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RACHEL NOBLE'S EXPERIENCE.
CHAPTER XIX,
F.\NNY:md I, were in the Babit of going: fre-
quently /to New, Broom.. We ‘never: staid
long at a time, as we preferred going together, and
__ it did not suit yery well for us to be away for a
Tengthenéd period ; had we gone separately, we
"“might haVé ‘made longer visits. It was a long while
"before T noticed, but at last I did notige,that some
kind ¢fchange had come over Jobn and',.\hry; they
had grown very grave and soicmq and even mel.
ancholy, I'thought. I langhingly remarked this t6
them, 144" ‘they both said,” “ Indeed fhey weré
no it A
o Well, * 1 said, still laughing, you. often; Jook
‘88 'if"you had committed 2 murder, had hid, the
B4dy in the garden, and expected any chance. per

".l“i;a‘s tremendous,”. said John ; ““really - Ra-
chel, to be the practical person you pass yourself
off for, you havg a very Jively, or rather deadly
imagination.”

“Well,” I said, “ look at Mary now, and. tell
poe if L only imagine that she looks solemn and
preoccupigd ?”

“Sa lam,” said Mary, both sélemn 'and preoc-
cupied, I was just thinking how I could make a
leg of lamb keep fresh for some days longer in this
weather.”

“ Qertainly,” I maid, ‘* that's enoygh to make
anyohe Took solemn, ‘Bift you should not infect the
childreni—they are groWing Guite solt and semti-
mental ; you'd better ' let them go with us to
L pand we'll get over the little Mylses ; their
sentimental vein is not unduly culfivated, I assate
y ou, and they will brace them up, otherwise you'll
be having them too gobd for this world, as people
say” \

And rédl)y ‘there was often a rush of tendermess
Th 'Mary's véice and manner towards her chiidnn.
the Plathos’ b which ‘struck me ; it always seemed
a8’ if'"she Were' deprecating some . calamity that
wiight ‘B hanging over them. .

On this occasioa,ve stai { over the Sunday. Jokin
was to preach, When Mary came doyn to break:
fast on Sunday marning she told ws that, her ks
band had been very unwell, that she had done all

had seen him before—that he was the person who | garden, which oo this summer morning was dress-|  “Kind to myself-—where could I go for a week's
had ‘escaped: drowning at Leericlaw, He was | ed in its best; thegwindow was open, and. the black: | play that I could be better? and he is an old friend
looking at us, as if he was not wholly ignorant as ! bird: and the ' mavis gave ws mausic for ouwr meal. fof  mine; I have known him “since he aed 8
to whowe were. } thought~~* Can this man| Presently tbe children ran im with ‘radiant, faces | boy.”
have stumbled into that.church by accident, or has'|and  well brushed curls, to say 1good moming and (' ' ‘¥ou relieve my mind aveiund g you bl
he some such hold o John Mengan as he. has on | give a kiss all round. Jn a little while they $ubs | advise him, to take care.”
his Sister; and was . it his _presence  that ‘agitated | sided. on stoals to enjoy thetops of the eggs, which |« I shall,” he said emphatically. , “That's all
him to sich a degree "1 almost hoped. it for a very | they claimed as their penquisites. . They were vVery | the advice he needs, and if he acts on it he is b
painful impression’ would - gcens: to. me—1 . gould { fime childeen, s boy and 8 g¥rl, aud having a sénse |—brain disease, indeed! You must, lose that
not avoid the idea that thelforgettulness, the indis- | of propesty ; in. them made; them all the dearer to | trick of interpreting symptoms, Miss Noble; lndies
timct utterancé, the unadcguptable loss of self-con | me, although I dont think I.was less fond of Liz-|are eacroaching on our profession, 1 Refionn | but
trol, were | symptoms. of incipient brain  disease. { zie's two Jittle girls, ! I don't approve of it altogether.” ‘
I almost forgot thei map whose appearance; had |+ Faony and 1 had 1o seturn 10 Ly, that day, “Do you know, doctor, I think John is turning
again roused | oy, curiosity, and byrrigd to, the | and we had to leave early in the forenoen, | fox | 4 teetotaler 2"
House." ‘I metone of the 'servants in the . lobby,| which we, were vexy somy,, . 1 earnestly,gequested | |, “Eh, what! he is not makisz a parade of teeto-
and found that John and Mary had gone to their | both John and Masy,  if he bad; such anather al-| talism is he? I should consider that a very bad
own rcom.:  I.smd tothe seryaat, / Jane, has your { tack of iliness to have 3 doctor; and I camforted | symptom indeed,” and he aclual.u_loohed grave,
mastet any attack like this before ?” | myself by - considering 1that I qould speak of the | ' “There; doctor--there’s prejudice for youzdfa
“ Wesmaam,” she, said, . once pr twice, since | matter. to Dr, England., We had, just jsgid goed- | man’s a total abstainer why shouldu't be et it be
Lcame, but never ‘on a sabbath day afore.” | bye and deiven away, when 1. saw the man; the | kneyn, ; I suppose, you call, that maki s
The girl, k knéwi had.only been six' mopths in | stranger of yesterday, gome round  the garden | parade?’ . .

