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Open up for 
the mummers!

troubadours but as actors innightie; a wedding dressFrom Christmas night to 
Little Christmas (Jan. 6), 
homes in most small towns 
in Newfoundland ring with 
the singing and dancing of 
the mummers.

The mummers come in all 
ages, sizes, shapes and kinds 
of outlandish dress. They 
come bearing accordians, 
guitars, mouth organs, 
drums or a child’s tin horn; 
anything to make music or 
noise.

With a loud banging on the 
door and a high, falsetto cry 
of “Let the mummers in! ” or 
“Any mummers allowed 
in?” ~ they crowd into the 
house and the fun begins. 
According to tradition, they 
are supposed to entertain 
their hosts in return for food 
and drink.

Usually one of the group 
can play the instrument hs is 
carrying (an amazing 
number of Newfoundlanders 
have a natural gift for music, 
as shown by their 
background in the field of 
folk music) and soon 
everyone, mummers and 
hosts, are singing and doing , 
a lively dance.

When the dance comes to 
an exhausted end, the 
mummers are rewarded 
with a piece of fruitcake and 
a glass of syrup or rum, 
depending on the* host’s 
estimation of the mummer’s 
age (not always accurate).

The mummers try their 
best not to be identified and 
the variety of clothing shows 
their efforts. The men tend to 
dress like women, and vice 
versa. Favorite costumes 
are a sheet draped Arab- 
style and held with pins; a 
father’s winter overcoat that 
reaches to mother’s ankles; 
a mother’s long flannelette

a pageant usually presented 
at Christmas.

The plot of the play was 
usually the same every year, 
with a fight in which the hero 
was killed and later revivied. 
All the performers were 
male and the characters 
included a. fool and a man in 
woman’s clothes. The per
formers ended the play by 
taking up a collection.

According to Farley 
Mowat, an adopted 
Newfoundlander who has 
now flown the nest, mum- 
mering originated not in 
England, but in Rome during 
the ancient orgies of the 

. ..
The Saturnalia was a orgy 

of freedom from law and 
morality and, according to 
Mowat, was headed by a 
mummer king known as the 
Lord of Misrule.

He also says that some 
mummers call themselves 
Jannies, which is a link with 
the god Janus, from whom 
January got its name. 

However, I disagree with 
Farley on this, as I disagree 
with him on a lot of subjects.

According to the 
Encyclopedia Britannica 
and Mummering Folklore, 
mummering originated in 
England. Most Newfoun
dlanders also insist that the 
correct name is “Johnny”, 
and mummers who meet on 
the street call to each other, 
“Hey, Johnny!”

Although mummering, or 
Johnnying, is no longer 
practiced in England, it is 
still known in a couple of 
British colonies. 
Newfoundland, a British 
Crown Colony until 1949 
when it became a provihee, 
is probably the only place 
where it is carried on.

seveeral sizes too large; or 
anything that doesn’t fit or 
belongs to the opposite sex.

Professionally-made 
costumes are out, as are 
store-bought masks. The 
best mask is a piece of sheer 
stuff, for instance, curtain 
material, draped over the 
head and held in place by a 
cap. The person wearing it 
can see through the 
material, but is 
unrecognizable underneath.

A thicker mask makes it 
difficult to breathe while 
singing and dancing, but- 
most mummers end the visit 
by unmasking, so they get a 
breath oi freshair. ec* ■. 
casionally.

Mummering, or mum
ming, had it’s origin in 
England as early as the 13th 
century. In those days, 
groups of people roamed the 
streets during the winter 
festival and entertained at 
the houses to which they 
were invited.

Later, during the 16th and 
17th centuries, mummers 
acted as entertainers in the 
Manor Houses of the fuedal 
lords. A Lord of Misrule and 
a House Jester were ap
pointed to keep the festivities 
going. These festivities often 
took the form of 
masquerading and pan
tomimes presented by the 
mummers.

In later yeas, the mum
mers were like troubadours, 
entertaining in return for 
food. They were finally 
outlawed by Parliament 
when the Puritans came to 
power.

In the latter half of the 18th 
century, the mummers 
returned to the English 
entertainment world, not as
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14" SOLARCOLOR PORTABLE TV BIG 18” SOLARCOLOR PORTABLE TV
Model 8027CD.

Model 6L4038

Model SCI 1014-WAY COMBINATION Factory List Price $419.95 Factory List Price $459.95
• 26' Color TV
• Imperial 800 Chassis
• AM/FM Stereo Radio
• Stereo Record Player J
• Stereo 8-Track Tape Player 
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MODEL KS5028 player
Solid slot# stereo with unified , 
FM/AM-FM stereo radio and built-in 
8-track cartridge tope ployer. I 
Features '2/4 Channel 4-dimen- I 
slonol sound system that provides I 
4-channel sound orriblence when ■ 
two additional speakers are added 
(Additional speakers are optional 
at extra cdst).

