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use. As to religion, there is not much here of any kind, 
and 1 assure you I have not said ten words on the sub
ject since I left, nor do I expect to ; and here, where 
Voltaire, Rousseau, and the whole constellation of 
mighty-minded men lived and wrote and died, I feel— 
Isaphaena—not so much an infidel as when at home 
surrounded by church-going people. Why is this? 
I have never for a moment doubled the sincerity of my 
immediate friends, but at home I looked into the evil 
more closely than the good effects—there I saw igno
rance, bigotry, and deceit ever foremost ; they were the 
most prominent, therefore the most likely to be seen. 
Here I still look on the evil side and find it terrible. 
God save me from a country without religion, and from 
a government with it— I know you will say Amen also to 
the next sentence—and return me safe to a country with 
religion and a government without it. I am convinced 
that the evils of infide'ity are worse—ay, much worse— 
than any religion whatever.

‘ Had I the talents of the above-mentioned men I would 
not spend it as they did, nor would they, could they see 
the effect produced. Their object was good—to correct 
the evils of a corrupt priesthood—but their works were 
like edged tools given to children. Human nature is 
not perfect, and their refined and perfected systems of 
morals will not apply, and if we were perfect we would 
not need them. I speak the words of truth and sober
ness.’

He evidently was of St. Paulis opinion with reference 
to the subjection of the wife. He says in one place :

' What if I have spoken cross to you, scolded at you ; 
if it was not my duty it was at least my privilege, and 
1 expect to have the pleasure of doing it again. Are 
we not told, if our right hand offends to cut it off, etc. ; 
then surely if our better-half offends we ought to have 
the liberty of swearing a little.’

His last letter is from Paris, dated October 16, and he 
speaks in it of his approaching departure.

I have no information as to the date of his return, but 
his intention was, he states frequently in his letters, to
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