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There was n largo gathering uf Sunday- 
fdioul children at a Christ mas dinner in 
Montgomery, Kentucky, and a Christmas 
tree was erected on the stage. A man dis
guised as Santa Claus came forward when 
the curtain rose, and in passing the tree his 
clothing caught fire and the flames quickly 
covered him. Ho jumped down among the 
audience, when he was wrapped with an 
overcoat by somebody and held down. 
Another overcoat was thrown at him, but 
knocked a lamp down, spilling the oil over 
him. Then desperate efforts were made to 
save the man's life, pans full of dish water 
being among the means employed. The 
flames were at length sulslued, but the vic
tim, George Snicdos, was badly burned. A 
portion of the audience, fleeing in a panic 
whan the man in flames jumped among 
them, tiamplcd upon each other in the 
scramble to get down stairs. Annie Sulli
van is the name of a woman who lived one 
hundred and two years to be killed by being 
run over by the cars at Winchester, Massa
chusetts, on the twenty-sixth of December 
la.-t While playing with a pistol that 
another boy gave him, in New York city 
lately, Samuel Blackwood, aged twelve, not 
knowing the weapon was loaded, shot 
Louise Stan wood, of Stapleton, Long 
Island, the same age as himself, in the fore
head, causing what was thought a fatal 
wound. A number of young men in Cor
vallis, Oregon, went to bed in their lodging- 
place while drunk, and a large tire they left 
communicated to the building, which was 
burned down, two of the men perishing in 
the flames ami a third being seriously humid. 
Patrick O’Neil was lighting gasoline in the 
street lamps of Lexington, Kentucky, on 
the twenty-sixth of December, when he 
overturned a lamp ami the burning fluid 
poured over himself and the horse he wa< 
riding. The terrified animal ran off and in 
turning a corner threw the rider, who rushed 
all ablaze into the nearest house, but was 
fatally burned before the fire was smothered, 
his body to the waist being burned to a 
crisp. In New York a few days ago Mar
cus Pike play fully snapped a rusty toy 
pistol at his sister aged twenty, and the 
bullet entered her face near the nose and 
produced a dangerous wound. A huge 
chimney in Bradford, England, on December 
twenty-eighth fell upon a building full of 
operatives. One hundred and twenty 
were taken out alive, but about forty 
are known to be killed. The damage 
done is estimated at over three hundred 
thousand dollars, ami three thousand per
sons are thrown out of employment,as eight 
mills that had tlue connections with the 
himney are stopped. Two sous of James 

McRae, Upper Canard, Nova Scotia, were 
]'laying with a pistol on Christmas day, ami 
it went off while the elder, aged seventeen, 
was loading it, and the bullet entered the 
body of the younger, aged eleven, placing 
him in a critical though nut hopeless condi- 
' ’ii. Captain Michael Wilson was shot in 
tin neck in Halifax, Nova Scotia, lately, by 
a young friend, a clerk in a hardware store, 
who in fun pointed a gun supposed to be 
unloaded, at him and snapped it, and bv 
last accounts the wound had taken a danger
ous turn. Floods have been doing vast 
'lainage in Germany, Austria, Switzerland

|and France ; cities being damaged, villages 
destroyed, bridge.- and railway embankments 
washed away, ami many lives lost by drown-1 
ingat various places. Charles Banks was 
killed at Laona, New York, the other day 

I by a large icicle falling upon his head from 
a roof. A lad of sixteen, son of Charles 
Keith, was killed in his father’s mill at' 

Montague River, Prince Edward Maud, re-, 
Icently, by being caught in one of the belts, i

CRIME.
Some indignation is felt in Minnesota 

over the pardoning of W. Keen, a bank i 
cashier, sentenced in 1879 to seven years’j 
imprisonment for emliezzling a hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars. A hand 
of counterfeiters have been caught near 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, who hail been1 
flooding that and adjoining States with base ; 
silver for some time. At Ladonia, Texas, : 
the day before Christmas, a nil! an named . 
William Vaughan ended a trivial dispute by I 
shooting with mortal effect two brothers! 
named Boone, great grandsons of Daniel! 
Boone, the famous pioneer explorer of Ken- 

| lucky. A hundred men set out in pursuit 
j of the murderer. Selah C. Caril was sen- j 
tenced in New York on December 26th tin 

