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Our SOth First of July

T HIE DATE ON THE COVER o! tis issue marks
the beginning et the fiftletli year of Confeder-
ation, 'fwelve months fromn to-day we shahl

have rouintet eut the llrst hait century o! our ife as
a nation, sO far as an Act et the Imperial Parliament
coulti make us. Unter the termas o! tlie Britishi
North America Act, as wise a plece of logislation
for everseas domin ,ions as ever wns framet, we titi
as mucb as mnigbt bave been expectoti In the lirst
forty-seven years o! that perieti te give ourselves aI
Ieast the physical1 sembiance o! a nation., Quite as
certainly since August 4, 1914, more bas been done
by Canada, when meet of the common business et
natlon-making was reverseti, to make Ibis country a
uniteti people witb ail othier overseas dominions in
the Empire. Before this year rounds out a hait cen-
tury eonfedrtt Canada we may fluti ourselves
muach furtber along the rond than we a re te-day. lu
the meantime quletiy we observe, without exactly
celoebrating, eur fittielli First of July.. Wbat we pay
respect te is a political fact, not a popular struggle.
That which gives the political tact ils deepest sig-
nificance just now la a far grenIer struggle than that
wbicb the ollier hait o! North America wiil ce 'lebrate
ou Tuesday o! next week. For the due observance
o! Ibis day o! tinys lu our national calentiar we have
ne neet o! cannon-crackers. Our filî-guns are boom-
ing along tbe French front.

Curzon a% Govérnor-GeneralWHETHER RIJMOUR IS RIGIIT or wreng, Enri
Curzon of Kedleston mîght makre a very goodi
Governor-Ge(neral o! Canada.' Canadians of

ail conditions- et lite wili ho sorry when the Duke o!
Connaught rotures te Englanti, but in Curzon tbey
will at least finti an interosting personaliîy. Ho isî
Oue of, the hait-dozen or haIt-score men wlie are
ususily on baud lu Englauti for important appoint-
moente lu far parts of the Empire. Since ho litt the
Gevernor4ieneralship ot lutin, in 1905), ho bas been
cemparatively 1die. Il wouit therefore ho the lss
surprising te s.ee bis great capabilitles turuedti 1
accotant ns the King's deputy lu Ibis ceuntry. Eari
Clirzou is the opposite te) a Little Englander. He is
eue et those wbo belleve in Empireanti wDrks for il.
]Ho, is a mian o! decision anti, aI limes, guilty almost
et belug enterprlsing. He le the man wbo, wlieu
tbhings wore going noue tee well lu tlie South African
var, look il upon himsef as Viceroy et lutin 10
d1espatch Indian treepe te Àtrlca. A weaker maxi
-would bave hositateti te part with khese troops aI
a limie wheu Iutin was re.sting noue teu enlsily o'
niglits. A more cautions man would have eonsuiIteti
wltb t-be London authorities andi srnt hie aid 100 lare.
These qualities, admirable in tliosn circunistancos,
xnigbl not ho go useful bore. For tact lie woulil
have a bard man te follow.

The " Round Table.THE ROUTND TABLE mevement bas come out inT the open. Lionel Curtis, eue cf tlie "atier,,
speke recently. as such, in Hamilton an;;d lu

Toronto. His book, "The Problemn et a Corinon-
wea1th,"' la to ho issueti te the getieral public under
lhis name. Let us add: Il la ail important book andi
shli ho rend by aill'~thoughtful Canadians.-

T'he Round Table Ls llkely te- play an impn3rtaut
pa-rt lu Canada as weIt as lu other parts o! the Em-
pire la the near future. Ils history anti purpese
shii ho understqoo. Il wis startoti hy Englishmen
of the stamp o! Visrout Milne,. Lionel Curtis anti
1Phillp K~err, atter the formation efthIle UJnion e!
Seoý-tli Africa. These mon, of the intellectual l,ýmpire
hi . de!tr type, were apparently mtoved by the slory o!
110lip ritls-h iu Souith Afrira-in whose troubles, by
the way, Geea.v playveti a ranch larger part than
the public 1suspects-to cousider the irbole prohiepi
of orgiinlzing the British Empire. Tbey belleved in
the inevitability of war with Germa=ýny anti sought
te, do sometliing toward orgnzg the whole British

Empire. Being wise and experlenced men, tixey
chose quiet inethoda, avolding the danger of startin.g
a mere popular propagande, eeohe&wig anything tkiat
even faintly resembled dictatorial manners toward
coloniale, appeallng chiefly to the young and thouglit-
fui men. Thbey emphasized the fact that they laid
downi no pollcy, had no fixed'theory how the Empire
should bie organlzed, but instead plaeed what data
they could ln the bands of the me aimbers of the "seg-
mienta"-tbere are, or were, many segments or groupe
,le Toronto alone--and asked themn to discuse it,
critIcize whatever tentative suggestions came before
the segments, and offer couniter-suggestions. The
data-given the members of the segments was ln the
formn of his.torical memoranda on varlous phases of
Empire history or Imperial problems, such as the
government of the backward people, and s0 on. The
Round Table Quarterly was s.notber instrument for
spreading knowiedge o! cuirrent htstory ln the various
parts of the Empire.

