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C'l )

The Centaur laboured fo much that I had Icarc*

a hope that fhc could fwim till morning.—Howe-
ver, by great exertion of the chain pumps and
baling, we held our own, but our fufferings, for

want of water were very great, and many of the
people could not be reftrained from drinkino- fait

water. At day light the 19th, there was no veflcl

in fight, and flafhes from Guns having been feeii

in the night, we feared the Ihip we had feeii

the preceding day had foundered. Towards
10 o'clock in the forenoon the weather grew more
moderate, the , ^ter diminiflied in the hold, and
the people were encouraged to redouble their ef-

forts to get the water low enough to break & calk

of fre/h water out of the ground tier, and fome of

themoftrefoluteof^hc feamen were employed in

the attempt
: at noon we fucce«dcd with one calk,

which was a feafonable relief.

AH the officers, paffengers and boys, who were
not of the profeflion offeamen, had been employed
thrumming a fail, which was pafled under the

Ihip's bottom, and I thought it had fome cffe(5^.

The Jhecrs were raifcd for the foremaft ; the
weather looked promifing, and the fea fell ; and at
night we were able to relieve at the pumps, and
baling every two hours.

By the morning of the 20th, the fore hold was
cleared of the water ; and we had the comforta-
ble promife of a fine day—it proved fo, and I was
determined to make ute of it with every poffible

exertion. I divided the fhip's company, with the

I


