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The female, in the meantime, land ae-
eouplsiedwonders, and when, that

*vening, lier huabanki sailed out on to
the cemter of te watcr anal callcd tu
ber, slie did not answcr. The lake was
stained blbod-réil by the \sunlset, and
the forest, on, every side was dark as
ebon y, wli the long "Who-hoo- o-"
that the loon uttered, as he sailed far
.out on the glassy sheet, expressed more
adequately than words could express
thte solitary loMeinesa of bis surround-*
ings. At iast, receiving no answer from
bis mate, he went tu look for ber, and
found ber where bu had seen bier last,
geated serenely upon ber nest among
the rusling. She forbade bim to ap-
proach as usual, but sbe did su in sueli
a mild, bhalf-iteartéd way tbat be enuld
hardly be expicted to take beed.

Whetber tbe maie lbon was surprised
at what ite saw in the nest 1, do xiot
know, but thereafter bis care of bis
vile and ber treasures was unfailing.
Them~ were two eggs of a greenisit
brown color, blotched and speckled with
red, and tbough-tbey were really rather
bilions looking eggs, to the boons tbey
were tbe dearest things in ail tbe widQ.worbd. Sometimes the maie sat on titem
himmeif, and 'whibe thus employed lie
would try>to improve tle nest by tuck-

mng ini loose ends, while the female made
the best of fier sitort-lived leisure net
yery far away.

.One daCy it itappened .that obd Ben's
cow strayed fu rther from thte hut titan
usual. Ben and the boy could itear the
tinkling of ber beI1 away up the lake
margin, and witen railking time arrived,
and site did not return, they decided
te set out and look for ber.

They found ber ini the grassy bay,
screened by the cape of cedar-standing
witit ier orelegs wide apart, wbile ber
bind legs dangled itelplessly in mid air.
Site bad tried to scramble over a wind-
fail, and had succeeded so far as ai-
ready described, but lier hind legs stub-
bornly refused to followY. Wedged firm-
iy amidship, by two atout branches, iii
was not until Ben and the boy bad eut
the tree in fwo that. sie regained lier
bot interest in if e, 'and proceeded to
drowse as though notbing had happened.

With the mild-eyed cow bringing Up
tbe rear, Ben and tite-boy turned their
eisureiy steps bomewards along the

bake margin, and thus they came upon
thte nest of tebclons. As titey ap-
proacbed tite fernale scrambied off lier
eggs into the rushes, and disappeared
miraculously.

"Seemed no' end sear't," observed
Bien, and the boy waded out into the
water and look\-d into the îîest. Neyer
in later life did he feel the same thrills
of discovery that be feit tiien. lie took
one of the eggs in bis bands and ex-
amined it lovinrly. 1He wantrd to keep
it for good, to" have it alwvays by lim,
so be said, "Bioodtiirstv varmuints them
Inons, aren't they, dad ?"

Old Bien shook bis iîead. "Don't know
as tbey are," be answercd. "Ian my opin-
ion tbey're the nicest bird ive run up
aginst in tbese parts." Tben Ben pro-
ceeded callousîy on his way, and tbe
boy as bound by honor to leave thte
egg% salone.

Later on ho was glad that h%-itad not
disturbed thee bons, for be spent many
an interesting baif hour watching tbem.
lio earnt a great deai about titem too.
lie learnt how carefully the femab-e hid
her eggs witit leaios ttnd rushes wben-
ever she left the nest. H1e lcarnt tbat
tiie two birds eacit bad tbcir separate
l'unlting grounds, and that one ittle
corner of the lake in particubar, fleur
to Ilie, test, the male reservcd carefully
for bis wife. 11e neyer flied thiere bini-
self, andi wben the smaller fowl tres-

pa lo pon it lie drove tIent uncere-
Illoniolisly away.

The feniale wouid sit for bours, ber
brighit 'eves looking around ber, and oc-
Caýsionally nmake a dab ut some acquatic
iliqvet that, settled neýar; but when thte
groat brown bau-k flew overhead she
Wotld freeze-remain motionless, tub lihe
passved by. But quite different w-as it
whlaflthe other brou-n baîk-the one
W itî theéi-ed feathers in bis tail-sailed

uivber. She did not seem to hed
Win, in the least, anti it "-as not tili
Y 11 after that the bov learnt hat

1-~ hn alreat-h knew--tbat while thei
taYhawk -,vas a fierce and terrible

1 bth,,. second was merelv a carnion
1e, ni onlv hanntedl the lake on the

iliance of pieking up a dead fisit.
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Just at about this time the maie
l0oa met. witb a blood curdling adven-
turc. One evilting lie liait dived under
the water, and was swiimmiing eigbt
feet or so below the 8urface booking for
fiei, vbea a iniali drab cobored crea-
ture darted across his ine of vision.
It was not a beaver or a muskrat-
far too'sinail for eiter of titese, but
iL wvas lively enougli, and just the riglit
size to swallow, witicit ias ail that
realiy mattered to tbe lbon.

