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ing and Cabbage. and fome few Carrots: That the
Beans are generally blighted; but the Turnips, Peas
and Cabbage, are in great Plenty ana Perfect.on, but
they have freh Sced fent over every Year: That the
Land is cu'tivated for about 2 Mile round Albany Fort, |
being dug with Spades upon the breaking of tac Froft,
which generaliy happens, about the 2cth or 2,th of
April. )
And being afked the Queftion, he faid, That if he
had a Grant of One hundred Acres of Land, and
Liberty to trade, he would feutle there with all his
Hearr.

That the French intercept the Trade; to prevent
which the Company forne ume ago built Henly Houle,
which did in fome meafure anfwer the Purpole; but if
y they would build further in the Country, it would havea
' beteer effet. .

That the French went there firlt, and are better be-
loved; but if we would go up into the Country, the
French Indians would trade with us.

Thores Barnett, Smith, fays, He went over to
Albany in the Year 1741, when he faw fome Ore there,
which, as he was informed, was brought from the
Eafp Main: That this Ore being in Quantity about
halt a Pound, was brought to him by .the Governor
Mr. Ifbefier, and the N:after of a Sloop, in order to
be tried : That it was once melted, and upon trying it
with a Hammer it was hard; but upon melting it
again, it appeared like common Lead: Upon which
the Governor addrefling himfelf to the Mafter of the
Sloop, faid, If there is enough of this, it will make
brave Balwaft for Ships ; but that the Witnefs did not hear
the Matier's Anlwer: That he fuppofes Crucibles were
fent from England, at the Governor’s Requeft, to make
the aforefaid Lxperiment.
 And bring afked, If he knew any Perfon who was
abnard the Veffel that brought over the faid Ore? he
faid, He knew one Archibald Slater, who he was informed
was aboard that Sloop, and whom he believed to be now
in England. ' '

Mr. lexander Browne, who has been Six Yearsin
the Company’s Service at Hudfon's Bay as Surgeon,
informed your Committee, that he has feen both Cop-
per and Copper Ore at Prince of /ales's Fort in
Churchill River, which the Northern Indians informed
the Witnefs they  brought from an Ifthmus of Land,
which lics by a Lake at the fartheft Extent of their
Country : That 'tis hard to afcertain the Diftance from
the Accounts of the Indians, but thas ’tis judged ro be
about Tiirce or Four hundred Miles: that he never
heard the Indians fay whether there was a Paffage to this
Place from the Bay by Water, but they informed him
their River ran by it.

. That they bring down the Copper for Ornaments;

and that they brought down the Ore at the Requeft of
Governor Norton : But that the Witne(s does not know
whether any of it was fent to England, or whether any
Trial was made of it there: That he has feen about Four
or Five Pounds of it, both before it was fmelted, and
after; and he takes it to be a rich Ore, but does not
underftand Metals. That he has heard of Lead Ore at
Hudfon's Bay, but never faw any. :

That he never faw the Indians fmelcit; but they
informed him, that the Earth was waihed from the
‘Ore by Showers, and that they fmele it on a Fire till
it runs, and then beat it, it being very malleable s
"That he never heard of a Copper Mine on the large
‘Arm of the Sea, butthe Ore is brought down by Canoes
to the open Sea; and that the Rivulet which wafhes
the faid Copper is not known to have any Communica-
tion with Hudfon's Bay, the Mine being about Fifteen
Miles” from" the open Sea, by the Accounts of the

lodians, .
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"That they might bring the Ore in their Canoes o
Churchid River; but the Witnefs can't fay whether the,
Company’s Sloops coud go within Fifteen or Sixteen.
Mies of the Mine, fince there are frequent Shoals in
thofe Seas: But Canoes muay come down to meet the
Veflels; for the Ice makes the Water fo finooth, that a
Canoe can Live Thiriy Leagues trom Shore.  “That he
apprehends the Indian: come alittle to the Northward of
Wbhale Cove, which bears a Point or two to the Weft of
the North from Churchid.

That if the Indians were encouraged, thev would
bring great Quanitics of Ore, as well as fmelted Cop-
per, 1o #¥baie Cove 5 and thata Pound and a Half of Ore
would, in the Opinion of the Witnefs, y.roduce a Pound
of pure Metal. That if Perfons were fent up to the
Mine, they might {melt the Ore there; but they would
libour under a Difficuity for Want of Fucl, the Country.
producing no Wuod ; and what the Indians fin:lt, they
do in fmal: Quantities with Mufs.

That the Country about the Mine is ofly inhabited
in the Fithing Sc.fon; and that he apprehends ic pro--
duces Furs: And that he never heard the Company
offer to trade with the Indians for Copper: That the
Rivulet which runs by the Mine runs into the Sea;
and that he apprehends there is a Communication be-
twixt this Sca and #oale Crve: That he has heard the
late Mr. Norton (who was the firft that brought the
Northern Indians to trade, being ient among them for
that Purpofc by the then Governor) fay, that he had
been at this Mine, and that a confiderable Quantity
of Copper might be biought down: That the Indians
will carry their Cunoes, as the Witnels believes, about
Four or Five Miles over Land, but they often leave
their Canoes and ‘go within Land : That on Mr. Mr-
tan’s being fent to the Northern Indians, a fmall Trade
was carried on, which has been improved of late Years,
but nothing to what it might be by giving the En-
couragement of a greater Price : But Mr. Nortan never
told the Witnefs why the Copper Trade was not carried
on. :

That the Company buy all the Goods that are broughr,
the Indians having no other Market; but that if t\ncy
allowed them a beuer Price, they would certainly bring
down more, :

That feveral of the Indians come down yearly, but
others will not till Neceffity drives them; but the Nor-
thern Indians are more induftrious than the others, and
would come down as often as the Seafon would per-
mit: That they live chicfly on Fith, and carry their
Goods gencrally upon their Shoulders: 't hat the Com-
pany trade to Whale Cove every Year with a Sloop, but
fometimes find no Indians there: And that the Witnefs
never heard of thofe Indians trading with any other than
Britith Subjeéts. '

Being afked, What other Minerals he had feen there,
he faid, he had feen large Quantitics of Red Earth,
which is got ahout Thirty-fix Miles to the South-
ward of Cburchill River: That he had tried fome of it
in a Crucible, and found it to contain a heavy me-
tallic Subftance, like Cinnabar, and a Fluid like
Quickfilver: That this Trial was only to fatisfy his
Curiofity, having received no Orders to make it ; but
the Governor was prefenc at the Experiment: And upon
the WitnefS reprefenting his Surprize to him, that the
Company did not endeavour to improve thefe Difcove-
ries, the Governor anfwered, that he was likewife fur-

-prized that they did not.

That he apprehends, that by opening the Trade
more Ore, as well as Furs, would be brought, the
French intercepting the Southern Indians, and by that
means obtaining the valuabie Furs: And that he has
been informed by the Indians; that the French Canadefe
Indians come within Sixfcore Miles of the Englith Fac-

tories: That he never heard any Indians fprak’ French,.
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