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midnight Express is brutal
By Elliott Lefko

Sickness will surely take you 
Where minds don’t usually go 
Come on this amazing journey 
And learn all you should know.
— Peter Townsend from 
Tommy.

On October, 6th, 1970, Billy 
Hayes was busted attempting to 
carry four pounds of hashish 
across the Turkish border. The 
prosecuter vehemently pressed for 
a stiff punishment — life. The 
presiding judge mercifully said 
four years.

Fifty-six days before Hayes’ 
release, an elated prosecuter, after 
repeated argument, re-opened the 
Hayes case and won a thirty year 
extension of the sentence.

Midnight Express is an up­
coming film directed by Alan 
Parker (Bugsy Malone) Based on 
the novel by William Hayes with 
William Hotter, Midnight Express 
attempts to re-create the ex­
perience of the young American 
Billy Hayes, then a Marquette 
University student, now twenty- 
eight, from the strapping-on of four 
pounds of hashish (about twenty 
large, chocolate bar-sized packets) 
to his body, until his eventual 
escape from the hell-like captivity 
of a Turkish prison.

Billy Hayes: “Why did I do it? I 
was smoking. It seemed like a good 
idea at the time. The day before I 
had gone to customs, checking it 
out. Nobody was being searched. I 
thought I could make it.”

The movie works as a powerful 
inducement to read the novel. How
close is fiction to real life? In the protest; the culmination of which 
case of Midnight Express the film opened negotiations for an ex-
is almost a documentation. The change of prisoners between the
inhuman conditions of the prisons, Turkish and American govem- 
the mockery of justice that ments.
masquerades as a Turkish

days to reach the Greek border, The scenes between the two 
and freedom and that two-day characters colour the dominating 
period kept flashing into my mind grey scenes filmed within the 
while I was on the set. It was a very prison, 
strange feeling, believe me!”
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Weisser are Hayes’ cellmates. 
Through its Martin Scorsese-like Among the Turkish murderers, 
documentary candor combined rapists, thieves and junkies live 
with a last ditch Great Escape — these young men. They keep their 
like ending, M.E. shook the spirit alive, the former through 
festival into a voice of fevered violent pranks and the latter asRING DAYS - Oct. 30 fr 31st.
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At the Bookstore (Central Square)

A10% discount will be allowed on 
rings ordered on this day only.
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Change of Convocation Date
Due to a number of unforeseen difficulties the date 
of the Fall Convocation has been changed from 
November to
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Faculties and Colleges will be sending detailed 
information to graduands later 
Note: Atkinson College convocation is at 

10:30 am, December 2nd.

Susan, Billy’s girlfriend, provides a rare moment of tenderness.

homosexual.
Hayes also interacts with John 

Hurt, handsomely portraying a 
tired junkie sadly languishing the 
longest among the prisoners. His 
plan of escape: “Take the Mid­
night Express”.

A further cell mate Paolo 
Bonacelli (Rifki) is a Quasimodo- 
appearing-Benedict-Arnold-type 
Turk who will do anything to build 
a small store of money.

Finally the angriest finger 
pointed falls on the group of “pigs” 
that are the Turkish guards. Paul 
Smith as Hamidou the head guard, 
leads a group of actors that are 
shockingly true to their roles.

B.H.: “The producers then 
took me to see a couple of scenes 
they had edited. The first comes 
early in the story after T have 
been subjected to Hamidou, the 
head guard. ‘Billy’ gets off the bed, 
he is in terrible shape, and Jimmy 
and Max help ‘him’ walk down into 
the courtyard. I went into the 
theatre as an objective observer, 
but watching that scene I, 
nevertheless, became so moved I 
had to step outside and get some 
air.”

The only female in the film, 
Irene Miracle, illuminates the role 
of Hayes’ girlfriend. Surprisingly 
Hayes actually was re-united with 
the girl he left, only to recently 
break up.

