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A LAY MADI ABOUT THE TKAB Or THE CITT COCLZ.
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'^*®'^»'»8 *? le^nd, Taraatniui Saperbna. or Tarquin the Proud, the

laat of the early kings of Rome, was driven out of the city, mutly on
**°2?1?'

Jj?"
°'^''^

'yS?°?' •«*,P«^y becau«» of the mi^eedTof hiaon Sextna Tarquin. The immediate oanae of the ezuulaion of the Tar-
quina waa " the deed of ahame," oommitted by Sextus asainat f^oretia.
the wife of one of the Roman govemora. After tiro nnauocesaful
attempta to regun the throne, Taiquinina Snperboa aought the aid of
the EtruMans and Utiua, and under the leaderahip of Lai^ Poraena. the
head of the Etrnaoan Uague, the combined foroea marohad upon Rome.M waa tlien that the incident recorded in the atcry of Horathu ia
rappoaed to have taken plaoe. After the defence oif the bridge by
Horatina, Lara PorMua Uid ciege to the city and at laat reduced it to
TObmiaaion. He did not, however, inaiat upon the reinstatement of the
Tarquina. A fourth and Uat attempt waa made by Tarcuin the Proud
to regain the throne, by the aid of liis Latin alliea. under Mamiliua ofTaMuluuL The atory of thia expedition forma the anbject of The BattU
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LarsI P0R8BNA of Closium'
By the Nine Gods' he swore

That the great houne of Tarquin
Should suffer wrong no more.

By the Nine Gods he swore it, 5
And named a trysting day,*

And bade his messengers ride forth,

East and west and south and north.

To summon his array.

n
East and west and south and north
The messengers ride fast,

And tower and town and cottage

Have heard the trumpet's blast.

Shame on the false Etruscan

Who lingers in his home,
When Forsena of Clusium

Is on the march to Borne.
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Lars. Lord or Chieftain. *Clnsiuffl. The modem Chiuai.
• Nine Gods. The chief Gods of the Etruscans were nine in number.
*trjalmg day. A day appointed for meeting.


