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criticised ; but as te the living, silence is golden. Certainly revotutions iii

China have been numerous, and the people have more thanl once slîown very
strongly tbe desire te expel foreign dynasties. But the LXovernmient bas
always been despotic, and a change cf dynasty is enly a change of niasters.
'lhirty-tive years have passed since the Taiping Rebellion commonced in
China. They bave inostiy beon years of woakness and disorder. A new
period cf prosperity lias, however, îîow begun its course, and the cessation
cf tbe Chinese Einperor's inincrity just at this timei witl have caused nîany
eyes te be directed te that counîtry, whîich bas se lately euîtered into diplo-
matic relations in a regular manuier witb ail the great Powors cf the West.
The rebelliàns which. have weakeried it are at an ed, and China is now a
great Asiatic force. On February the 7th, 1887, at nine o'clock in tbe
mcrning, the young monarcb cf that country, just fifteeni years and a baif
old, was present at a hpecial ceremony in the great hli cf audienîce, where
ho received the hoinage of about four lîundred princes, nobility, and oficers
cf State, on the occasion cf his personaiiy undertaking for the first time the
responsibility cf government. The Empress-Regent tast summer tixed thîis
early time for the Emperor's attaiîîing bis unajority, under th(e impression
that hie had shown great diligence and mnade rapid progress iii bis studies,
and thuat the termination cf the difilcutties witlî France atibrded a suitahie
oppcrtunity for ber te resign te luiuî the reins cf power. Uer decision
caused great trepidation te thîe Miuiisters, and a compromise was proposed
and adopted, in coîîsequence cf which the Emperor lias assunîrd personal
authority, but the Ellîpress assists stiti ini tue governmient as the Emnperor's
chief adviser. At the cerenîouîy in question tbe Marquis Tsong, who bas
become so well known and esteeuned iii Europe fr bis ahility and diplo-
matic success, was placed higlu anîeng the near and favoured cnes. 'Po
render the niew Einperor's title vatid in ail respects;, ail was donc thuat
could be donc at the tirne hoe was selected, when ail the meinbers cf
council sigr.ed a document by wlîich tliey sigeitied their recognition cf
him. China bas net the iaw cf hereditary righit te settle the succession,
the Governifleuit is despotic, and tlîe Emperor can chîoose lis own succes-
sor,,but on, tho whoto it is the eldest son who usuially succeeds lus fatiier.
Tho late Empeor was toc ili te makre a will, but one was prepared foi'
hini te wbicb. bis consent was obtained, and the Eînpress Dowager natiied
Tsaîtieni, son cf the Seventb Prince, ber youngei sister's first-born. 11e was
taken at once te the Imperial apartunents wlîere two dowager Empresses
were in waitiiug te receive bitei. Tbere loelias been ever since, occupying

that portion cf the palace in wbîch seven Emperors before him have résideut
since the beginning cf the dynasty.

Se much for the reigning Etuperor. As te the, Governmnent, it is dei-

potic, and is maintained by a system cf exanuinations for the purpose cf
selecting persons who are " virtucus anti prudent «'te fi the cifice., of
importance te thie country, in whîich Manchoos are frequently cmploye-d,
but usually Chinese. Tbe pronmotion cf education is a secondary amni, the

suppiy cf competent otlicials being the prinîary initention. Tbis works
weli for enlisting tbe people on the side cf the existing Imperial régime,

and their sympathies are everywhere with the Governument. Tiiose wbo
do net obtain office witlî its emotuinents obtain some amounit cf honour

and influence througlî tlîe iiterary degree thîey have secured, or soine
officiai titie bestowed upon thern as a reward for soirvices rendered. The

Ozoveriiieflt lias tities net onty for the able and sclîolariy, but for ail
miiitary accompisbments-for the ricb aîîd successfui in every brancb cf

hife. Those wbo can shoot well at a target, are miade bachelors, miasters,
and doctors, just as those who can write a good essay or improvise a poem.

The natural patrictism cf the pople is directed therefore towards the
exiBting Government, because ail are looking te it for tbemseives or for

their relatives, witb thie ardent expectation that at the next scattering cf
honours and promotions some wiil fail te their share.

Witb regard te the Chinese Empire territorially, the boundary tino

acrcss whicb th£ sons cf Rani look at Russia is cf immense length, in ail

more than 4,000 Eiiglisb miles. It consists chiefly cf rivers for 2,000 miles,

auid for the remaining 2,000 cf mounitain chains. TIme river boundary is

easily fixed and is as easiiy violated, Russia is more likeiy te cross the

water than the mountain lino, but ail along botb China is busy strengthening
her position ; for this purpose about 5,000 mon drilled in foreign fashion

are unaintained in the thîree eastern provinces. In the Manchurian Pro.
vinces a change cf administration is being effected. The Chinese emigrant

farmer wcrkers have increased se inuch that the normal civil system cf

China proper, cf which a tax on agriculture is the basis, is in course cf

rapid establisbment thiere, and eacb military governior us now required te

diseharge the duties cf the corresponding civil office.
Lt is easy te foresee that the old military 6ystem cf Mancburia and Mon-

golia will be greatly modified, and almost replaced, by one wbose main fea-

tures are the use cf fcreign drill and European cannon, and a regular

expenditure for frontier defence from the receipts cf the f oreign customs.

In Chinese, Turkestan similar changes have taken place. Surrcunded on

three sides by mountailis, this regien is protected naturally from foreign

invasion, and the task cf its defence is casier, wbiie its agricultural qualities

are vsstly superior, the grass land cf Mengolia being in many places exchanged

for fertile gardons and corntields. A great impulse te emigration from North

China te, these regiOns and those nortb and north-east cf the Great Wall was

givon by the famine cf 1876 and by the rebellions cf the hast thirty yoars.