Mary took this view of the case, no, wonder _ that | ‘Do you knew  that man,” { said, “who _has just

they laoked gmve somgtimes—but why had they, | come n view?”

not spoken of it, why, above all, had they not had | ‘How shopld I? -1

medical advige ? { herg:’ 1
Mary came down o dinner, looking pale, but . “H¢ does not belong to New. Broom, he 15 | ‘

quite cheerful comparatively ; she said, * John was { SOmetimes in Lromy i that's 3 different thing."

much better but meant to keep his own100m for! . I would have given something to know whether | ‘‘But. she never would have harboured sueh a

the rest of the day ; she bad no doubt that tosmor| he was going to call at the manse, but before he | bold notion unless John had promoted it.”

'a.sked the doctor.” .
' ‘“No--1didn't hear him speak of it, hut Fiany
" kngw _véry, few peopl® i tells, ¢ that Mary wishes to become a total ab-
stainer, and keep house on the principle~—"

“Ah !” interrupted the doctor, “that’s it—is it ?

the house ; ray ears weve confirmed —if John and | wall towands the manse. |, Itouched Fapny’s amm, i “Daes he let it be known. that he is l(eemk%*

okt 0w o6 LI,
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up and exclaimed, 4 Hullo Jack I” Are you go-
ing with ;e ? what a pum thing, Why I dreamt
about, you dikes blazes last night.” Ae then related
his dream, which was, that he was lying senseless
in the hreak when I woke him, to tell him that
the train was covered with blood. I must con-
fess I looked ypon this as an omen; and was very
much afraid something out of the way was going
to. happen,;

Howgver, we started our train; and arrived at
Botley ,in dus course;, . As we  were not due to
leave unul 5:30 p. #s, Jimmy asked me to stay on
the spot, whilst he went to get a glass of something
warm. S0 s it was A, feasfully cold wimter's night,
and dark as pitch, I took my coffiee into the points-
man's box and warmed it up, and made mysell
comfortable foran hpur,

But the time passed.on, and no Jimamy came
and just ax it was Simhe to ‘st home, and the
signals were :right for | our departare, some, men
came dowtr:! 66 ithorstation bhearing something
heavy) which upomoexamination, provedto be
Jimmy in & most helpless drunken “state. The
men said he had come inte the public house, and
some gents hail stoad treat, and had made the
poar: beggat asdrunk: ay a fiddle.

What on earth wias' I to do ? After a few minutes
hesitation I tesolved' to'save him from disgrace,
as T hoisted Win inte the break and giving driver
a wave of mylsmp, and right a-head Bill" I set to

