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AT T HE S I GN OF THE MNA PLE

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING.

T HERE will be centenaries 'a-plenty in the year
to come, for Anno Doin i 8o9 was indeed
a Year of Wonder. What a galaxy of celebra-

tions is to bang in next year's firmament!1 Gladstone,
Tennyson, Darwin, Lincoln, Oliver Wendell Holmes,
Poe, Mrs. Browning, Chopin, Mendelssohn, King-
lake are ten of the illustrious. In the list we notice
but one woman's name-the gentle, gifted_ Elizabeth
Barrett, who bec'ame the wife of Robert Browning,
and who died far from the England of hier birtb in
the Italian city which had given bier new life.

In these days of Browning Clubs, where every
member bas views of his own concerning Sordello, it
is interestîng to recaîl that there was a time wben
the verse of Elizabeth Barrett was more higbly re-
garded that the work of Robert Browning. The
poetry of the former is now considered " old-fasb-
ioned," but there are lines and poems by the great-
hearted littie woman wbicb are not to, be forgotten.
" Cowper's Grave," "The Cry of the Children " and
the jewelled "Sonnets from the Portuguese" are not
likely to go the way of dusty death. Mrs.
Browning's poetry is lacking in restraint; yet this
very exuberance of emotion xqiakes such an out-
break as "The Cry of the Children" a passionate
appeal to something deeper than critical observation.
That poemn went far towards rousing English phil-
antbropists to an investigation of factory conditions
and if the writer were living to-day she might con-
sider it advisable to, repeat the appeal on this side
of, the Atlantic.

The, centenary of this poet's birth will certainly
be celebrated in Canada, and it would be fitting the
occasion if it were marked by some memorial of a
nature to, keep in mînd the generous and tender
qualities of the woman whose love-story is the most
fragrant in English literature.

WOMEN'S CANAb)IAN -CLUBS.

T HE Women's Canadian Club, of Montreal, a
a year old this montb. On December 12th,

i907, the first women's club of this nature in the
Dominion was organised in our greatest city, witb a
niem1bership 'of three hundred and twenty-five and a
waiting list. Lady Drummond presided, and His
Excellency the Governor-General gave a most in-
spiring address. The.sister organisation of Winni-
peg held its opening meeting on December 14th, just
two days later, with an attendance of over two hun-
dred, Mrs. W. Sanford Evans presiding. The speak-
ers on that occasion were Mr. John Kendrick Bangs
and Hon. T. Mayne Daly. The membership in botb
th>e Montreal and Winnipeg clubs bas increased by
hundreds since December of last year.

The constitution of the Montreal club states:
"The purpose of the Club is to foster patriotism and

to encourage a deeper and more serious interest
amongst womnen in the institutions, history and re-
sources of Canada, as well as to bring before them
leading questions of the day both at home and
abroad, and to endeavour to unite Canadian women
in sncb work as may be witbin their powers for
the welfare and progress of the Dominion."

A second-. object of the Women's Canadian
Clubs is to give women opportunities of hearing
eminent men, whose oratorical efforts have bereto-
fore been reserved for tbe Canadian Clubs at wbich
men assemble. For this purpose a luncheon is held,
once a month or so, during the season from October
to April, anid, following tbis informaI repast, is an
address from a speaker especially invited for the
occasion. So f ar, Montreal and Winnipeg are the
onlv clubs which have held to the luncheon-custom,

spares no effort to, secure for the new and tbriving
organisation the presence of sucb speakers as will
prove an inspiration.

The women of Canada have. been accused of pro-
vincialismi in mental outlook. This fault may be
preferable to the pseudo-intellectuality of which, Pre-
sident Roosevelt bas complained. However, it is
not necessary that the women of this favoured land
sbould be either narrow in their interests or vision-
ary in their intellectual aims. It is quite possible
to be interested in tbe broader questions of To-Mor-
row without becoming indifferent to, the small duties.
of To-Day. Towards this symmetrical development
of Canadian womanbood, such a presiding officer as
Lady Drummond contributes a gentle and broad-
ening influence.

A MATTER 0F WORDS.

