
1801, to £750, and finally in 1816, to £903, besides £100 for. circuit expenses.
But ihe Trade of Canada has since the year 1763, increased twenty fold, and
that above 700 vessels arrive annually from Sea at the Port of Quebee-no aug-
mentation of Salary has been granted to the Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court,
soie of the Governors seem to have thouight that the Fees allowed to the Judge,
which have never exceeded £20D yearly, (g eut part of the suits in that Court
beingpaiuper cases, in which theJudge has no Fees,) were a sufficient renunera-
tion for his responsibility, and the important and increasing dsties of his office;
and others, thatthis Tribunal being a Lr'tish Maritime Court, they did not think
themselves at liberty to interfere in any thing thait ielat d to it. A single Judge,
derivinggreat part of his appointment fi n Fees of office, armed with ithe powers
of attaclinîg ships for smal debts, and of inflicting pe.nailtîs and forfeitures to
a large amount, without the iterposition of a jury, Your Excel ency may well
suppose coild not thil to become the object of Colonial jealousy and distrust
Being placed, also, in respect to inc. me and rank, gPatly infer ior ta the com-
mon Law Colonial Judges, and in this country where every British Institution
is regarded writi suspicion, it cannot but be presumed that the exercise of the
Judge's authority wo.Jd b! suibmitted ta witihout mnucli opposi:ion and cóm-
plaint. In order ta n>itigate this feeling towards the Court of Vice Admiralty,
I submit ta Your Excellency, tlre are two courses ta be followed:-1st, That
of abolishing the Court of Vice Admiralty and transporting its jurisdiction to
the Court of King's Bench at Quebec; and secondly, that of placing the Judges
on the same footing in respect. to rank and emowument, with a Judge ot the
Court of King's Bench. In respect to the .frst, I should feel very great reluc-
tance in recommending a course by which ail prosecutions for penaiies and for.
feitures under the Trade and Navigiation Lnws, would be tried before a Cana-
dian jury, and questions in relation to salvages, collision, &c., be brought before
a Tribunal, lwhich from its constitution and practice, is not calculated to give
relief. Besides, the poor Seamen, for vhose benefit the Court was instituted,
could in most instances have no renedy for their wronlgs, 'inasnuch as during
the greatest rart of the summer and autusmn months no Court is open to give
them redress but that of the Vice Admiralty. With regard ta the second, ta ren-
der the Court of Vice Admiralty commodious, and more efficient and respecta-
ble, I vould iumblv submit, that-the Juîdge should be i.laced on the'sane foot-
ing in respect to raîîk and salary, with a Piisné Judge of the Court. of Kings
Bench. The abolition entirely of the Judge's Fees, would thus remove ail cause
of complaint on tlhaat head, and the public would no longer be misled into a be-
lief, that the Court is inferior in rank and authority, to the Common Law Courts
of the Colony. I would also think it advisable. that, inlien of Fees, in ail suits;
for .eamens wafges alune, there should be paid to the Regibtrar a Salary of £150
per annumn.

Looking as I have dcne for some time past, towards a retirement from pub-
lic cfiice. alter thirty two years passed in His Majesty's service, I trust I shall
not be thotu.2ht to have any biais towards my own interest in ihe opinion which
I have had ilie honor to subnit, in obedience ta Your Excellencv's desire ; and
on the subject of reticinent, I pray Your Excellency to excuse m'y laying before
you the fllowing facts:- In the year 1797, I was appointed ta tlie office of
Judge of the Court of Vice Admiralty, by the late Lord Melville, then Mr.
Dundas, for important public service, and I then relinquished my prospects at
the English Bar,.in the expectation that the Prize Commission attached ta the
office, would have been continued unfil the close of the late War; but it being
de2med proper to establish a Court of Prize at Halifax. with nore extensive
powers then formerly, rny Prize Commission vas revokèd in 1801, by which I
sustained a loss of several thousand pounds. In 1807, I was apponted a Judge
of the Court of King's Bench at Quebec; in 1812, I vas called to the Execu.

tive