row ke would be quite well”  Faany grew cheer- | gok the length of the gate we were whisked round | ‘‘You id‘“i‘_" that style °f. matrimony, - Miss
ful too oOn this intelligence. | a comet.and out of sight, | Noble—you think that's all as it should be ?”
“ But Mary,” Isasd, “ 1 find this is nat the| = As wetravelled, Fanoysaid,  “Lam always very | /] admire Mary—I. am not apt to admire a
first attack of the kind he, bas bad ?” sorry to leave New: Broow; & dont keow a more | degree of virtye that's out of my own reach.”
“ How do you know ?" she s3id. delightful place, u"ﬂ' #0 little' .about it to | . The doctor Il.mghed and went away, When he
* Oh, Jane toldwme ; I asked her, and I think {hertor destroy: Do, you kaow, Mies Noble, ] |retumed from New Broom he reported Jobn, in
you have been-wrong in o). speaking of it, and | haven't. been able 1o, prevent myself thinking of | perfect health, but said that ashe promised he had
getting a doator's adyice at gnee,”’ our. poar; old | servant, ' Samh, Wilsov. ' [imuch | positively dosed him with a good advice. = “[
“Y¥om might have ; done better. than ask Jame | dowbt shelearned to drink inour thouse; X know | perfectly \mdml‘m! the nature of his attacks, and
questipns_of the sart; servants always exaggerate | she made a pmctice of drinking all that was left in | told him how to avoid lhc.m for the ﬁ.m:re. He has
anything of the kind,—violent headache and oe- | the glasses.” | it in his own hands; care is all tha(. is needed.” I
casional mestal depression only take a day: or two| “I know she did; 1 once spoke ta hevabout it.” ‘, was very grateful to have my anxiety removed,
to wearoff,” I never had coumge. ta. do that; besides whatr ', 7%, be continued |
I 'did not say more, for I did not wish 1o alare | 800d was speaking to de? She was not,going to be |

take charge of the ‘trafn myself.

It was a hard OB, but T was well up to the
mark, and by shee# Hard work and good luck, we
ran into Cookeford yard about 9 o’clock, an hour
late. -

I went and got on ‘the engine to havea chat
with the driver, “Well,* aid he, “1 reckon we
did that pretty well I' My éyes, whata jump my
engine gave just this side of Bilton. I thought
for,sure we had gone off.”

I then gotoff the ‘eqine, and for something or
other, I walked round to the front of it. T hap-
pened to tumn, my lamp towardsit, and almost

Her, it might be unnecessarily, but.k resolved to | convinced thatiit was 3 bed thing for her. when | A GUARDS DREAM
tatk the’ matter'dvet with John. [ almost every. body in the house took ityand - we:) o aits it & Andw O |
Nett morning ['saw ‘him fror my; window at | lived by the sale. ofit.” | NE, my lads!I've been a railway guard in |
work inthe garden, trausplanting stock gillysflowers. “That’s quite true,” I said; “but let'!us; hope | A my time, dnd wis reckoned, too, as lissome |
He had the finest flowers of dll kinds ; it wasworth | that things ate not 56 bad with Sardh yet, ‘We'l| 89 | 2 felléw as ever did a fly-shunt down three roads,
the jowindy from L=+ 08e¢ the sucsession of flow: ‘ and call mpon her soon, and try what we ¢an d¢ to | And well. I might be, for I ran withsome rave good
tr-beds ; indeed e made pets of his vegetables too, | get her and thet - husbarid 'to beoonie abstainers,” | men in my time, and got part |of my trdining wa- |
having cabbages of some putuliarly deligate, kind, | . ““I:wonder ievery bne is not thdt; but L. needa't }det poor Gearge Barnes, and everybody knows |

she Could to persuade hun pot.ta preach, but’he
was determined to do it, as na_substitate could at ;
that hour be had, ‘

“ Bat Magy,” I said,; “ It is mo.. duty to predch |
it he is 50 unable—I'll go up and ses how  he i,
and try. to advisq him."”

“ Don't go,” she said in a tone &lmost of en
treaty, “It will make no difference,and he won't care
t0 be interrupted at preseat,when he is preparing.’”’

|

Of course 1 did not insist on visiting him, so |
that I did not see him till he was going up the |
pulpit stairs. I understood that a violentheadache

was what he chiefly complained of ; he frequently |
put his hand to his forehead, during the service, |
whilehis eyes—as I have
ing from bilious headiche—laoked
usual, dnd his face was slightly flushed. I was

sorry that he should have thought it nacessary to |
preach, and Mary [ooked positively agitated about

him. She watched him most intently, and I saw |
her fingers working mervously in her closed hand. |
He got on tolerably well, except that he seemed

o forget sometimes what lie was saying, and had |
0'go back a few sentences, and he had a litite |
difficulty’ih enuncisting distinctly ; be was near |
the end- of his discourse, and was not’ speaking of |

dcen in persons suffer- |
brightér than

iiamything-—jadging ffom my own feelings to canse |

it whea he 'suddenly applared <uite .overcome,

even'Mary:y/there was ‘d dead bnshi In a fow

Lmsinutes he rose again, - said that he had  hot | felt

iwell, that he ‘would not have béen io the pulpit, if
/1 ve dould hinbe securbd 'the services of a hréther

vfor taking his manuscript and  reading the
ond: . Hiedid so; and closed the senvices. Mazy
hurried 'from the pew and went with ‘him to the
house.

