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Saskatchewan Believes in the Dairy Cow. Ayrshires, Holsteins and' Jerseys at the Saskatoon Agri-
Coll

cultural

The Guiding Power of a Correct Ideal

Its Selection is the First Duty of the Live Stock Breeder

F. E. ELLIS, B. 8. A, Halton Co,, Ont,

HE call to«day is for more and better breed
ers of live stock. The past couple of de
cades have witnessed a marked Improve

_ment in the live stock of the Dominion of Canada
Credit for this P! , which has e ted
10 all classes of live stock—horses, cattle, sheep

and swine—must be divided between the import
ers or dealers on the one hand and the breeder on

the other, .In some lines, notably horees, the im

porter probably deserves more credit than our

Canadian breeder for the imprcvement effected

Even In the case of dairy cattle, where the work

of the breeders is of first imporiance, the im-

porter has exercised tremendous influence, In

& couple of dairy breeds that have been with us
for almost 70 years, imported animals still elaim
the chief awards in the show-ring, and, in not &
fow cases, at the pail as vell But from now on,
the importance of the imporier as & factor in live
stock improvement, must decline, and future pro
gress in Canada will rest more and more with the
breeders on this side of the water War, grim
maater of the present, will Jeave in his trail influ-
ences that threaten to change many well estab-
lished customs and practices; for instance, going
to the older countries for the best pure-bred breed-
ing stock. It does not require much foresight to
see that the natural increase of European herds
will be required for many long years to replace
the destruction of European live stock wrought
by war. American importers will find it increas
ingly dificult to secure shipments, and dealers
who have heretofore made regular trips to Great
Pritain and Franc. will now turn to the home
breeder to fill their orders Our breeders will
measure up to the new demands made upon them
Just in proportion as they have the guiding power
of a correct ideal

An ideal s th first essential to SUCCERS in any
field. Without it nothing worth while can be
accomplished. An ideal is to the breeder what
the rudder Is to the vessel; without it he would
be & helpless wanderer. An ideal firmly fixed I8
the only power (hat can carry the young breeder
through the many discouragements and disappoin®
ments which he must inevitably meet and lead
him on to the mount called Success. Let me illus-
trate:

The Case Illustrated.

A few years ago, duilng one of my then fre-
quent visits to Oxtord Co., Ont, I watched, along
with a wellknown fancler of the Holstein, the

at & Tocal show. Practically all_of the
rompeting animals in the black and white section

were from two neighboring herds. And practie-
ally all of the awards went to one of these herds;
in fact, the only prizes won Ly the inferior herd
of the two, were in classes that the more Suc 88
ful exhibitor had not the animals to Aill. I asked
my friend if Exhibitor No. 2 was & new man in
the game. He informed me that, quite to \ue con
trary, he had been in the breeding business for
over a decade, and was one of the first men in the

Community Breeding in Succ

hood to own registered Holstains. Then

he gave me an outline of the development of the
two herds.

“Both of thesa herds” sald he, “were estab-

lished about the same time. It must be a dozen
years at least since Ted and Alec, the two ex-
hibitors at this show, came over to my tarm to

get their foundation stork. They came together

and went away with some real nice females, Just
& few head each and of equally good quality.
They staried even in the. breeding business—until
they bought their’first bulls,

The successful man
here to-day, Ted we call him, paid & right good
price for the best bull calf in & neighboring herd.
Alec took & cheaper, and, therefore, a poorer ani-
mal, from the same herd. The two have followed
the same plan ever since. Ted had worked oon
sistently for his ideal; Alec apparently has never
had mn ideal. Any registered bull was good
engugh if cheap enough, and he is to-day re 8
the fruits of his misguided ecrnomy.”

During the years that the writer was comected
with the editorial departinent of Farm and Dairy,
{ visited several score of pure-bred dairy herds,
and met many Ted's and more Alec’s, It Is a fact,
as regrettable as it is true, that a large majority
of owners of registered stock in Canadp are not
worthy of the name of breeders. Their work Is
not constructive, and their herds are steadily de
teriorating in their nands. Almost évery nelgh
borhood furnishes it: quota of herds in which
the old foundation cows are the best animals
owned. Wherein lies the trouble? Merely tie
lack of a clearcut ideal.

A w Guiding Principles.

More pleasing is the impression left with me by
my assoclations with the great and successful in
the breeding world without an exception
these men have beer ders with an ideal. Most

(Cont on page 19.)

| Operation

How Six Breeders Cooperate in Securing Good Bulls

R. F. HICKS, York Cow Ont.

URING the 15 years that have elapsed since
we entered the ranks of Holstein breeders
the bull problem has bee. ever present In

our plansg for the improvement and advancement
of our herd About 16 or 17 years ago Alta Posch
was making her world's record of 27 Ibs. butter
in seven days as & two-year-old. “Her 'owner, Mr.
Rettle, offered her bull calf at a very moderate
figure, and strongly advised us to purchase him

ua, P Bied Clydestale ware e

tor our herd sire, but we delayed action lon
enough to permit another to step in and secur
him. However, we are sometimes permitted o
proft by our mistakes, In the fulness of tim
the 30b, cow arrived, and with that, advent, how
to secure the son of a 30-b. cow for & herd sir
was very often present in our meditations, Th¢
solution, and apparently only solution, Was found
about six years ago, when jointly with five nelg!
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