He darted forward-farter titan any
f4si could dart-and in a trice bad
caugbt the curious creature in bis bill.
Tiien a dark sitadow flasited tbrough the
Nvater above bim. Down came tite
motte r mukrat-a sinister vision of
lisei-edged teeth and flaming eyes, for

iL was ber littie one tite lon bad
caugbt.1

Aniong thte beavoers and thte muskrats
and thte waterfowl there is an alliance
-stronger titan the alliances tlîat bind
nations togetiier, for in the wild, thte
laws do not change. Wbetler it ia tte
muskquash wito strikes thte watcr witlî
his tail, or thte beaver sentry or tbe
'vildlfowl that give tite ala-m, ail the
otiier kindred of the waterway. take
lîeed, for their focs are commun fots.
Titus, by a universal baw, they are
frienda to one anotiter, so no doubt the
Motiter muskquas t tiougitt titat lier
sc-called friend, tbe lbon, ivas guilty
of an unpardonable breacit of confi-
dence. At any rate, slite gave him no
time to explain. With deadly ani site
ahîgitted upon tlhe back of bis îîeck, ani
sank lier teetit deep in bis flesit. Thte
loua liberated the youag rat, and shot
upwards for the surface.

Witat thte boy saw was a, franticaliy
struggling iteap of fur and feathers,
titat darted this way and that, and
lasited the water la foam. Suddenly it
evobved itself into a musquaili and a
loon, swimming as titougit for dear life,
in opposite directions-thte lon asbing
tIc air witit bis littie wings, as thougli
lie really wanted to risc, but was in too
great a iturry to do so.

1TIce bird wai not greatly hurt, thoughi
thte beautiful white stripes of his sum-
mer collar were badby ruffled, and dur-
îng tite remainder of bis stay at Niglit-hawk, le neyer again ventured into titat
portion of thte lake iliit obd "cîtisel
teeth"' regarded as lier special domain.

A day or two after this drcadful oc-
currence thte younÏ lbons made titeir
appearance. Titey beft thte nest direct-
ly, and swam out on to thte water witb
titeir motler, witere tley. were resently
joined by thte maie lbon, wbu pdid nlot
seem at ail surprised at wlat hiad lisp-
pened.

The boy watched the' bons on titis
frst journey of tîcirs out into tlîe twi-
Jligît, lead-colored world that surround-
cd titeir home. H1e lay flat in a bIne-
berry lump near to the nest, .and to-
day te scout of crtislacd blueberries
nover fails to bring the witole vivid
seèene back before ]lis mindý The lake
was stili as glass, sare for the very
edge, witere tIc trout rose lazily ut thte
iyriads of mosquitoes dancing over tIc

surface. Far aitead of lima were thc
.sw"eping foi-est uplauds, toucited bore
.. ad there witi thte ligitter green of
bircit andi poplar, and broken in places
lv a pinc-cappod ridge or a desolate
rowv of taînarisks.

0, whist glorious things the young
boons were! A man inay considcr lis
oN4 n doîaghty, beipleas offspring to be
tite inot beautiful titing on eartit, but
in wliat standard of perfection ana it
compare iviti thte merry, active ittie
loons? Whyv, a% soon as tiîey were bmr
they knew iîc funalamental laws of lifir.
They knew tîtat Nvlaen te brown iaw-k
fiew overhead they nust stick close to
their nuotitor, and that tîtere was xio
nec(i to fear thc redl-tailed carrion est-
or. They w'ere not rcttll' verv beatatiftil
to look upon, excelit et a distance, for
thoy ivore covered ail over witit dull
hiack do\%-i: buit tiiey were iively andi
happy, and lifo n-as a great joy to tlin.

At this tinte thea motlyer on too~k ta)
inhabiting the east sie of the lako.
ivlere the. \Va.ter was not more thama
tivo foot delp for several arls fa'on
the -hort.

Soas sbe vnit e i50 Xaft'5 tui i.
explaîntd o](1 Bon. for he stood steî-aul
fa7t, ini tItifaitî.t tiat the, lake contailia-ed
la nd-loeked salinon, whiclî womld îaot. 1w
ahoya- snajuiîtg up a yotmng lonl, thoimgil
hei liai niirea.son for tiîinking <>
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