Not a Secret Society, But--

THE ROUND TABLE has been accuseed of belngTa secret society. The implied criticisin was
unjust. The society did, bhowever, show quite

lnadvertently a distrust of common public opinion.
>With profound good sense It sought to reach the
young and idealistie men, trusting that seed, sowed
on that ground'would bear more fruit than seed scnt-
tered broadcast before the uncertain winde of coin-
mon public opinion.

This mucb sbould hie clearly understood, however.
The Round Table Movement, ln spite of its efforts
te give unbias.sed i nformation and encourage abso-
lutety free discussion, Is not without Its prejudices.,
Round Table men,, as a rule, may bie said .'to have
been in faveur of a cashb contribution to the Britisb
navry, andi they tend to-day, as Mr. Curtis' public
utterances indicated, to support "centralization" o!
the British Empire, i.e., the bandling of foreigu
affairs andi matters of offence anti defence by a
central authority ln London-presumably the Cabinet
of an Imperiai Parliament, to which Canada andi the
other colonies would elect representatives.

Inopportune DiscussionsD ESPITE THE GOOD QUALI TIES of the organi-
s_ ation, protest should be made agalnst the
public discussion o! scbemes of Imperial cen-

tralization until the war is over. ln Vbis connection,
Mr. Curtis is open te, censure., Many thougbtfui andi
loyal Canadians holti very strongly against the cen-
tralisation idea. Many who are 110w flghting ln the
rarks o! our Ex.peditioniary Force oppose centraliza-
tion bîtterly. Only too great a number at homne lu
Canada distrust centralization, but refrain from
oppos4ing it openily for fear their opposition migbt
ho is.construetid as anti-BrItisb and unpatriotic. We
join wlth these in condemning the raising of the
issuie at present. Mr. Curtis may urgýe t1iat the tiie
is opportune. For the popularizinz of his propagauda
it is indeeti opportune. But if we jutigp Mr. Curtis
anti bis, associates rigbtiy tbey desire th.e safety of
the, mpTiire before the popular acceptance o! this
doctrine. And that isprcey the end they- wlll net

aciv y advacating centralisation now Te
couinter-doctrine Io centralization is "nationalismn,"
netý Mxr- Bourassa's kmnti, not of the Sinn Feen vétrietyv,
ce-taiuly not anti-Britisla and not unmindful of the
niced for pr~r ing e happy relations of thep Eng-
îiý!h-speaking- couintries, anti improving that relation-
rhîýp for the lasting benefit of ail parties. But
"1r,ýiigalism," eitber as an alternative or, a correc-.
tiveý of centralization, canniot to-day be given a fair
liearing. Andi until if gets a fair hearing the que-s-
tion of organlzing the Empire cannot be settled,

The less sobgr- ativocates of centralizatieni will
choose the obvious retort that if uatlona]Lsm is
heneat andi net antl-Britlsh, it can declare ltself as
well now as- later. More, thougiful men~ wiIl admit
the delicacy of the subject and the nEet for cool
argument. So good an Imperialist as Lord Milnr
de-clared once t-liat a sound Empire coulti be expected
only' out of sounil nation s. Canada bas to-day barely
achleveti national eousclouspeqs. Wliat she has
acHeveti must be eonsolidateq before the common
Canadian-anti the strength of the Empire wIi de-
pe-nd ultimateWy on'-tbe devotlon of that coimupe
Canadian-can be asked to conlpreliend, for ex-
ample, an Imperial parliament.

Ueadju.qment tbere must lie, but centrali.zatlon
aeblieai'-d ln a rash. moment will wrek net only itself,
buit the Empire it would preserve. Sen~timnt drew
Canadeafrte this war lieart andi seul. Had ,1t bee
ordaineti by w$itte:n words that we sliould entr I--
th~e wflI woMl have been ninchl e graelous andi
happy. Let e-entIment, wlth the crrectio of ont-

standing, injustices, serve until we are eider, cooler
ant therefore botter able to jutige just what ia to be
the permanent basis o! our relatlonsbip.