Today the suntanned Hayes lives 
in California studying to be an 
actor. However at present he is on 
a promotional tour, lured by a cut 
of the movie’s take.

A number of scenes bum fiercely 
with seemingly senseless violence. 
Yet Hayes and director Parker are 
both quick to vehemently justify 
their inclusion.

As seen through the eyes of 
Hayes and others in Turkish 
prisons in the late sixties and early 
seventies the violence did indeed 
occur. Hayes and Parker clearly 
set out to make sure that the world 
would see what had taken place.

“If you don’t believe the 
violence, I suggest you spend a day 
in a Turkish prison”, Hayes 
recently remarked in response to 
the critics of the film’s violence.

As startling as the original plot 
is, all elements of the film’s 
production had to sing before the 
film could deliver its emotionally 

courtroom, the inefficiency of the tinged punch. And deliver it does. 
American embassy and the high This is a picture that realizes
level politics that made Hayes a precise camera (John Stanier),
martyr/pawn (incensed over the sound (Giorgio Moroder), editing 
amount of heroin entering the U.S. (Gerry Hambling) and finally 
by way of Turkey, Nixon turned his acting.
anger to the Turkish government Brad Davis (portraying Billy 
who in turn took it out on Hayes) is a young actor who, it is
smugglers like Hayes ) are all true, said, gave his agent long fits before

he finally consented to take on a

Fine Arts presents 
Burton Auditorium
The Whilom Stringband,
a Toronto-based folk ensemble devoted to the 
people and music of Canada 
Thursday, November 2,8:30 p.m.
Necessary Angel,
a new theatre company gives its debut 
performance of Agamemnon 
Tuesday, November 7,8:30 p.m.
Students - $3.00; General Public - $4.00 
For ticket information call 667-2370
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Billy’s outburst in court

Bus. Admin. 
Final Year 
Students

according to Hayes and the book.
B.H.: “I walked onto the set of j°b- The wait for the right script 

M.E. on October 2nd, 1977, exactly was worth — it echoes Marlon 
two years to the day I escaped Brando and On the Waterfront. 
from the real thing. It took me two Mike Kellin adds credibility and 

humanity in the form of Hayes’ 
father. The character is un­
derstanding, simple and direct.

itiKTeToday, the chartered accountant is not only an 
auditor but a valued business adviser. Challenge, 
opportunity and responsibility are all part of the 
career path of those who choose to enter this 
demanding and exciting profession.
Discuss career opportunities with Clarkson, 
Gordon representatives, on campus
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Screening/MNv Independent 
Richard Myers will present his 
new film Floorshow today at 
one inS137 Ross.

Considered the Fellini of the 
underground cinema, Myers 
makes his films with simple 
cameras but incorporates 
elaborate special effects. His 
previous films include Akran. 
Deathstyles and 37- 73 

The department of Film and 
Ken Dancyger will host a 
discussion to follow the 
screening.

filmmaker

Nov. 13 & 14 MOIMTEITH
OF BUSINESS

ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES 
An Extra Course 

A Viable Alternative

0 INSTITUTE
EDUCATION

I : \
A Master Charqe & VISA 

Accepted

642 Bloor St. W , Toronto 
(3 blocks west of Bathurst)

Telephone 535 1531
HOURS

10-8 Monday-Wednesday 
10-9 Thursday & Friday 

9-6 Saturday

A 42-Hour course recognized
by professional accounting associations 

(RIA, etc )
• Convenient Times
• Smell Classes
• Workshop Approach
• Personal Attention
• Placement Assistance

Chartered Accountants
St. John's • Halifax • Saint John • Quebec • Montreal 
Ottawa • Scarborough • Toronto • Mississauga 
Hamilton • Kitchener • London • Windsor 
Thunder Bay • Winnipeg • Regina • Calgary ^ 
Edmonton • Vancouver • Victoria ,^^^1 97 Eglinton E. 485-6081

(near subway)


