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The Skipper’'s Masquerade

(Concluded from page 8.)

Some bickering. The completed pic-
ture doubled up the cook, while Nat
8ave way to uncontrolled mirth. With
18, Jack knife, Nat fashioned a hat-
PIn from a piece of stick, and after
th{‘ee attempts to run it through the
:I“PDGI"S head as well as the hat, at-
®Mpts which called forth language of
3 Sbecial kind from the victim, Nat
Was satisfied with his handiwork, and
SUggested moving towards the brig.
he little procession started. A
glfpup of small boys left their pad-
g to join, and a fox terrier accom-
?lilnled With his presence and his yelp-
g 8. This brought other dogs on the
Cene, with their respective owners.
thqgs and men seemed to find some-
g strangely exhilarating in the
Spsctacle,
Yo Lean on me and put your ’and over
"Vb’lr beard, It’s alright,” assured Nat.
th € look like man and wife out for
© day!»
‘,I,'lrhe Cook not to be outdone said,
Il call you ma!” And gave the dis-
fgilsed man a dig in the ribs, and re-
v Yed in return a whack over the ear,
thilc Caused him to see and say many
08S. Along the parade by way of
_w: Beach gardens, they made their
acy to the river side and the quay,
COmpanied by a gathering crowd
Se 0S¢ joy increased at each step.
Da rt001 bpys regarded it as a new de-
hoy Ure in the game of hare and
De dnds. ’Friends of many years, stop-
oy Cutting from time to time, and
to the question to him squarely as
Why he masqueraded in that attire.
é)Oheeman remonstrated with him,
croy 24 his helmet knocked off by the
Il Wd, who would not have their
€asure interrupted. The skipper’s
Me €came a trot, then a douple.
entn Who could not leave their job,
eered into the fun by casting what
at e meant to be languishing glances
the im, A blind man who stood near
hi boat landing, forgot straightway
deg Dfirmity and his occupation, and
th&terted his post to join the throng
ish, Wenj: laughing along. He brand-
hred his stick and officered the
Thong’ happy for once in his life.
fute humbled man marked him for
Ure reference,

NAT and Charlie stuck nobly to their
Chief, the latter from time to
brg time putting out a leg which
theUght many unsuspecting citizens to
grip ound. Near Battison’s works a
menty Coal heaver paused for a mo-
ine . .8azed at the scene, then enter-
Snaieit© the fun of the thing tried to
graig. 2 Kiss from Cutting, to the
B fication of his black faced com-
Swo ONS.  The distracted skipper
dusli‘e loudly; breaking away from his
ang Y lover, he gathered up his skirts
Tan,
AnAchl‘oar of greeting came from the
ereq Or Inn, where a crowd had gath-
to discuss his death. The sud-
y L.ange from the tragedy to com-
wmnlntoxicated some of the men and
A gn. A blue jacket rushed out of
helq gl‘, seized Cutting by the waist,
5 im in close embrace and began
bap 20t it bravely to the tune of a
Nok ance whistled by a companion.
mjge, .08 the policeman made two
beerak’?S, he drank another man’s
Dicke dm his excitement, and then
Derg i Up a fresh pint placed for the
hig g Ting blue jacket, thinking it was
Crag Wh. He had swallowed the bev-
hipy §, Pefore the barmaid could tell
r&ultthe fact, then he said it was her

ng:tgls barked joyously; the tug
Teq v, d Shrilly and continuously. A
iskered captain of a collier
er oL, i.n ordinary circumstances a
Of hia Staid seaman, came to the side
kisges bridge and wafted amorous
hyp,. With both hands. By a super-
Only O effort of the pilot the steamer
Tupp; o0mped a dredger, instead of
boyy 08 her down. A gold laced har-
"'hisﬁ“ aster remonstrated, but the red
hime cTed captain had abandoned
he qi?ilf to the whole enjoyment, and
‘ ' &0 impromptu dance.
oyg ~OUble of firemen shouted hilari-
ligy finqml‘ies and advised Cutting to
oy S skirts a little higher.
U are showing all your ankles,

Stea
So

-

Angela,” a mate warned him.

With rankling, accumulating fury,
the skipper ran on. )

The owner had arrived, he was hold-
ing solemn conclave with the mate,
assisted by some idlers, when an ex-
clamation from Mr. Murray caused
him to look in the direction of the
quay. :

‘“Why, it’s the skipper! is it not, Mr.
Murray ?”

Words failed the mate but he made
a gesture of assent.

“Has the man taken leave of his
senses?” he demanded angrily.

Then the humour of the situation
seized him. ‘“Here, boy, quick,” he
called to a youngster, “here’s a penny,
run and tell my missus to come here,
she’s in a pony cart, just down the
lane, you stay and hold the pony.”

The crew received their chief with
a rousing cheer, as he leaped upon the
bulkwark of the brig, his skirts over
his knees, the beehive hat still cling-
ing nobly to his head, and his face
aflame with rage.