Factory List Price 
$349.95
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13 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR
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REFRIGERATOR FREEZER-DUPLEX 
Over 18 Cu. ft - Model CND1847

The PENTHOUSE, 
Model TS211

The Academy Mod.i stc94ix~
Solid State AM/FM Stereo com
ponents with speakers f m q ç- 
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Factory List Price $139.93
e Rugged polystyrene cabinet

Deluxe solid-state table stereo with 
FM/AM-FM stere^ radio. Automatic 
Phonograph.
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30" CUSTOM ELECTRIC RANGE 
FULLY AUTOMATIC 

CONTINUOUS CLEAN OVEN
b MODEL E3H74

IMPERIAL 7 CYCLE
DISHWASHER

With 2 Spray Arms 
Factory List Price $439.95

24" DELUXE ELECTRIC RANGE 
Model E2A74 The BALLADIER

Model KS331
LOOK 3 WAY STEREO • Radio 

e Phonograph • 8 Track Tape Player
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Undercounter Model DU2449
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CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL

AUTOMATIC 
GAS STOVE
Full Size 30' 

Factory List Price 
$324.95

Christmas Special

MODEL DE754 'FLO-STREAM' 
MATCHING AUTOMATIC 

ELECTRIC DRYER 
Factory List Price $284.95

MODEL WA774 Two-speedmultl-cycle 
POWER SURGE Automatic Washer Re 

circulating lint filter. Fabric conditioner dis 
penser. 18 lb. Super - Tub Variable load 
selector Positive pressure fill Permo-Press 
cool down.

Factory List Price $439.95
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PAYING FOR A SERVICE 
YOU CAN GET FREE ON A

. JET POWER CREDIT UNION
PERSONAL CHEQUING 

ACCOUNT

CHR/STMA:
SPECIALChristmas Bonus

christma:
SPECIAL

supplying personal- 
i a service fee of 1 4 to 20 

,M„„ ,„J issue (or a monthly fee of about 
service) and this all adds to your personal

It's a fact that most places charge for 
ized cheques and almost all charge 
cents for every cheque you i 
$2.50 for a similar s_ 
cost of living.

You stop these payments at Jet Power!

All chequing accounts at Jet Power are personalized, at 
no expense to you, with both name and address, whether it's 
an individual or joint account. You are supplied with all the 
cheques you require, as well as a wallet and a book to 
record deposits and withdrawals. You receive a monthly 
statement, mailed to your address, with dll your cancelled 
cheques. Most importantly, you may write as many cheques 
as you want absolutely free of charge.

COLONIAL STYLE MAPLE 
FINISH NO. 21S
DOUBLE DRESSER BASE .. $89.95 
DOUBLE DRESSER MIRROR $19.95 
SINGLE DRESSER BASE.. $69.95 
SINGLE DRESSER MIRROR $18.95
CHEST 5 DRAWERS............. $79.95
CHEST 7 DRAWERS............. $79.95
NIGHT TABLE......................... $24.93
REGULAR BED A RAILS .. $59.93

EARLY AMERICAN COLLECTION 
WHITE OR GOLD NO. 1SOJ 
DOUBLE DRESSER BASE .. $89.93
Mirror........... ...........................$24.93
SINGLE DRESSER BASE... $69.93 
HUTCH ON SINGLE
DRESSER BASE.......................$39.93
CHEST 4 DRAWERS............. $69.93
VANITY DESK......................... $79.93

COLONIAL DINING ROOM 
SUITE COLLECTION NO. 215 
IN SOLID WOOD MAPLE 
FINISH
OVAL TABLE.......................$79.93
HUTCH............................... $49.95
BUFFET................................. $89.95
CHAIRS............. ................... $22.93
CORNER CUPBOARD .. $69.93

Christmas
Special3 side choirs, 1 arm choir, 1 oval table 

with leaf 40 x 62 - 72". I buffet 50 x 
16' x 28' and China - 50" x 16" - 72". 
With glass shelves 8 light. Factory List 
$899.95.

IT'S YOUR LAST CHANCE 
TO SAVE BEFORE CHRISTMAS

More power to your money at

JET POWER CREDIT 
UNION LIMITED

Administrative office, 2829 Derry Road Eo»t, Mississauga
MALTON 2829 Derry Rd. East 677-5301 
STREET6VILLB 17 Tannery Street 026-3023 
PORT CREDIT 52 Lakeshore Rd. E. 276-7232
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•Time Plan Available 
•Same Day DeliveryHonest

Rnv DISCOUNT 
DUJ STORE 620 Lakeshore Rd. E
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