I fifteen years for passing four hundred and 
| seventy thousand dollars of counterfeit 
bonds. Merriman Montgomery,about twen
ty-eight years old, on December 26th at 
Packanlville, Massachusetts, shot his two 
children—George, aged six, ami Eva, aged 

I four—ami would have murdered his wife 
and folher-in-law had the latter not been 

| able to hold him until help arrived. The 
'murderer was arrested, but denied know
ledge of the crime when taken before the 
authorities at Northampton. The family 
came from the West last spring, and little is 
known of them. Montgomery had nut lived 
with his wife fur eight months, and it was 
upon her refusal to live with him that he 
set about his fearful work. Thomas Kerr 
murdered William Hartley in cold blood in 
a saloon at Gl «be, Arizona, and, after being 
informally tried by a jury of twelve men, 
was given an hour to settle his affairs. He 
coolly wrote a letter to his mother in Lexing
ton, 111., ai.d requested that his effects should 
he given to her, and after he had several 
drinks the citizens took him out to a 
sycamore tree, where he made a speech, con
fessing to the murder of several uiun.

| Upon being let down after hanging a mo- 
1 ment, he asked leave to take off his boots, 
haying he did nut want to die with them on.

I The request was granted and the murderer 
wa» then swung up until dead. The cele
bration of Christmas in many cities of the 
Southern States was marked by drunken
ness and crime to an appalling extent.

I There were two or three murders in Atlanta, 
Georgia, besides numerous acts of vio
lence, and New Orleans, Louisiana, also 

; devoted the day to debauchery and dis-: 
order. Charles Russell ami Charles Carey, ; 
book-keepers fur two large establish
ments at Syracuse, New York, disappeared 
lately, and an examination of their books 
showed that they hail stolen large amounts. 
Burglary showing a skilled hand has lab ly 
been committed at St. Catharines, Ontario, 
the marauder getting two hundred and fifty j 
dollars from a safe. A reign of terror is 

,saia to exist in Chicago, highway robbery'

being of almost hourly occurrence after 
nightfall. An affray with pistols took place 
at Abilene, Kansas, arising from an affront 
taken by friends of a young lady at a jump
ing-jack living placed on a Christmas j 
tree for her. Shadingcv, the man who 
gave the odd present, and Foreman, a! 
brother of the young Indy, were mortallx j 
wounded by each other, and several of 
their respective sides were wounded, some | 
seriously. Timothy Toomey has been nr-, 
rested at Calais, Maine, in consequence of ! 
Mrs. Carr having been found dead in his] 
house on New Year’s morning, supposed 
to have lie. killed in a drunken row. j 
Watch night *-vicu» in a church in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, w. re rudely disturbed by ilu- 
discharge of a large cannon, loaded with! 
stones and powder, which stove in the front j 
wall and shattered nearly all the windows 
of the building. No one was hurt in the] 
audience, although, of course, the greatest 
excitement was produced. Eghty arrest#] 
were made in connection with the outrage. I 
Mrs. Jay S til well confessed to three mur
ders, recently, while upon her deathbed at 
Mount Vernon, Ohio. Benjamin Swigert, 
her first hu-baml, she had killed in Mary
ville, Missouri, in 1-77, with the aid of hei 
mother and brother. The same assistants 
had part with her in the murder of a strati- i 
ger for his money while stopping at her] 
Ikianliug-home. Her third victim was her1 
daughter of fourteen, whom .-lie ttrangled! 
in the presence of her mother at Itulo, Ne. j 
hraska, in 1880. The wretch, who was dy
ing of consumption, also confessed to' 
three attempts upon the life of her pr.s-l 
eut husband, with the object uf getting his 
life insurance. One of the most home, 
crimes on record was v imuiitted in the 
usually quiet village of little Rideau, Pres
cott county, Ontario, on the morning of 
January second. A farmer named Mr. 
Buggies W. Cooke, his wife, daughter Emma 
ami son George were killed outright, his sun 
William supposed mortally wounded, 
daughters Fannin severely and Maggi ; 
slightly wounded. The murderer is a young 
Englishman named Frederick Mann, lately 
out from London, a baker by trade but em
ployed by Mr. Cooke the past three months 
as a farm servant. Emma Cook and her 
mother were first attacked, the monster 
strangling them with a rope. The father! 
was killed in the harnynid with an axe, and, 
George was slain with the same weapon,' 
while sleeping in his bed. The murderer 
then rushed into Willie’s room and struck 
the occupant on the thigh with the axe, in
flicting a terrible wound, but the disabled 
boy grappled with him, and Maggie ami 
Fannie hearing the noise came to their 
brother’s assistance. In a struggle that en- 
sued Maggie secured the axe, when Mann' 
seized a lamp and gave Fannie a severe 
wound on the head with it. He then lied 
down the back stairs, and the two girls going ! 
down the front way met him in the dining
room aimed with a poker, with which he 
attacked them. They managed to shut a 
door against him and one of them hailed a 
passer-by, who called for more assistance, 
and then the murderer fled and at la»t 
conuls had not been caught.

