to the
ferecious instincts of the pagans
who were ordered to ' strike with-
owt pity ; inflict torture; put to death
all who refuse to trample on the
cross.” For seven whole years this
terrible edict was obeyed with un-
paralleled cruelty, Bishops, priests,
the faithful, even children of tender
years, were put to death ; but the
exeesses of Minh Mang only served
to bring out in strong relief the
fervor and heroism of the Indo-
Chinese. To cite one example : in
the savage massacre of 1888, the
native Christians, regardless of their
own lives, broko through hedges of
goldiers to gather up the blood,
clothing, chaine and yokes of their
dead martyrs. Even the blades of
grass crimsoned with their blood
were carried away a8 relics.

At the death of this tyrant in 1841,
the persecution slackened for a time,
and the Church, active and invigor-
ated by the mnoble examples of
her martyred children, began to re-
cuperate and grow again 1n numbers
and in influence. This peace was
not to last long, however. Ten years
later Tu-Duc, another emperor,
jssued an edict accusing the Chris-
tians of conspiraey against him,
Every European priest was to be
cast into the sea and every native
priest was to be cut in two. Four
years later the teaching of the Cath-
olic religion was forbidden through-
out the empire and the persecution
was renewed with fury, thousands
shedding their blood for the faith.
Between the years 1857 and 1862 the
list of martyrs in Annam alone num-
bered 115 native prieste, 180 nuns
and more than 5000 of the laity.
Almost one hundred towns, all cen-
ters of Christian activity, were de
stroyed, and 800,000 inhabitants
gcattered throughout the country.
Forty thousand of these died ot ill-
treatment, starvation and misery,
and the possessions of the remainder
were confiscated. Tu Duc concluded
a treaty of peace with France in
1862, not because there was any
change in his hatred of Christianity
but because he feared that a revolu
tionary party which was growing
would secure the support of France.
Freedom of worship was an article
embodied in this treaty, and an era of
recuperation set in once more. Con-
versions multiplied by thousands,
but petty persecutions and occagion-

al assassinations

churches, presbyteries, 2 seminaries,
a printing establishment, 17 orphan-
ages, 10 convents, and 225 chapels
In Southern Coc-
hin China 10 native priests and
8,685 Christians were massacred in
the province of Quangtri alone—the
two remaining provinces supplied
bundreds of martyrs ; two-thirds of
the churches, presbyterias. ete., of
the mission were pillaged and
purned. In the mission of Southern
Tong King 163 churches were burned;
4,700 Catholics were executed ; while
1,181 died of hunger and misery.
These figured apply only to the year
1885. In 1888, 8 French mission-
aries, 1 native priest, 63 catechists,
and 400 Christians were massacred
in Western Tongking, while 1,000
Catholics only saved themselves by
flight. The carnage extended even
to the remote forests of Laos, where
geven missionaries, several native
priests, and thousands of Christians
were butchered.

Notwithstanding all those persecu-
tions, without parallel since the
fiercest days of the Reformation, the
Church in Indo China at the pr t
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time is fairly prosperous ; nearly &
million Catholics are practising their
religion under a well-organized hier-
archy. Butthere are obstacles loom-
ing on the horizon, and it is to over-
come these that Indo-China has been
recommended to the prayers of our
Associates during the present month,
One of the greatest of these obstacles
is the growing influenee of Japanese
and Chinese rationalistic thought
among those intelligent races. A
craving for knowledge, an ambition
to surpass even Europe in this re-
spect, is taking possession ef themt.
Young men are sent to European
universities to be educated, many of
whom return to their native country
with their paganism undiminished
and strongly dosed with rationalism.

And yet the faith must continue to
make conquests in Indo-China. The
vicars apostolic ask the prayers of
our members for the welfare of the
Church eommitted to their care.
Onme of them recently wrote : * The
Apostleship of Prayer, canonically
erected in eur vieariate, in assuring
us the help ef she prayers of milliens
of its Associates, will be a pledge of
our success. With confidencs, then,
do we solicit the help of those prayers,
and our heartfelt gratitude is ten-
dered to the piows souls who will
think of our little flocks hidden out
here in an unknown corner of the
Orient. The Heart of Jesus wishes
also to be loved and served here.”
Let our readers generously respond
to this appeal ; let them pray that a
land which has been 8o copiously
watered with the blood of martyrs
may bring forth a rich harvest of
souls.

E. J. DEVINE, S.J.

SEEING LIGHT AT LAST

S

It is & reassuring symptom of the
times that at nearly all conventions
of educators recently held the nasty
fad which was so hotly taken up at
first—the thing called “sex hygiene”
—was condemned, and in some cases
very emphatically condemned, 88
wrong in principle as well as in the
methods proposed for its study. On
the other hand, there is & growing
demand by educators that religious
education be included in the curricu-
lum of the Publie schools. The Hon.
Bird 8. Coler, former Controller of
New York, who in his earlier years
had been a stout defender of the
theory thatthesegregation of children
of one religion in special schools was
antagonistic to American institutions
and the American spirit of freedom,
is now convinced that he was in
error, and the schools in the right.
He said, speaking at St Patrick’s
Academy, Watervliet, N. Y., on June
29, that the trouble with the Public
schooi system was the absence of the
essentials that make for character
building. Denominational diver-
sity had made it impossible, he said,
to agree upon the form which re-
ligious education should take in the
Public schools. Neither the 8o-
called ethical culture system nor the
gcientific system could take the
place of religious instruction.

How strange it is for me, with my
early prejudice against the denomin-
ational schools, to be constrained by
the facts of life to turn to these
gchools as the hope of the American
people! I have tound in the par
ochial schools the saving principle
which has been eliminated in the
Public school system. I found a
gecular education which®in every
recent test has shown superior effici-
ency over the Public school educa-
sion. I found the idea of authority
domirativg moral instructions and

| the 1dea of the Divinity vitalizing
of miuionuy‘

moral 1nstructions. I have found
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