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November, 1875

Mucle Tow's Department,

Our Letter Bag.

Letters from the East,
Letters from the West,
Letters from the North,
And from the South,
Is the doggerel style I have to adopt of compiling
this month’s letters from my neices and nephews.
So numerous are they that I regret not being able
to publish them all, but must confine myself to
three, keeping the rest—for they are too good to
spoil—for another number, when I have more
space.

I have much pleasure in complying with J.H.C.’s
request and offer the two following prizes:—
lst—For the three best original puzzles (to be in |
by the 18th Nov.), one handsome chromo. 2nd-—
For the largest number of correct answers to
November and December puzzles, a beautiful
chromo. These are splendid premiums, and from |
the keen spirit isplayed on former occasions, I |
expect a lively competition, so those desirous
of obtaining them will have to put in practice the |
ADVOCATE motto, Persevere and Succeed. }

Humboldt, Neb., Oct. 2, '75.

DEAR Uncue Tom,— Last month

you requested your nephews and
neices to write you, which gives me
encouragement to drop you these
lines from this far west country. We
aave long been taking the ADVOCATE
in father’s family, both in Canada and
here, and like it very much. Uncle,
your department is full of the most
amusing puzzles and comical pieces I
ever read; the older you get the fun-
nier you seem to be. Mother says—
but she tells me it every month—she
will not let me see the ADVOCATE, a8
1 laugh so much the week it arrives I
do not study my lessons. Well, per-
haps I don't, but T make up for lost
time afterwards. I am 13 years old
and going to school, I keep the Ap-
VOCATE bound up, and when friends
comes to see us, and time seems long,
I can turn up your, or our Depart-
mefit—for my cousins send such
nice puzzles to it—and keep them in
laughter and pleasure the rest of the
evening. Some of our neighbor=, who
occasionally borrow the raper to
read, intend subscribing for the new
volume in January. They think it
the best practical instructor on agri-
culture they have read. 1 sec you
have been visiting some of my
cousins diring the summer; and |
wish you would come over here,
Uncle, and see our prairie couniry.
We would make you welcome.  But
I guess I am writing too longa letter.
I will tell you about the country in
my next. ELrLa M.

Caledonia Springs, Oct. 8,75,

DreAR UNcLE,—I presume you will
have something to tell us about the
Provincial Exhibition. 1 heard you
were there. [ wasnot there, as I kad
to remain and see to things while fa-
ther and mother were gone.  Our ¢Xx-
hibition took place on Sept. 20th,
and it was on a very small scale, the
highest prize for anything being only
%5, but the admission was 25 cts,
which some people considered too
much. Tt was rather amusing to scc
the majority of them go over the board fence seven feet high
There were some persons guarding the fence, but with little
effect. 1 threshed my oats that I got lastspring from the
Emporium, and got 20 Ibs. from 4 oz sown, As the worms
cut nearly the half of it, and it did not all ripen. and the soil
was rather poor, I think it was a goad yicld for the chance
they had. 1 found an Early Rose potato in our field that
weighed 1% I1bs., and a black potato that weighed 2 1bs., which
1 think is pretty cood. Try and give us some prizes next
month. 1 like the new story very well. You have my best
wishes for the improvement in your olumm, and also for your
welfare, J0HL Cross

Inwersoll, Oct. s, 1875,

DEAR Uscre Tod, -1 suppose you think your neice Hattic
has forgotten you, but such is not the case, 1 did not receive
the last paper in time to write, so T postponed il this time.
Uncle Tom, you wave your neices very good advice, bt sup-
posing they did et married to a goud-natured person, anned
when he got rather old he ot ill-natured, what would they
do then ¥ Mannna says when she was first married, Papa wis
g0 good-natured, but he is getting old now. Still he is not
very ill-natured, but when he is putting up stove-pipes, some-
times he wets angry, but not very often.  Tenjoyed my sum
mer immensely, but I can’t describe to you all the pleasures 1
have had.  Well, I must conclude for this time.
Harme Havinaxn,

3

Puzzles.
106. —-Though it is cold T wear no clothes,
The frost and snow I never fear;
I value neither shoes or hose,
But yet I wander far and near.
Lvcy ROBERTS

)
RIDDLES,

107.— It came though I
fetched it,

When come it was gone,

It stayed but a moment,

1t could not stay long;

I ask not who saw it,

It could not be seen,

And yet might be felt

By the king or the queen.

!

108.—You eat me, you
drink me,

Come guess if you can,

I'm sometimes a woman,

And sometimes a man.
Harrie HAvivLaxp,

109..— My whole is a
town in Italy ; behead
and curtail and I am a
portion of the human
frame; transpose and I

- T _—=x= am an animal. |
How many figures arehere ? THos. Rusrox,

|

THE AMKRICAN HBLAUKR BEAR.

