PETROGLYPHS

IN

BRITISH COLUMBIA

“n' n\ulh-nl ph..lnul.nplw made by
E

Mr. . Shepherd, C. of the roe
cary uu_v.-A at Nproat L.ﬂn- are of great in-
terest.  Dr. F, Boas deseribed and illus-

t 1 them

as the year 1891
in an antl il journal published
in Berlin, and therefore not accessible to
the general reader. The figure and a
condensed account are also to be found
ina paper hy Colonel Mallery in the
10th Report of the Burean of Ethne wy,
Washington 1803, in which Mr. Sproat’s
early notice of them is quoted. Mr.Sproat
called attention to them in his “Scenes
and Studies of Savage Life,” in the late
sixties, and they were examined and
sketched by Dr. F. Boas in 1880, J. W.
Laing also refers to them in his article
on ploring in Northern Jungles,"
in the Overland Monthly for November,
1897, quoting Dr. Boas. The latter was
of opinion that they were the work of
an extinet tribe of Indians, who were
known to inhabit the lake a century
and a half ago.

Messrs. Bolton and Laing themselves
illustrate  rock carving on Great Cen-
tral lake, which was already well
known at Alberni, but their plcture
shows a much smaller area of scu'ptur-
ed rock and fewer figures,

The West Coast, however, is not the
only region containing these early
works of art. At naimo, near the
mouth of the river, is a rock face,
nearly horizontal, covered with the
figures of fish and of various monsters
in outline resembling wolves and liz-

ards, but with numerous appendages
along the back that are unknown in
any llving animal. These were photo-
graphed and reproduced in plaster of
paris by Harlan I, Smith for the Am-
Museum of Natural History at
York, an illustration of them be-
nu.' published in the Annual Report of
that institution for 1898,

At Yellow Island, too, near Comox,
there is a v large surface covered
with rock |munn-« several of which
had, unfortunately, t¢ be removed by
blasting, when the lighthouse was first
establisheq there,

The attention of the writer was call-
ed to them by the crew of the Quadra
and with the assistance of the then
light-keeper, a set of castings was ob-
tained for the American Museum and a
few duplicates for our own museum at
Victorta. The figures in this case are
unlike any of the others, and, so far
as can be made out, are intended to
represent the sun, stars, whales, fish,
birds and various supernatural cre
tures having some resemblance to hu-
man beings,

Higher up the east coast, at Forc Ru-
pert, is set of shal'ow carvings on
the rocks between tide marks, Ac-
rding to the Indians some of these
are of quite recent origin, having been
made during the lifetime of people now
resident there. They are reproduced
by Dr, Doas in his well-known report
on Kwakiutl Indians, and he states