As Fanny and I, in coming out of ‘the church,
wére passing the foot of the stait thit led to the
gallery above, T saw a ‘man Iooking‘nlently. at us,
~he was near the head of the stair-sa middle-
aged, disreputable-looking man; I wa¢ certain 1

to
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reaily to cut hefore. the. calibages of other ppeple | wonderwhed 1 see my own father.. Do you know |'he was the best goods gruard that ever ran between
had made up their minds to grow, . 5¢.1 hied | se b the /hortors . connected: with dndking have bee V| Lotiden and Leiceste. i But 4. was only an under- |
into the garden fragrant with.ths rich breath of the { like ahillstone/abeut my sedk: vver sidce. & coudrl | gunrd; at dehst; & lefV just. when . L had passed a
summer mordumig, and congratylajed . him lw,LxM? Ministers going about dmongat their PES | head one. Ape; and Litked the job, and meant to
being able to Be.at wark. . /He said, * Two hours | ple 'must $é¢ the terxible! -evils of it ome.. would | dowell at it - Then why did you leave it ?"

work in the garden he always found to be. better | think they would rise as jone man to put. it down, | some will say. Why, because the company asked
than any medicine.” | but they:don’t. - Mary says there's aot: a:total ab- | e t9 2 which mehns, in: plain language, I got the
“ For all that,"/ 'said, you should ‘hot allow a |'stainer in|their, presbytery, they, all drink, and | gck | '

turn or iliness ke yesterdays to pass unnoticed— | some of them not a litthe; she says she would most It waswhen I

you should hate nedical advice~-prevention is ten | gladly abstain, and keep house on the same prin

times easier and better than cure.” | ciple, but she does not think, i the circamstances,
‘ There can't be two opinions about that,” he | it wonld do.”

“Indeed!” | exclaimed, ‘“‘that is somvlhm;‘

L wall tell you how it happeped.
was stationed at Cookeford, just after I was mar
ried. I had justbeen “‘passed,” but had not yet
taken charge of a train mysell.
said and he went on busily digging a hole with his | One night I came in from a journey, and asked
| mew-—Mary come to that poimt.  1had no idea of | the foreman what train I was booked for on the
it; F'have given up speaking about it to themyand | following day.
is ] ohn of the satme opinion ?" / ‘ The 12:30 p. m. pick-up to Botley,” said old

“Well, she didn’t say so, and I didn't speak to  Bob
probably relaxation, change, a few 'weeks on the him of it. It is very pleasant isn’t it tosee bow |  “ All right,” rephed 1,
a world | much ke is loved by his people, so many 6f them that's rather hard on me.”
of good, and would not be very bitter medicire.™ | inquiring for him both lust night and to-day; there | this train three days alceady, and it was a welk

“ Not at all ; has been quite a ferment about him. ' I daw 'one | known hard one.
at home—~if my disease is curable it will | of Nis elders this morning whild  you were in the “ Can’t help it,” said the imperturbable- Bob
[ can be my | garden; such 2 fineold man, but sterndooking ton, | ¢ 've got no other under-guard to go with it.”
"and he dibbled a gilly-flower into its 4 I could have fancied him at Bothwell Bridge with With that I went off home, and after having had
hole. a scythe in his hand—he was quite moyed aboat | my supper retired tomy “ downy,”

I'sad| ““ John don't trifle ; I shall be very un«| the minister's illness.” 1 dan’t know whether .or not my supper was
happy if I ‘shink you are neglecting the means of |+ 4] hope all cause of arxioty will pass away, but | extra hedvy that night, but 1, dreamt; most fun
health.” itis very gratifying to see it.” { osly, and this was my deeam ] thought I had

“I should be/- very sorry to make you unhappy, |' - 'We wede not long: at home ajain- when), our | just come home!with the, Botley pick-up, and w.“.
Rachel; but really; I have no nm-d/m;a.dvk'c from/| doctor ealled, dnd 1 scized ah opportunity, of | walking along the, train, when L found to my
doctors -0 am: in petfoct health.”/ F'telling hiniof  John's illness. and detailing, so far | horror thn engine wts drenched with  blood. I