The owner had intended to be stern,
instead he fell heavily against the cat
head where he had gone to get a bet-
ter view, and leaning over that pro-
jecting piece of timber, he confided
his sense of joy to the anchor. Then
with tears in his eyes he helped his
wife on board, and they made their
way to the poop, where the skipper
was answering all questions in nauti-

.cal terms containing many damnatory

clauses.

What England Did

(Concluded from page 4.)

code that gentlemen, and the nations
they represent, set for themselves;
and this was taken into account. ‘She
did, indeed, decline to make an agree-
ment which would bind her to neutral-
ity under all conceivable circum-
stances; but she was willing to make
a declaration that none of her agree-
ments with other powers had any de-
signs hostile to Germany, and that she
herself had no hostile intentions, and
would cherish none. Her previous at-
titude towards Germany was sufficient
guarantee of this declaration; but, lest
that should not be enough, she laboured
strenuously to avert war between Rus-
sia and Austria over the question of
Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1911; and
she commenced negotiations for the
settlement of questions of mutual in-
terest, such as the Bagdad railway.
These were conducted to a final ar-
rangement which conceded to Ger-
many very substantial advantages.

VEN that cheerless pour-parler did

not deter England from making

further efforts for an agreement.
The MBritish Government offered to
sign the following declaration: :

“The two powers, being na,tu'raxly
desirous of securing peace and friend-
ship between them, England dec}ares
that she will neither make, nor join in,
any unprovoked attack upon Germany.
Aggressive Germany is not, and forms
no part of any treaty, understanding,
or combination to which England is
now a party, nor will she become a
party to anything that has such an ob-
ject.”

Still, that was not enough for G_er-
many. 'She held to her aim of dealing
a fatal blow to any friendly under-
standing between Engiand and her
friends of the entente; and she {1e-
manded a pledge of British neutrality
in the event of Germany being at war.
That pledge, for reasons already stat-
ed, England would not give; and 80
the negotiations failed once more.

England now made her last effort
for accommodation and arrangement.
In 1912 and 1913 Mr. Churchill madfa
his famous proposal for a naval holi-
day. If, in any year, Germany decided
to relax her shipbuilding programme,
England would do the same; .by which
device, as he put it, relief might be
obtained “without negotiations, t{ar-
gaining, or the slightest restriction
upon the sovereign freedom of any
power.” Germany, with a steadily
growing disdain, made no response to
the suggestion.
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JUST OUT—Sound, Sensible

HOW TO GET A POSITION

_This is one of the most sensible
little books of advice ever offered
to the young man or young woman
seeking employment.  Mr. Hall has
been with a large correspondence
school, and has had much experi-
ence in getting positions for young
men. Above all, he would have the
young man drop all feolish notions
about the getting and holding a
position. Hard work alone makes
good. He gives much practical
advice on letters of application;
personal application; what is good
and what is bad form, etc., ete.

12mo, Cloth, 140 pages. 60 cents
net, post-paid.

Contents: 1.. Special Ability and
Choice of Occupation. 2. Positions
Obtained Through Advertisements.
3. Positions Obtained Through Un-
solicited Letters. 4. The Letter of
Application. 6. Personal Interview
and Letters of Recommendation. 6.
Special Hints to Various Classes of
Applicants. 7. On Keeping Posi-
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Deafness

l'% Causes, Head Noises and Other Ear
ro

ubles Easily and Permanentl Relieved!
P W fsomnﬁ who were

formerly deaf, now hear
distinctly every sound—
even whispers do not es-
cape them. Their life of
loneliness has ended and
all is now joy and sun-
ine, The impaired or
lacking portions of their
R\ ear drums have been
reinforced by simple
little devices, scientifi-
\ “ fﬁller copsltructed for
3 7 that special purpose,
Wilson Common-Sense Ear Drums
often called “Little Wireless Phones for the Ears”
are restoring perfect hearing in every condition of
deafness or defective hearing from causes such as
Catarrhal Deafness, Relaxed or Sunken Drums,
Thickened Drums, Roaring and Hissing Sounds,
Perforated, Wholly or Partially Destroyed Drums,
Discharge from Ears, etc. No matter what the case
or howlong standmg)t is,testimonials received show
marvelousresults. Common-Sense Drums strength-
enthe nerves of the earsand con- .
centrate the sound waves on one
point of the natural drums, thus
successfully restormﬁ erfect
hearing where medical skill even
Is elp. They are made of
a soft, sensitized material, com-
fortable and safe to wear. They
are easily adjusted by the wearer
and out of sight when worn. S
t has done so much for
thousandsof others will help you.
Don’t delay, Write today for i
our FREE 168 page Book on Deaf- in Position 1
S WILSON AR DRUM S50, 1
s Incor,
369 Inter-Southern Bldg. " LoIatIL e Sy,




