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to-^commercial intercourse. If 
idsfba United States could supply 

each other with products which they 
otherwise fetch from tho most distant («rts 
of the earth, a strong ground for the entire 
abolition of tariffs would lie adduced. Free 
trade between auy two countries, and be 
tween all the different countries of the 
world, would bring undoubted advantages 
But Itesidos commerce other things have to 
lie considered : national revenues have to 
be provided, and when they have for a long 
time lieen obtained' largely by Customs 
duties it is not ey^ to make so complete a 
change as the abolition of tariffs would 
imply. For this and other reasons the 
Customs tariffs of Europe. Asia, and Amener 
are maintained. Nobody seriously believes, 
we imagine* 'that there ‘is soon to be a 
sweeping away of Custom houses between 
the United Status, on tho one hand, and 
South and Central America and Canada ou 

The other. Nobody believes that the Inter 
national Congress will even open the wa\ 
to such a consummation.

A ‘^.MERCHANTS' DAY.”

A good deal of. interest is I icing taken by 
the wlmlesale trade ih the proposal made in 

columns to have one day a week, called

must
A casual visit to the F’alls of J^iagara was 

paid, on the first day of the week, by the 
incmbers.-'of the International Congress. 
After viewing the wonders of nature, in its 
great temple, they partook of supper, on 
the invitation of Mr. Wiman, at the Clifton 
House. There seems to have Iieen an un­
derstanding, or at all events an attempt to 
make one. that there were to be no speeches 
with the dessert, hut in lieu of this there 
was some talk. Mr. XVimau alone has been 
re|«jrted. and it was not to he expected 
that lie should say much that was new on 
a subject on which he has sfioken so often 
before.

our
“ Merchants’ Day," ou which the railways 
would make special rates of passage for 
retailers from the country visiting the cities 
to make purchases from manufacturing or 
wholesale houses. The letter on the sub­
ject which we printed last week urged the 
example of cities in Great Britain and the 
United States in favor of the project, and 
contended that such, a plau, if adopted, 
must prove of advantage to the buyer as 
well as to the seller ; the writer also stated 
that there were “ obvious adrantages " to 
the railways in the plan proposed. This 
meant, no doubt, that, arguiug from railway 
ex|ioriuiice, in this case as well as others 
it would I hi found that every reduction of 
fare results in an increase of passenger

After reminding the delegates that they 
were in the dominions of Queen Victoria, 
Mr. Wiman opened the subject of. contiguity 
l>4tw<^fi Canada and'the United States in 
these words : “ For nearly 4,000 mites this
rich an 1 fertile country lies alongside the 
United States, divided only by an imagin­
ary line, oftentimes by great lakes and 
rivers that should be a bond to unite them 
rather than a harrier to separate them. Yet 
the trade which both these vast countries 
should enjoy with each other has been 
restricted by an arbitrary Customs line. 
4,000 miles long, which may lie likened to a 
harltod wire fence, over which one brother 
can not trade with another brother for a 
bushel of potatoes without tho intervention 
of tho Government. It is true that the 
goods sold by the United States to the 
6,<KM),000 of Canadians amount in the 
aggregate to as much as those sold to the 
AO,1X10,000 populating the southern natious 
represented by., the delegates present." 
Mr. Wiman used the argument from con­
tiguity as a reason for establishing absolute 
free trade between the two countries. 
If this argument is to lie decisive of the 
question, it would carry us very far. 
If the fact of coterminous frontiers is to lie 
made-a reason for abolishing tariffs, all the 
countries whose territories touch 
another would be equally called upon to 
proclaim absolute free trade. According 
to this, argument, there would he no 

for the existence of Custom 
houses I «'tween Frauco and Belgium, 
F’ranee and Germany, France and Italy, 
between Turkey iti Europe and Austria, 
or Austria and Bussia. In many of these 
cases the boundaries are not much 1 Hitter 
defined by nature, if at all. than they 
between the United States and Canada. 
Even in Asia, “ scientific frontiers "