T HE novelists of the first quarter of the Nine-
teentb Century bad a way of referring to their

heroines as "females," sometimes "lovely young
females." This odious word, as applied to femin
me bumanity, bas almost disappeared from

oured ladies" and "the gentleman who calîs for t
ashes" is flot enamoured of the expressions. "GE
tlewoman" bas flot yet lost its flavour and expresU
certain qualities of sweetness and dignity which
are too likely to, consider out-of-date.

MISTAKEN LEADERS.

T HERE are two modern women whose naines
perto inspire dislike if flot terror, i

manly heart. One of these daring dames is Mrs. ÇQ
rie Nation who smashes 'bars, the other is Mi
Emma Goîdman, who would smash everytbing if s
bad ber own sweet way. The former bas gone to t
Britisb Isles on a temperance tour and bas fou
the City of Glasgow somewbat hostile to ber chari
ing personality. Kansas is more or less accustoin
to freakish reformers and when the frisky Caroli
ch 'ose to spend the afternoon in wrecking the g
fixtures and breaking the decanters in tbe bar-roo
the Kansas neighbours treated the outbreàk wi
indulgence. However, Glasgow is anotber matt'
The people of that city will not be interfered wil
either in matters of alcobol or religion and M
Nation bas not been treated with that bosoitali
wbich ought to, gladden the Christmas season. T
cause of temperance, wbicb bas been advancil
rapidly in England and Scotland, will be neith
barmed nor benefited by Mrs. Nation's campaigl.

Miss Emma Goîdman, tbe anarcbist leader, w
recently arrested at Seattle for unguarded uttE
ances against ail governments but, wben last bea
from, was threatening to lecture at Vancouver
anarcby and its aims. This lecturer is on bier Wi
to Australia to deliver a.series of inflammatory a
dresses and will bardly conduce to the peace of tf
Orient by the time she reaches India.

* * *

Lady Drurnond,
Presient of Wamen's Canadian Club, Montmel.

polite speech. Occasionally, even in the present, one
hears of a "femnale college" or a "femnale prayer-
meeting," but it brings a thrill of surp 'rise to read
in the january issue of a Canadian monthly: "Fe-
male explorers are by no means ùnknown." There
follows an entcrtaining account of the travels of
Miss Agnes Deans Cameron. The world, "lady,"
bas been so sadly misused that no doubt tbe editor
thougbt be would be justifled in going to the other
extreme and classing the woman who wanders with

lie h;
, editrcss," "poetess"

loned. A similar fate
,diniste" and "pianiste."
ts, pcrbaps because so
have chosen that pro-ý
wonld take too mucli
sed in derision for the

THE WOMAN WHO SPENDS.

A WOA wrtri h odn(n.

United States on the score of their extravaga
A f ew of the writer's comments' are: "There iý
woman ini the world wbo, when she starts
shopping, is capable of spending so much moue:
the American wnman. She goes out to buy a
and returns with a trousseau. Does she need a
of gloves? She returns home witb nine pair
boots and slippers and seventy-five dollar bat."

This is a rather exaggerated statement as to
spending abilityl of the fair tourist f rom Chic
or New York. The British critic goes on to as
that this extravagance is partly owing to, the circ
stance that the United States housebolder does
give bis, wif e an allowance. CQnsequently,
makes no apportionment for expenses and lel
household accounts to adjust themselves, while
spends most of the available dollars on clothing
personal adorument. The fair United Stat
cornes next to the Frencbwoman in the matte,
gowns and shoes and the result of the expendi
goes far towards justifying the reckless squan
ing which so horrifies the British houisewife.

If there couild only be a happy medium attai
in the matter, there woulçl, perhaps, be more 1
piness, both in British and Amnerican househc
If the United States woman would pay more ser:
attention to the accounts of butcbeTr, baker
grocer, bier husband might look less worried,
bave a lees sallow complexion. On tbe other lh;
if the British matron would spend a f ew pound.ý
really respectable sboes and gloves, she would 1
sent a more cheering spectacle.

CANADItl'

THE CLOSING YEAR.

Bir F. W. BOURDILON,

Faster than petals fall on windy days
From ruicd roses,

Hope after hope falI8 fluttering, and decays
Ere the year closes.

For little bopes, that open but to die,
AfTd little pleasures

Divide the lonp, sad vear that lahmnurs 1w


