
DniHioN or BoTASV,

Ottawa. Fi-bruarj !••, 1«1«I.

J. II. Oridpam:, Em)., 6. Aprr..

Dirc'itor, Exin-rinuiitul t'urm«,

Uttuwa.

Sir:—r have tlic lioumir ti) transmit hinwltli 8 manu«Ti|it entitled "The Blm-li

I-fjr Distense of rotiitiK-« nni-iil by Barilhis nluiiiiiapniii. II;irri.o|.." prepared at my

request by Mr. Paul A. ilurpiiy. B.A.. A.R.C,Sc.I.. asM.tunt in charge of the plant

putlii.loKiciil l-iilil Laboratory for I'rinie Kilvviird Isliniii.

The study of the losses witli wliioii the potnto ijr.iweri univer-ally have to contend

liHs n-vealed that, while low yield- may le due to unfavoiirul.lc .ultural. elimatic, or

Miil eon.litions. yet various di.eaw» an- far more largely rispouMlde for tlie»o often

eonsiderable lo-w*. It i» quite natural, tl.irefore, that the -"tu.ly of tli.w' di»ea»e*

should rei-eive »i*eial attention from the officers of this division, and this activity

ha. already resulte.! in the reduction of a l:iry. proportion of loss. Yet it U essenti.

for the profitable raiisinn of [Hxatoes that there sliould W |da.c.l at the disiKihaJ of

farniers, short, concise and reliable information r.';!ar.linK the co:itrol of those disoase*

which are most important from an economic ^tandiioint.

Hence, the special Ircatis.. on " Late n!i«lit and Potato Rot " submitted to you

rcently is now followed by one on Black Lcjt. This discH»c is readily n-cognizeil and

moreover easy of control.

The losses due to this disease, now cabnlatcl by Mr. :Murphy to am..mit to the still

large sum of $606,255 for the three Maritime Provinces, were, speaking from my per-

foiuil exfK'rience. considerably higher ii few years auM,. This »lis«'ns." is being rediu-cHl

every year through o\ir instriK-tions and the spiniial efforts of the farmers, and it is

lioiied that Mr. Murphy's treatise will assist in further reducing or. preferably, elimi-

nating cit altogether from our long list of important plant disease*.

I would respectfully re(-..mmend the publication ..f this numnscript as ('ir<'ular

No. n.
, .

I have the honour to be. sir.

Your obctlicnt servant.

II. T. r.rssow.
Dominion Botanist.