traffic.
What i^M'ius tq us most important among 

the results’ to lie tpitycipatod from instituting 
a “ Merchants’ Day ” is that ft would bring 
the retail merchant into direct and more 
frequent contact with the im|Kirter or 
manufacturer from whom he buys. This 
would lie. jn many cases a good thing for 
the wholesale dealer. But au equally dis 
tiuct advantage would accrue to the retailor, 
who would thus lie brought into view of 
whole stocke from which to mal;.- his 
selection. And besides, lie could more 
easily " sort up” his own stock from time 
to time. There are ■hundreds—we were 
alsHit to say thousands of cases in which 
houses go 011 selling to country shop keo|«irs 
through travellers or by sample for long 
(Hiriixls, during which the principals in 
these transactions do not see each other 
from year's end to year's cud. Tins state 
id things makes the commercial traveller 
too much master of the situation, for it 
is through him mainly that such sales as 
we have described are made. Nor would 
the proposed plan do away with the 
occupation of the travelling salesman, 
though it would tend to lesson the 
sivo number and improve the 
quality of these servants of commerce. A 
commercial traveller of the rights stftinp 
will not object to occasional visits of his 
customer to the city. If lie is loyal to his 
employer and proud of “ the house.'' he 
will lie glad to have his customer make 
acquaintance "with Ins principal.

" . regri t that have not
to-give in • jl<
1:11111 '1 from wli dusale men on this question
But it is of interest to state that the 
gested plan will likely I hi considered 
oarly day by the Dry Goods Section of the 
I orouto Board of Trade. Meanwhile tin 

AfuiV has given in recent issues much 
to the opinions of merchants in this 
and they are almost all strongly favorahh 
to the proposal of a " Merchants' Day."

So long as she adheres to the fiscal sys­
tem on which she at present relies, the 
United States can greatly extend the sale 
of her manufactures in foreign countries 
only by bargaining for their free admission 
ami securing exception for this free aï- 
mission. Sin cannot with her pampering 
tariff stand up agaiust tho free competition 
of the great manufacturing nations of 
Europe. A ml she can ho|»e to achieve and 
maintain favorable reception for her manu­
factures in other countries only by being 
able to face the competition of all rivals, 
,aml to do this she must learn the secrets 
of cheap production. Some of these secrets 
she has, in different lines, already learnt, 
though the triumph is ouo which slje is not 
anxious to vaunt, which she does uot make 
a point of proclaiming, and which is con­
tinually denied, in her name, by. pestilent 
flatterers of the manufacturing o|H>rativos. 
lu some liues, United States manufacturers 
have undoubtedly learut to get more lalior 
for their money than their European, 
es|>ecially British, rivals know how to get. 
Appeals to .Congress for pro ectiou against 
the " pauper labor of Europe 
been iu vain. On the whole, we do not

on one

average
have not

reason
doubt American manufacturers do pay

than their 
difference

somewhat higher wages 
European rivals, hut the 
is a diminishing quantity, and it is

Under ansometimes on the other side, 
exceptionally high tariff, such as exists iu 
the Republic, the tendency of manufac­
turers is to refit and lie thankful for the 
secured possession of the homo market : no

areriHim to day 
' the opinion* we have oh-

are
far from liciug tho invariable rule. Between 
Afghanistan and Persia. Turkey and Persia.

at an adequate effort is made to secure a (propos- 
rnrk«y =“'d China, the rëmôvü if tionate share of foreign trad,, which tin 

tariffs would l«\ necessary. And if mere 
contiguity is »H that is necessary the Hima­
layas would scarcely save the tariff I «.‘tween 
Tj^dia and China, auy more than, the 
Pyrenees would t«- a reason for continuing 
the tariffs between France and Spain. To 
this exteht, and much further, would the

sharpened energies of countries with a freer 
fiscal system supply. If the exaggerations 
of tlie American tariff were removed, dome* 
tic manufacturers would have to put forth 
their utmost exertions to secure a share of

spao
city

the domestic trade, and in proportion as 
they succeeded in doiiig so would be in- 

irgumeut from contiguity carry us . créas. 1 their ability to meet. competiti*
11 to contiguity we add uuity of language, ou every field. As a rule articles produced 

Die argument for the abolition of tariffs under ,au extremely high tariff are dear ami 
U tweeu C anada and the l uitvd State* is not always good. Can auy adequate rea 
slightly strengthened, but only to the

Pm* Coatioopk Water Power Company ap. 
plu«i for incorporation in Quebec, capital 
.gO.lKXT. It proposes to construct reservoirs at 
tile head waters of the Coati.-.x>k River. The 
applicants are (leo. Gale A Sons, tl. O. Doak, 
A. H. ( 11 mminga A Son. and others. ex- son Iks shown why Canada should be 

tent that difference of language forms an | tent to eoutiue herself to a supply of tin*
coo-
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