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An Interesting Peep.'at Natùre'si ______

"«Beauty Shop"
By G. M. Mackness.

I1N an Interesting littie study of birdlife, piiblished a year or two ago,
eu oe of ý ur most observant natural-

los s sid thatbirds deserve te rank as
the most refiuied class of living beings, if
oniy for thei.,attention they bestow on
their toilet.

"«Tiey are' the only creatures," lie
observes, "wliich bathe for cleanlines'
sake; beasta may lick therneelves, or
wa.low luxuriousiy for pleasure-in mud
as readily as in water-but deliberate
washing in water is purely a bird cus-
tom-"

Now, whie the toilet ia undoubtedly a
more elaborate affair with the birds tha
the. beaats, it ia hardiy fair te assume
tliat the liekinganad the wallowmngs of
our. four-foeted frieuds . are indulged in
for no otiier purpose than that of mere
enjoyment. The mud bath of the, .1,-
pliant is an excellent case in peint. It
serves a very practical purpese indeed,
and, la carried eut in s50 tiorougiily
sensible a f5shion that w. can hardly
dôùbt its-iniportsaice, from the. elephant'a
point of view, as a toilet acessory. The.
elephant, as .we knoW, bas one of the,
thiekest skins imaginable, *but i spite
of thia, in hua wild state he frequently

graceful creatures carry, fixed te their
front flippers, a sort of littie comb,
which ordinariiy they use for smoothing'
the fur on their faces. But in warm
wcather they use thia eomb-tipped
flipper as a fan, waving it te and fro
in the most natural mnanner possible.
Thousands of them have been seen at
once on a hot day in the "rookeries" ef
the Pribiov Isiands and eisewhere, al
iying on their sides and busily 'piying
these natural fans. Showmen have
taken advantag. of this habit te
erganize "seals' orchestras," and bave.
taught their seals te beat tambourines
and cymbas-a task les difficult than
it appears, if w, bear in mind that the
movements are practically those whicli
the creatures make when fannlng them-
selves on their native rocks.

Among the. commener animals the.
palm for careful grooming must be
awarded te tth. opossums. Tiiey are
wonderfufly' particular about their per-
sonal appearance, or penbaps it would
be more correct te say their Ïbodily com-
fort, sud are modela of animal
cleanlinesa. Indeed, their ablutions seem
te occupy most cf their waking heurs,
and the. attention -tiey bcstpw on thir

M.adWlark

suffers great aunoyance front a species
of tick, whose unweicome attentions at
iength become more than even his teugli
bide can endure. To rid himself of his
tormentors b. therefore takes a mnud
bath, and this is how h. does it.

Seeking soute haif-dnied pool, the. mud
cf which is still soft, the. elephant lies
down and relis about in it, wailowing
after the. manner cf a pig in similar
surroundings. Having plastered hirnacif
with mud, h. cornes eut, and taking up
hie position in the full glare cf the. sun,
stands motionless for heurs, until his
aliiry eovering becomes dry and bard.
Then, by audden muecular efforts, he
breaks up tus ceating cf mud, which
falis te tthe grouud in great flakes, carry-
ing with it ail the. parasites thtt were on
hie bedy, and which bad become im-
bedded in the. hardened earth. And so0
the sagacious creature moves off, freed
for a time from hie minute termentors.

Ordinarily, however, the. lephant
takes his bath at nigbt, and it is oniy
en an exceptionally hot day that he wil
bvthe, when the. sun is high. On such
oecasions he eitiier submerges hirnseif
eiitirely, or else stands in the. water and
spturts it tiirough his trunk ever hie bead
aiff shoulders, after which he retires te
tIl. foot of some shady tree, where, if
'tmiay 'believe wiiat travellers tell us,

Le ili sometimes industriously fan
hi-nself witii a branch in order te keep

u:the files.
This use of the. fan as a teilet aid
i:or nmay net be true in the case cf

t ltepiant; it ie certainly- in force

'bl, the fur-bearing seals of the nerth.Da eautiful provision of Nature these

bauds and feet la particular is really
quit. remarkable, for thiey wash them,
ou, an average, every two or three
minutes. througiiout the' day.

Lieus aud tigers wash thcmselvee juet
as a est does. «With the. tengue tiiey
firet moisten thoroughly the. soft, india-
rubber-like bail cf the, front paw, and
tiien pas it daintiiy over the. face aud
behind the, cars, lu this way the foot
serves both as a sponge aud a brush, the.
rough tengue acting as a comb for
smoothing the. rest cf the. body. Rats
and hares aise use their feet as sponges
and brushes: in faet, there is ne more
perfect natural brusii in the, worid than
the, iare's foot, and for tiiat reason it is
always employed by the, acter when mak-
ing-up for the. stage.

Doe are remarkably qulek and
clever i~ erforming their teilet. Most
of the, wok is doue witii the tengue, but
sporting doge after a iieavy day witii the
guns tiirough mud and rain, bave a
natty way of using a tiiick bush, or the
side cf a baystack, as a kind cf rougi
towei for prelirninary cieaning purpeses.
On reaching borne they loe.ne time in
completing their teilet, and every sports.
mnu knows thnt mud or dirt on a dog's
cent on thie morning feiiowing a day's
shoot is a pretty sure sign that the
animai bas been over-tired the day
before: nothing but excessive fatigue
would account for such slovenly scamp-
ing of bis toilet. Indeed, se pronounced
is the instinct cf cleanlinese in every
kind of sperting dog that sorne cf them
wili even strike work before the. shooting
is over in order te give themeelves a
goed "dlean-up" befere tiiêy becorne
utterly exbausted.
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The Mason & Risoh Piano baî eatabiehed itzellfauasufflin-
strument of exceptienal worth. In-bufit quality explains
its lea'dershi.p. It is a n instrument for those who want
not just an average piano, but a piano far above the &ver-
age, yet at a reasonabie tiret cst, and with that real
economy which makes it easy to own.

It cornes te you f romn Factory te Heonie, saving al
middiemen's profit, and thus it reacts upon your pocket-
book as weil as "pon your joy in the. possession of "The
Best Piano Buit."
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