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Machine Shops in Canadian Schools
Boys Learn Economy at the Lathes and Girls with the Needie.

IN one of the 'recbnical Institutes of Ontario ayear ago the teacher chose an original way of
getting good mechanical work out of his boys.
In his institute there were fifteen classes froruthe various scbools of the city. Ten of these hecalled into consultation on the best way of making

something really useful to somebody else; somethingthat a customer might appreciate. Each class chosea foreman, and the article to bie muade was decidedupon; drawings were ruade and wood bought; îndi-vidual parts were allotted to various boys. Theresult was a number of handsome Morris chairs tobe presented té the principals of the various schools.Twenty-three towns and cities in Ontario havetechnical school facilities either as separate Insti-tutes or departments of Public and High Schools.
Thousands of Canadian boys are learning how to.carve wood and work: in metals; thousands of girls

are learning the technique of household economy.The self-made man here.and there wants to knowwhy this is so. He remembers the time flot s0 longago when the Canadian boy was in preparation forbecomiug either a farmer or a gentleman-some
sort of professional man, whether in law, medicine
or tbeology. Iu bis boyhood days the tbree learnedprofessions graduated from the three R's learued atschool. The country boy who abandoned the farmfor the scbool almost invaria bly ,went school-teach-
ing tilI he got money enough to, take a course atcollege. His bigbest ambition was to be a doctor, alawyer or a High Scbool teacher.

Canada soon began to turn ont more professional
men than she needed and ïbegan exportiug bergraduates across the border. Heuce mucli of tbeexodus. The industrial idea bad flot yet got holdof the schools. To prepare boys for commercial or

industrial life was not considered as part .of tbecurriculum. The first break-away from this camein the business collezes whicb soon led to commer-
cial courses in High and Public Schools. Now thatCanadiaus have become an industrial people tbeschool authorities are wideninz the curriculum-to
teach mecbanics and domestic science.

Tbe self-muade man wbo learned his technique iiithe woods has an idea tbat tbis technical education
is a fad. When he was a boy he learned to behandy by doing tbings; and the farm was a goodplace to learn technique, for the number of thingsa boy had to learn to do in the fields and the woodsand the saw-mills of Canada was not set down inany curriculum. Any teacher who would havetaugbt how to file a saw, to barness a horse, or tofixa puimp would have lost his position at the next

meeting of the truistees.
N;ow tbere are scores of teachers in Ontario whospeud most or aIl of their time teaching bays tocarve wood and work metals, and girls to cook andto sew and to manage a home. 'Technical education

is extendiug its province with the expansion of the
country. Towus and cities which a few years ago
were merely market towns ai¶d places for merchants
and retired farmers to live in, are now industrial
centres with large populations devoted entirely tonmechanical pursuits. Stratford, for instance, bas auinduistrial population of nearly tbree thousand work-
ers; Peterborough has, as, many; Berlin bas morethau two thousand; and this is commnon ail overOntario, where a generation ago the boy who livedin a town was likely to be eitber a clerk or a pro-
fessional mnan.

Technical education bias been put on the schoolcurricuilumn in Guelph, Berlin, Stratford, Ottawa,Torornto, London, Hianilton, Cobourg, Kingston,B3rockville, Brantford. rngersoll, St. Thomnas, Wood-stock, Alvinston, Gaît, Essex, Cornwall, Owen Soundand Sauît Ste. Marie. The towns and cities wbichbave not adopted techuical education are now in aiiinority of population. Many thousands of dollarsare being spent i teacbing the boys and girls of:hese industrial commnunities the technique whicbhey neyer could bave learned at mnother's knee or)y following father. rt bas been discovered thathe average Canladian boy has an aptitude for tools:lut the boy who wbittles a toy windmjlî or mnakesIarnes;s for a dog is doing the kind of thing whichlifder expert direction hit may turn to good accounit


