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YHE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
OLIC (_:E_EBCB.

BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
CCLXXVIL.

We have seen how the Cat bolie
Church, in all her documents, from the
Canon Law to the treatises of particu
lar theologians, has always affirmed the
entire consistency with religion of any
particular form of civil government,
mwonarchy, aristocracy, oI democracy,
or any inter-mixtures of these threc
principles, provided only that they
secured peace, justice, and the publie
good.

How is it then that for more than a
century past the French Catholies have
been disposed to treat monarchy as if
it were an essential part of the Cath-
olic religion, and to view a republican
as differing little from a heretic, or an
infidel ? Kven American Catholies,
coming over to Irance, secm to have
been viewed with alarm and dislike, if
they frankly avowed their hearty per-
ference for their own system of govern-
ment and society.

Since Pope Leo has reminded the
French Catholics that this identifica-
tion of monarchy with orthodoxy is
wholly unwarranted, there have been
some amusing, and some rsather startl-
ing, exemplifi Jtions of the obstinacy
with which the French Catholics have
clung to their old way of thinking. For
instance, some eminent priests, includ-
ing, I think, a bishop or two, who were
visiting Algeria, were hospitably re-
ceived at a certain nunnery, and stayed
about a fortnight, but laughingly re-
marked that they had bubt little atten-
tion from the good Sisters, who were
all the while busily e sed in praying
for ** the Holy Father’s conversion.”
Here they were actually treating the

that of St. Louis, ** noblest and holiest
of monarehs,’’ as Dr. Arnold has right-
ly termed him. However unworthy
personally, every succ seding King of
France, nay, every rucceeding KFrench
Catholie, has felt in his or her own
veins a glow of communicate d sanetity.
One child of France alone, when her
canonization is complete, will stand by
his side, namely, the holy Maid, who,
by heaven's commission and inspiratid®,
raised the prostrate Oriflamme, and
gaved the children of St. Louis from
s 1bjugation.

To these aceumulating claims upon
reverence, inseparably fusing patriot-
ism and piety, has been added the fact,
which is elsewhere unknown in history,
of the long continuance of the Capetain
lir It has been pointed out that in
almost every strain of regal or noble
descent, the dignity either becomes
extinet, or by intermarriage, shiits
from family to family. Almost every
line long raised above the common
level, at length expires in heiresses.
King Edward, for instance, is a descend-
ant of Egbert, but our sense of econtin-
wousness is somewhat confused by the
shiftings, through female descent, from
the house of Cerdie to that of Nor-
mandy, from that to the Plantagenets,
from them to the Tudors, from them to
the Stuarts, from them the Guelphs, and
{rom them to the Wettins, of which last
family Edward VIL is the first King.

On the other hand, for nine hundred
years there have never been lacking
male heirs, in the male line, of Hugh
Capet. Since 987 no one has ever re-
ceived the sacred unction at Rheims
but a true Capetian, There has never
been any shifting except from one line
to another of the same august dynasty.
The two or three intruding coronations

salem, so does Holy Church weep and
lament over the souls of many of her
children. They do not know the things
which are for the peace in this their
day. What is ‘‘ this their day "' ? 1t
is this mortal life ; this very short and
uncertain life; this life given to us to
prepare ourselves for an immortal life
to be shared with the immortal God.
We may call it a day, for it is only a
day, and less than a day in comparison
with eternity. It is as a light cloud
passing across the sun.

And what are the things which ap-
pertain to their peace? That we are
ercated by God in His own image and
likeness ; to love and serve God in this
world in order to be happy with Him in
the next. That if we obey Him and do
His will we shall reach our final des-
tiny ; but if we are disobedient and live
for this world, and make ourselves our
own God and despite the God Who
ereated us, we shall be for ever ban-
ished from IHis presence, to spend our
eternity in everlasting regret. If we
live according to these things we shall
have peace, all the peace we are cap-
able of here; a peace which the world
cannot afford, and everlasting pe:
when this world is over.

But, alas! these things are hid from
the eyes of a great many. Why? Be-
cause they wilfully shut their eyes so
that they may not see them. If they
open their eyes to see them, then thay
would have to quit their guilty pleas-
ures and their ill-gotten gains. That
they are detc rmined not to do, and it
makes them unhappy to think that the
time is coming when they must render
an account ;and to escape this unhappi- | B8 400 the ‘_j‘(‘,”“‘{;’°,f,‘2{’ﬂ:u'g;'r“3,’§‘,i'.;
ness they put the thought away as 8l it all meant.
quickly as they can. In this way they will send you, free of chArE?. 5
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at Paris have lacked all stamp of trad-
itionai sanctity. Iven the unwilling
presence of a Pope conld not transform
the Corsican adventurer into a Cape-

Chief Pontiff very much as if he were a
heretic, or at the very least had been
saying things *' offensive to pious ears.”’
Indeed, I presume the worthy but over-
zealous Sisters would have declared
that he had been doing this last, which
of course is abstractly possible, where
a definition is not involve d.

Of course no i ivacted  French
Catholie, man or Woian, ,uld dare to
gay outright that moenireny is essen-
tially involy ! in orthodoxy. I'hey do
say, however, thii i from
the beginning, opuobeauiam among
them has been ed with irrelig-
jon, and above all witl hostility to the
Catholic religion. ‘Lhis seal of irrelig-
jon, they maintain, instead of grad
nally loosening itself from French
Republicanism, becomes day by day
more indissolubly adherent to it.
They reminded his late Holiness, rev-

erently but decidedly, that he, being

an Italian, could not well have that

inner sense of Ifrench matters which
they enjoyed, and might therefore be

deceived into thinking the present
government  to be the
choice of the nation, when it had r
gecured itself in power by
overbearing the genuine
France.

Leaving this point for the preser t

permanent
ally
intrigues
sense ol

tian prince.

What then could it seem to the Cath-
olic piety of France but the very
striking of the sun out of the sky,
when this trebly sacred throne was
suddenly overturned by a rabble ront
of athiest barbarians, and the Son of
St. Louis, with his spouse and his sis-
ter, was hurried to the guillotine ?

The French Catholics seemed to
themselves to be all at once push »d off
the edee of existence into the onter
darkness, or rather into the outskirts
of hell, with its raving demors.

We will consider this fwrther.
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