*You idid mot look very like: it yesterday—by | as I knew them, s syroptoms, and funting at whag | Dagk Lo may hrgak-van, and everything seemed
the by," I said, *did you notice a man, a stranger, | I ‘conceived they poiated. coveradl in blood whesever, I went, ; I got to the |

trowel ‘

“Well,” I mid, 1f you aro dfraid of alarming
Mary-—although I don’t think concealment of any |
kind goed-—you might consult a doctor Quietly ;
“ but, dash it, Bob !
Continent just abpresent might do you For I had been with
only I don’t require it,and pre
fer-being
cure at home as well as elsewhere

own doctor,’

n the galleryya mdn I haté seen  somewhere |
before? I www hini ‘coming down' the staimsesl |
wondered if you khew  him, or what broaght him |
thérel i v arly 4

“I 'didn't' notide any one . in particular, but db )
this season there are oftch strangers present.”

“Well, | but didn't he say he was in perfect
healsh? 1o it 1004
“Ves, hesgid.” 0 |
“Iheny why be uneasy—why nat believe it?"
“He roay feel so; and yet be in. danger,”
“Soy we are all in danger.

We gdthered some flowers /for the breakfast. | any disease but what he may doctor limself, as he
table, and went ihi . It tas a wonderfully pleasant | says, but I'lligoiand see him; L'l make. arrange-
retréat on a susimet -day, ) the manse  of New | ments; and spend a week with hiny; Iimay be able
Broom. Dhe dining room, in which we breakfast- | to give hima good advice.”

ed had a lrge bowwindew looking into thc{

“You are very very kind.”

o 4 P

,l

| van and called my, mate, and found, him lying all {
his length on the floor,and all my efiorts to, rouse
hisaweye futile,
andi ] found mysell trembling violently,

{and, whes the time came, went ,on duty, and in

I got up,

{ Stokes was going in charge of the train; and I was
{ rather surprised at the name, as bhe was: the very
{man I had dreamt;about the night before. My
| surprise, however, was considerably heightened,
| when; a few minutes after, Jimmy himself  came

In fact, the attempt woke me, |

staggered back with fright, for all the front part of
it was splashed with b and ‘pieces of human
flesh. My dream flashed upon me in'a moment.
Almost sick it the srghlr,‘ I'yelled to the-driver And

the men who were abotit the yard, who all

nd and stared with Horror.

The driver was the §rst’ 10 speak. « We have
run over some oné,” said he, and then cllled our

attention to the jump the engine gavé at Bilton.
$0 we sent, Jimmy home on the quiet, and then
steamed towards Bilton to search.

Wesoon, by the aidof our lamps, found the
mangled remains of & poor labourer, who had
evidently been. returping  from work. His body
was nearly all in pieces, and it was with difficulty
we collected the differcnt parts of him,

The next day there was a coroner’s inquest, and
to save Jimmy’s character we primed him up with
astory as well as we could. But somehow or
other ‘lhc inquest was adjowrned fora week, and
then we were all summoned to give evidence.
Jimmy was called, in the ¢ourse of the inquiry,
and was s0 frightened by what had happened, and
anxiety on his own account, that he madea terrible
mess \;l it. The coroner was a sharp little man,
and ferreted about so, curiously that, by some
means or othen, the whole business came out—
Jimmy's drunkenness and all.

Though the accident was no fault of ours, yet we
all got reprimanded strongly. About a week after
we were both summoned before the ** Gaffes” at
Cookeford, and told that the directors had ordered
our immediate dismissal from the service— Jimmy
for getting drunk om duty, and me for culpably
concealing the fact,

Sol'got the “sack” from the Midland ; but I
gotso good acharkcter from the station-master at
Cooketord (whey hy-thebye, in some things is the
best Kittle han that evér wore the “ griffin”), that
F'soon got a jab, and am now doing well,

Somie of you won't ‘beliove about the dream,
but T'can assure you'' I have told you facts. from
the first to the dast. < Railway Service Gasetle.

-

A Texax tells this story of lost opportunities

Ldan't/thiuk he has | quired 'whio was ta bemy mate. I was tald Jimmy | “ Now, you see,” said he, “land was cheap enough

[ at one time in ‘Texas. ' T have séen the day when I

could have bought a square league of land, covered
with fine grass and timber, for a pair nf. boots.'
“ And why didn't you buy it ?" asked his com-
Didn't haye the boots,” said the Texan,

panion.