DOUBLE ACROSTIC,

110. 1. A piece of dress; 2. Onc who receives
usurys 3. A girl's nick-name; 4. The orl of night;
5. Attempted; 6. To become calm; 7. A river
Asia: S. A great gun for a battary.  The initials
yead upwards, and the finals downwards, name
persons of great renown, IF'raxk Laawsox.

—

RIDDLE,

111, - What is the longest and yet the shortest
thing in the world: the swiftest, and the most
ows the most divisible, and the most extended:
the Jeast valued, and the most regretted: without
which nothing can be done; which devours every

thing, however small; and gives Jife and spirit to

all things, however ureat?
REBUS.

|
|
|
|
|
|
112 The father of the Grecian Jove;
A little boy who's blind;
The foremost land in all the world;
The mother of mankind;
A poet whose love-sonnets are
Still very much admired:
The initials letters will declare
A blessing to the tired.
J.. SMITH.

| Crerar,
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Answers to Oct. Puzzles.

89. Marlowe, Caxton, Chaucer, Xenophon, Chantrey, Van-
dyke—MCCXCYV. 90. Ure, Wear, Trent, Don, Ouse, Stour.
91. ParceL, Ennul, ReforM, UltrA. 92, Paris. 93. London.
94, Oxford. 95, Bristol. 96. Dublin. 97. Dover.

9. EAST 9. ROSE 100, S
AHOY OVER HAM
SOAP SEMI SARAH
TY PE ERIN MAD

| 101. For cattle to rub their tails against.

H
102. Joshua. 103. Tar-tar. 104. A ship. 105. Team-steam.

CORRECT ANSWERS 10 Oct, PuzzLes.—J. H. Cross, Caledonia
Springs; J. Richards, London; Arch, J. Taylor, Glencoe; Kate
North East Hope; Jas. Smith, Blanshard; E, M.:S&gi-

naw; John Quick, Montreal; E. McLeod, West Williams; Geo.

| Wiley, ‘Belleville; Esther Mountjoy, Wingham; J. McKeith,
| Lima, Ohio; J, Fitzgerald, Toronto; John Hodgins, Biddulph;

Neil Nicholson, Ashbury; John Gobald, Stanley; J. McVey
Cleveland; J. Kingsmill, London Township. o bl

s

The Black Bear of America.

Young readers, have you ever studied Natural
History? 1f not you are neglecting one of the
most interesting subjects that can engage your at-
tention. Judging from ‘“Miss E. L.’s” letter this

' month, I presume your parents think I am gett'm%

too funny. In accordance with the request o
several correspondents, I intend giving illustra-
tions, and short articles occasionally, on the above
subject, but not at the neglect
of our comic pieces. The old
folks are not going to cheat us
out of our fun. In treating
on this subject I do not in.
tend to tell you a bear story,
as many of you have listened
to tales from your fathers
about the dangers and encoun-
ters theyendured in their early
settlement in this country,
but for want of ‘room shall
merely give a concise des-
cription of it, and its habits. I
have no doubt, these articles
will prove instructive, not only
to the young, but to others
more advanced in years.

Theblack bear hasbeen found
in all parts of North America,
as far south as the Gulf of
Mexico; and this Canada of
ours, not many years since was
one of its favourite haunts.
They vary in size, but average
abowt six feet in length of
body.

The head is short and broad
where it joins the neck ; eyes
small, close together; ears high,
rounded; body and legs thick
and clumsy; claws short, flat,
incurved, calculated for climb-
ing and burrowing; tail very
short about 2 inches long; fur
long, straight, and rather soft;
nose fawn-colored, which color
extends to the eyes; eyes and
nails black; hairs on the whole
hody of most specimens glossy
black.

Bear flesh is considered a
' dainty dish by epicures especially in the fall,
{ when it feeds principally on herbs and nuts. For

yromoting the growth of the hair, bear grease 18
}neld in high repute, and will sell for one dollar a
pound.

Many superstitions concerning the hear are en-
tertained by the Indians, and they go through

| numerous ceremonies hefore hunting it. )

It invariably hybernates in cold regions during
the winter, miking its den under a fuTlpn tree by
seratching the dirt away. At the beginning of a
snow storm it retires to its recluse, the snow form-

s ing a warm cover.  Its breath makes a small aper-
ture in the snow by which it is discovered and
frequently captured.  As the seasons alternate the
Lear seeks a new region where suitable food may
be obtained, and greater safety enjoyed. In the
spring it searches %(n' those roots, herbs and succu-
lent plants upon which it lives during that scason,
along the lowlands and hordering rivers. In the
summer, when berries ripen, it hetakes itself to the
mountams with its cubs.  Being fond of honey it
makes it a point to purlion u\'ur{ bee tree in its

route, as it is a capital climber, anc when it is in
\ search of nuts it lops of the branches with much
case. But not heing particular in its choice of foed,
it sometimes destroys pigs, calves, sheep, &c., and
will attack a full-grown cow when hungry. It
catches fish with much skill, which it isvery fond of.




