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their offerings into the common treasury of the
church in the name of the Lord. This appears to
me the point here in connecting all together:
Where would be the force of pressing the collec-
tion for the saints on the first day of the week, if
it went no farther than each laying by at home ?
Why might it not be as well done on any other
day? We can see its importance if they contri.
buted on that day what each laid by at home,
when they came together to break bread. Thus
was communion best maintained among those
that belonged to Christ ; especially as it was also
for the express purpose of avoiding collections
when the apostle came. He would not mix it up
with personal feeling. He desired not that money
should be drawn out because Pau/ was there. He
would have souls exercised in love and liberty
but withal conscientious care, and the motive
Christ for the needy that are His. And He is al-
. ways there ; and this especially, let me repeat, on
. the first day of the week. No doubt withal there
is liberty for every holy service in prayer, preach-
ing, and visiting ; and we may well thank God for
all.  But these are not confined to the Lord’s day,
having their place as God gives opportunity on
any if not on every day ; whereas the breaking of
bread is the standing institution of the church’s
communion ; and the Lord’s day is the standing

day for it, though it might be every day. The

Lord’ ssupper and the Lord’s day answer to each
other, being mutual complements in the witness
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