
THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF 
DIVINE LOVE.

1 John iv 16.

This passage is one of much beauty and comfort 
to the earnest and lowly soul, for it presents to us 
God, thinking of us from our state of utter sinful­
ness on to judgment itself, and displays His love 
from beginning to end.

In general, tiie epistle presents us Divine life, 
that eternal life which with the Father, 
and was manifested hero below in the person 
of the Lord Jesus, communicated to others, that 
thing, as it is said, which is true in Him and in us.

The Gospel of John, besides the doctrine of the 
Comforter, presents to vs God manifested in the 
Son, and life in Himself ; the Epistle, life com­
municated to us, and that life known in its fruits 
of love to the brethren, and obedience 
righteousness.

In the passage before us, love is especially the 
subject, and first love as partaking of the nature of 
Him who is love. Ho that loveth is born of God 
and knows God ; partakes of the nature and knows 
Him who is it, as partaker of it.

Possession of a nature, (and without possessing 
|t is impossible,) makes us know what that nature 
'f, what the being is who has that nature. A mere 
animal does not know what a man is, his way of 
thinking, feeling; a man knows what a man is.
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