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THE IDEAL HUSBAND-By KEBLE HOWARD

YOU meet him, first of al, on the morning
train. You can tell at a glance that be is
married. At tbe second gianýce you would
say that hie was bappily married. A tbird

glance would convince you that bis wif e was
happily marrie And, at the fourtb giance, you
would be sure that here was the ideai husband.

You look, first of aIl, at bis eyes. They are
clear, and steady, and set weIi apart. H1e hias a
ruddy complexion, a brown moustache, and a ten-
dency to pbimpness. His clothes fit bim. His coat
sits easily on bis sturdy sboulders, and bis boots
do not pinch. He is evidently on good ternis with
his tailor, bis bootmaker, and bis hatter. 11e bas
paid for bis clotbes.

H1e carrnes an umbrella, wbicb is neatly roiled.
This lie places in tbe rack, and you are quite sure
that hie will not forget it. ie bas a folded copy of
tbe Daily Telegrapk in bis band. 11e bas read tbe
Daily Mail at breakfast, so bie leaves it at bhorne
for bis wife and daugbters to enjoy. H1e opens bis
Telegraph in tbe centre, and reads tbe cbief item
of news aIl tbrougli and then the leader on, it.
Whatever bappens that day, be wil be "Up" in the
siews of the day, and prepared witb a definite
opinion-the Telegraph's opinion-on it.

HE knows ail the men in tbe carniage, and ex-
changes nods and kindly greetings with them.

This one is a wit; he lauglis with bim. That one
is very senlous; he frowns witb him over tbe Iatest
move of the Governent. Another one lias a cbild
ill at borne; bie makes a gentlc enquiry after thec
child.

As the train gathers speed, and before be opens
bis Telegraph, be fille bis pipe. First of aIl it must
be knocked out, very carefttlly, against bis boot.'
Then out cornes the emlyroidered poucb, filled with
the favounite brand of tobacco, ami the pipe is cane-
fully packcd. Last of ail be produces the wooden
box of safety matches that stamips the f a'ily man
as surely as the neatly folded umnbrella, and the
brown-paper parcels at night.

Whilst hie reads and smokes-not quickly, but
slowly and healthfully-you picture bis home. You
can sec it quite clearly, standing back a littie from
the quiet road, with the xxeat front garden, and thse
iieat curtains, ami the dlean steps, and the weil-
Dolished, knoclcer. and the one palm in the dininLy-

in initiative, certainly lacking in fire, but extremely
trustwortby and reliable. Tbey know that- be does
flot chatter outside about office secrets, partly be-
cause he neyer chatters, and partly because be does
flot know many of the secrets. H1e will neyer de-
camp with a large or small lump of casb. Hie will
neyer be rude to a client, or turn up late in the
morning, or incite rebellion among the otber cierks.
Tbey are prepared to keep himi in their employ
until hie wisbes to retire or is compelled to do so
by old age.

Wben the luncheon-bour arrives, lie changes bis
coat, gets bis bat, takes bis 7'elegraph-mhe bas stili
to read the ligliter features of that wonderful penny-
worth-and betakes bim to' his accustomed
restaurant. ýHere, if fortune favours hlm, he sits
in bis usual corner, and bie knows pretty well before
he looks at the card what there will be to eat and
what he wiil order. A cut off the joint, two vege-
tables, dheese, and butter. If there is a very tempt-
ing sweet, sucb as roiy-poly jam pudding, be may
yield and bave tbree-penn'ortb. (The arnounit of
roiy-poly jarn pudding that is consumed daily in
tbe City of London by business men of alI denomina-
tions would astonisb the bousewives of England
into a'fit.)

Then cornes a cup of coffee, half-a-pipe, and, per-
haps, if a friend is handy, a game of dominoes in
the room upstairs. Back to, tbe office five minu~tes
befo-re bis bour is up,- and at work again on the_
tick.

WE next meet tbe ideal liusband on bis way borne.
Hie bas finisbed with the T'elegraph, andi buys

an evening paper-onie with good "fashions" pre-
feTred, for that gives pleasure at home. 'He bas
two or tbree littie parcels undèr bis arm, especially
towards the end of tbe week. These hie places in
the rack, togetber witb bis unvbrella, and bie will
not forget any of tbemn. H1e docs not play carde
in the train-be bas seen too many fellows led into
'bad ýhabits tbrougb that simple game of bridge in
the train-but hie likes bis pipe, and bis evening
paper, and thie consciousness of duty donc, and tbe
pleasant weIcone that is awaiting bimn.

iSo we follow birn to the neat bouse in the quiet
street, and we go in with bim, and we hear
hlm caîl for bis wif e. H1e kisses ber bef ore hie does
anything else, and then she takes the parcels, and
finds that hie býas executed ail bier commissions witb-
out making a single mistake. If tbere is stili a
littie dayldgbt, bie slips into a very old coat, and
tidies up the already very tidy littie garden. Tbe
man next door is doing tbe saine, and, tbey ex-
cbange rernarks over the wall, and sympathize witb
each otber about the weatber.

'fhen cornes the evening meal, witb tbe chatter
of tbe girls, andi tbe news of the borne-day.. Tbhe
ideal busband, being also an ideal fatber, is in-
terested to htar ail that tbe girls and Trom have to
say. He does flot snub tbem, or gruffly tell tbem
to be seen and not beard, but laugbs at their littie
jokes, advises tbem, shows himselýf a real good pal.

After the evening meal, lie may r-ead a book, or
hie may play draug bts or cbess witb bis wif e or
one of the chidren, or tbey may bave a round game
of carde (riuts for counters), or they may gyo to a
local entertainmcrit, or tbey may bave "frîinds in,"
or they may go to tbe bouse of a friend. W'batever
happens, fatber is in it, -and enjoying it, and help-
ing to make tbe time pass bappiiy for everybody.

;Saturdays and Sundays are bis favourite days.
On Saturday afternoons be goes on some expedition
witb bis wife, now to visit a relative, now to a
matinee, now to a concert, now for a long walik.
Saturday evening is always a jolly time, anid it is
tben, if fortune is kind, that the girls persuade
fatber to sing, in lis nice baritone voice, extracts
f rom the -operas of the late Gilbert and Sullivan.
Motber likes to hear bim, too, and he does it as
much to please 'ler and tbe cbildren as himself.,

Being by tbis time in a position of importance in
bis firmn, he takes bis, holiday in July, August, or
Septeniber. H1e is passionately fond of the country,
but bis wife and the childrcn prefer the seaside.
'Phey bave a fortnight by tbe sea, therefore, and
lie 'bas a week in the country with a friend, or at a
small inn. During this week be inidulges to the
full the overweening passion of bis life-fisbing.

The idýeai 'hiiband insures against everything-
fire, burgiars, sickness, accidents, death. He saves,
too, and hie glows with the thouglit that the bat
wili flot have to be passed round for bis widow
and children. The one worry of bis life is the
incomne-tax, whi he feels to be unjust and very
hard on thie professional mriddle-classes. Still, his
office retuirns the amount of bis saiary quite cor-
rectly to the Inland Revenue Departmnent, and that
saves bhim many a twinge of conscience.

Hie is, in al, a good fellow, a good citizen, a
gond patriot. and the backbone of the country.
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