
:w f.i.v.i. .1 rnn,\y

Ami now :iftcr ."lO \c,irs of ((inftMlpralirm \w unt in ;i piwitinn to
eMiilliJilf the Ml.Ti'SS of till- ^t•(•;lt ('Micrimfnt, TIk' l;i.-l of llic f.llhcM
ll^^ p.'i.M.M'il away ami in tlii-*, the jiiLii.c year of union, tin- people of
Canaila without division of race, «iei,|, intrMot or political faitli unite
to rescre the tiirniory of the men who founij*".! the Canadian Nation
Mild pay a ju>t triliute to those who were lalleil upon to uuidc its course
thionnh all the multifarious prolih'm> that followed in the train of the
Mritish Norlh America Act. Heal prolilems e\iste.| aii<l still face us -
amity lictwcen the races, diplomatic ;ind traile relations with the I'liited
States; delunil.ition of federal ami provincial rights, cheap and ade(|ualo
facilities of transportation, (he taiilT, and our relations to the Mother-
land .'in<l Iheoihei ii\erseas DominioiiH. All centre round the panimoiint
idea of hiiildinn 'ip a diiralile and virile n.itionalism within the Ijnpire
that will secure tl fJiciency of the >fale wilhoiit destroying the
ifidividuality of the citi/eii.

In the solution of these ))rol)lems the present i{<''>"".ili'Hi will do
well IoKuidethems<'lvesin tile liroad jiriiiciples th;J actuated the lathers
of Confederation. They stood for a workahle system of government,
not for a theoretical constitution; they de. ired tlie union of the luo-
vinces on the only luusi.s |)ossitp|e compromise and fraternity, Ahove
all, their he.'irts were set to maintain our Uritisli connection. In thi.s

it is hardly too much to s,iv that thi'y convertecl Mritish stiilesmeii
to a new view of empire. When the delesates from Caiia.la visited
KiiKlaiid in IHii.") on helialf of confederation, (leorne Mrown wrote
hack that there was a manifest desire on the part of IJritisli statesmen
that I'l-e lonjj the IJritish North America Colonies would shift for
themselves. Today there .are KMthered anaiii in London other ileh'g.'ites
froni every Dominion (leliheratiiiR on terms of a grander union that
will include them all with the .Motherland .as e<|ual partners in a galaxy
of I'ations around the Uritish Crown.

Time and the irrefiitahle Ionic of events has justified the constructive
work if the Fathers of Confederation. Fifty years a^o .some of their
actions were misconstrued and much ])etty criticism was directed against
them. I?iit they worked faithfully with the materials at hand and
with sincere i)uri)o.se. "They may .sometimes have taken half a loaf
where others would have gone hiitiKiv hy jiroclaiminK their right to
the whole, hut they welded the nonunion and kept it part of the ICmpire
for which their uramlrons were willing to die at Neuve Chapelle, St.
.Iiilien"—Courcellette ami \iiiiy Hidge.
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