Divorce Laws,în Canada

T H~E AN vMA oBAR ASSOCIATION, et ita
uneven bearing of the divcrce laws of the

country on the varions classes in the Dominion.
Bemng a somewhat co stly proceeding, a divorce is
practically out of the reach' of any buit well-to- )
C&nadians. The poor are thus encournged te endure
theïr domestie infelci-ties, if they have any, as best
they can. This condition Bhoulti bc removeti. If Vbhe
cost of divorce proceedings in Canada is intenàed to
act as a deterrent to rash litigants, lt is the wrong
sort o! deterre.nt. Generally speaking, demestie -un-
ehaî>piness means more te the poor than te thie rlhb,
because the poor have tewer distracticrs. Moreoi-e-,according 1o Anierican statistics, the poor, are net
the ones who get înto domnestic trouble most Pasily.
The facets are rather the other way.

He Knew the SoulW E ARE ALL ultimately farmer& Bccausc' i
majority of Canadians sit, on tbe gr,-nd-
stand six monîlis every ycar watchînýý the

professionai farmers extract their 'annuai incr.ement
of national wealtb from the soQ. and the weathier
makes -no difference to theý ract that in our pia
instincts wo arc ail agrarians---or ought te be. The'
trouble is that -when a lot of us get away frin the
land te the town we take gooti care -to dlean our
boots for gooti et the lasI relie of the soli and bcjin
to ,play heing gçnlman.,- , ''';

The late »C. C. James, who died suddeniy iu a
street-car near St. Catharines iast week, was a man,
who lu the guise ef a perfect gentlcman of culture
carrieti with huen always a conscience passlonatoly
devoitid to the interests of the soli. As Deputy Min-
ister ot Agriculture fer Ontario Mr. James reachoti
bis bigh-water mark of citîzenship in this country.
He was the most devoteti sel-vaunt o! efficiency year
lu anti year eut that the' Ontario fariner ever bati.
Under political Ministers o! whalever'temperament,
or lack of il, James, was the non-poilitical, unweary-
i.ng studeut of farm sciee aud economies. There
was no wbeat-aggregate teo vast and no microscopie
scalo-pest too small to get past that iynx-eyed, almost
poetically passionate devotee %vho sinokotI strong
cigars in bis office, bad the flnest collection et Tenny-
soniana in Canada, sud always kýept liii boots on thie
ultimate soli. Ail wo« farmers, poteutial andi other-
wiso, Tiill miss the work and the active brain o!
C. C. James, wbo lu frs way titi a ma'n's work to
keep fie moral andi practicai probloe of the farmer
lu the foretront of common oconemies andi national
couside ration.

Amnericans and WarWAR witli Moxicoo-any war lu w'hich Americans
w flgbt as Amoricans--wil dlo our excellent

friontis te the South a world o! goot. Il i3
a horrible proceas, but we wisb it on Uincie Sin as
wbole-heartedly andi with as friendly intentions as
a gooti frienti w.isbies a sobepring, pail et co1l water
on an inebriate broiber. There is loo mucb ferinis-i
lu the United St-atps; too inuch indlividualsm-
spelleti witb a caipital 'T'; too muicl wife-a.-i-chuld,
-,overiiment in ftie homtes. We don't bellevo lu >eople
ef one cou-ntry preaching at another, especially when
they hiappen Ie be ceuntries' so neighbourly anti witli
so muach lu coulmon as Canada andi the United. tStates.
But sînce the war bas brougbt onit of Canada a bigger
expreýssion of what, maltes natieubooti worth while
than we ever lied lu tîme of peace, we believe that
a chance te look a real war square lu the face wl-
do that country ne more harm, than il tiid us. Tee.
big a capital S lu Suicýcess la a bati tbing for any
people. Wbeu along with success thér4dis.a- ever-
plus o! sentiment the case is considerably worse.
The Unitedi States lias hecomne botb toe suceessful
anti tee sentimental. -

If these thiugs ludicateti a higlier respect for or a
bette.r appreclatien of women, chîltiren andi the home,
we shoulti refrain !rom lamentations. But tliey repre-
sent, unifortunately, ne surh tblng. They indicate
rather the tiecline o! the maie Instinct lu Amerloasue.
the fflttening ef masculine fibre sti that it more
nearly approximales Iliat off the opposite sex, boing
meveti by emotion rather than reason, swvaylid by
sentiment, not jutigment.

A&nd war, to people ln this conditioin will lie, as It
!ias l>een te others, a sÔbering and inspiring rinlienco,
i3vey sacrifice, however bitter te the Inividual, Is
a legaey of noblllty te the mass. ln the case of our
Americani cousins a crowu te thelg other vlrtues.