The British Parliament has been sum
moned to meet on February fifteenth.

The main building of the Somerset Fibre 
Company, Fairfield, Maine, was burned on 
December 27th, causing a loss of fifty-five 
thousand dollars, and by the explosion of a 
digester John Pooler was killed. The New 
Brunswick Cordage Works, St. John, N.U., 
owned by Thomas Connor & Son, weio 
burned on December 26th ; loss eight thou
sand dollars, fully insured. A sugar refinery 
in Greenock. Scotland, has l>»cn burned, the 
loss being a hum!ml and seventy-five thou
sand dollars ; and extensive flour mills in 
Belfast, Ireland, loss two hundred thousand 
dollars. Addison's p.aning mill in Hamil
ton. Ontario, was burned December 29th, 
loss two thousand dollars. Byrne & Smith’s 
hlvavhery at I.odi, New Jersey, was burned 
December 29th, loss two hundred thou-and 
dollars. The ....... I uf Boetwick Hall, Nor
folk. Englam , lias been swept off by hre ; 
loss two hundred thousand dollars. The 
Pennsylvania Coal Company suffered a loss 
of a hundred and fifty thousand dollars by a 
fire at their works in Pittston, Pennsyl
vania, on January fust. A lire in a build
ing in Boston on the night of December 
31st caused a loss of one hundred and 
twenty-three thousand dollars, as follows : 
Thirty thousand to the Mystic Rubber Com
pany ; fifteen thousand to the Copeland 
Lasting Company ; « -and to Junes,
McDuftie & Stratton, crockery ami glassware 
dealers ; ten thousand to Lawrence & Co., 
dry good# ; fifty thousand to C. W. Clement, 
and three thousand to Frank Breed, boot 
and shoe manufacturers; five thousand to

M. Leon Gambetta, the foremost Repub
lican statesman uf France, died about mid
night of the closing day of the old year. 
He had been wounded in the hand with a 
pistol shot—eome say fired by a woman who 
ha.l lived for some years with him improp
erly as his wife, but his friends deny this. 
Being in too much of a hurry to lie about 
his business again, he induced his physician 
to heal the wound too quickly, and the re
sult was the suppressed pus found its way 
t»ll through the patient’s system and pois
oned the sources of life, making death in
evitable. The deceased statesman is dis
tinguished principally from his desperate 
hut courageous effort to retrieve the for
tunes of Fiance after the surrender uf the 
Emperor Napoleon III. to the German» at 
Sedan in 1870, and, that failing, from his 
bringing order out of confusion ami estab
lishing the Republic upon the ruins of the 
Empire. Some opinion tends to the belief 
that the death of M. Gambetta is favorable 
to European peace, as his fondest dream 
wa# revenge upon Germany and the recov
ery of the territory taken from France by 
that Power. Others regard the loss of its 
leading man a. fatal to the Republic, and 
look fur the rentoration of monarchical gov
ernment. The deceased statesman was 
forty-four years of age.

Small-Pox is rife in Baltimore, Mary
land, seventy-one deaths occurring from it 
la«t week. A case was discovered in the 
city gaol on Monday, and forthwith three 
hundred prisoners in for minor offences 
were discharged.
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