The flcods cf the Yelew River have aise driven multitudes te, such a pence-

f ui home in the rich valieys cf the ncrth, and the work cf colonîsiuig these

extensive fertile tracts cf land must go on increasing se long as peace slîalî1

continue. Naturaily the pclicy cf China is definitely expansive in this

respect. The (loveruiment festers emigration, auîd loes ne tirne ini appoint-

iuug governors te ne'v cihies und colonies. Lot us turn now te Corea and

,japan, Corea was incorporated inte the Emp>ire in the second century
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before Christ and again in the seventh century. Its inhabitants speak a
tanguage, haif of which is their own and haif Chinese. The samne is true
of the Japanese. Botb nations long ago adopteti the Chinese educationat
systein. Corea is legalty subordinate to China; bier king i a vass3al of the
Manchoo dynasty, and be and his queen receive their investiture from
China. Geographically, Corea ought to beiong to China, if China were
able to*keep it, but she liai enougrh to do taking care of her own coast lino.
As to the internai economy of Corea, it is flot China that can do bier much
good ; she had botter ho a noutral State, and facilities oughit to be afforded
to Europeans to work hier coal, copper, and iron deposits, whichi are vory
abundant, with western capital and appliances. Corea could thon be
brought into a flourishing condition.- The great coal deposits of North
China are continued through the Corea into Japan, and this fact alonie in-
sures the commercial prosperity of the former.

The emigration from Japan to the Corea i stpadity incroeasing, wbile
very few Chineso go there, aud it may be corîcinded froui present signs that
the trade of Japan withi Corea will steadily augment, while tlîe- pregresS
of maritime tracte betwoen China and Corea will be slow. China i niow
at peace with Japan, after seine miontbs of troubl.'sorne nevotiation arising
out of a quarrel which occurred last year between somne Japareso aiid a
party from a Chinese ship of war. These two Powers were glat to have
matters amicabiy arrangyed, and it is only in Corea that they arc liklcey to
come into collision.

China's position in regard to the Western Powers since 1842 is an
entirely new departure in lier bistory. Fier -Ministers sit with the diplo-
matîsts of Europe in the samne comicil chamrbers as eqoals with eqoaLls-
This change mnust have a vast inifluence upon ber in cotuinig tittnes. 8he is
too strong nlot to ho respected, and she bas treaties with ail the Powers
wbose ships corne te bier shores. iowardsi France if she býari ariy milice
she has discreetly concealed it, and French res4ideuits in Cina were duriîîg
the sluorc war of 1885 iii ne wav disturbed. The sale by the Pýpie of the
Pekcing Cathedrai tu the Chiniese G verrî'îî,3nt, wuth the coius-ut of France,
lias greatly pleased the court; and the Frenclu clergy in Pelzing are in pos-
.session of high honours conferred rnost cheerfutly by the Clîinese.

The feelinîg of China towards England bias visibly improved. After
ail the miscbief done by opiumî te China, ber statesmen have none
the iess been quick te perceive tiiît friendiy relations with Engiand
sbould be cultivated. Uer consent te a high duty on opium after
a long hesitation was very pleasing te tue G-dvernment, and tlîe
position cf England in the trade with China i a security for the
continuance of friendly relations between the two countries ;it amount-
ing in tbe year 1885 te £26,000,000. '[ho movement cf China at the
present time is a slow assimilation te the European type. She lias always
studied poiitics, and she bas liad political writers fromu the time of Confu-
cius, fier higb ethicai school is opposed te f roc trade, and in faveur cf ex-
clusivenesa and isolation. The systomn of Confucius tends in this direction,
but she is now retreating from it, and is adopting the langoage auid attitude
of a Western Power. E. S.

SEAMILW.ý OF SPAINJ.

TÂKE, te your cars,
Seamien cf Spain

Bring me my lover
Acress the main!1

Captive he's lying
Amongst tue Moors;

Seamen cf Spain,
Take te your cars!

As round ycnr galley
The billows roll,

Wiid thougbts are swelling
Within my seul;

Hoist up the sail,
Fresb i the breeze

Bring me my lover
Across the seas!1

Tho' ccld ho tue water,
And chili wiuids blow,

My love's fire burnetb
Wbile faîls the sncw

Cleave tbrcugb the billcws
Fty with thue breeze

Bring une iny lever
Across the soas!

Dark rocks ai-e frowning,
The risk is great

Te thread the pass
0f the narucw titrait

(led will assitit ye,
Go witb the breezo

Bring mie uny lover
Acrosti the seas 1

The wînter is over,
No timie te wait;

On thîrougb the patss
0f the narrcw strait

God biess the gaiiey,
And bless the breeze,

That brings my lover
Across the seas 1

-. 1. 6~. Gibson (Trangla tion).

.A JEWlSH HUMOURIST.

THouGH humeur is hardiy a prominent quality cf thue Jewg, and many are
possibly cf Carlyle's opinion, thiat they have ne real serîse cf th#- humiorous,
theré is a good deal more drollery in the sayings and doings cf those reared
in the Synîagogue tban outsiders genera]ly suppose. Be that, however, el
it may, the Jewîsh race can dlaim te, have preduced in the perseul cf
Moritz Gottlieb Saphir, an Austu-ian journalist but littie knowuî in thio
country, the foremost wit and humouritit cf the Gena-paigpeploP
As ready in retort as Jerrold, as brilliant a conversatiouîaiist and racoutemr
as Sheridan, hoe was as graceful and effýctivp, a puister as the immnort8l
Tom Hood. The right cf bis co-religionîist, Rleine, te rank among hîumour'
istp is often questiouued in Germauî literary coteries ; but Saphir's Pr"


