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THE MARITIME PRESEBYTEILAN,

not belong to the church of England,
and «ll the influence of the House of
Assembly was powerless to secure them
such & priviloge.

The three roturned to their native
Provinces that summer (1825), and were
soon after called and settled, Mr. Me-
Lean at Richibucto, N. B, Mr. Murdoch
at Windsor, and Mr. Patterson at Bed-
eque, P. E. 1. The call of the latteris
dated the 4th Nov. and he was ordained
on the22nd March 1826, These three may
be considered the first fruits of the na-
tive Presbyterian ministry in these Prov-
inces, and how abundant and rich has
been the harvest since. The Jewish
tirat fruits were regarded as the choicest
and best , and if we:may not in this case
make a comparison: of this kind, we may
say that they were all superior men, a-
like in spirit, but yet each having his
peculiar excellence. Mr. McLean was
the orator among them. His ardent im-

ctuous nature found expression in an
impassioned nddressin the pulpit and in-
coasant labours cutside, which gave hima
tirst rank as o preacher and missionary in
theseProvinces. And Murdoch—whothat
knew him dees not cherishamong hismost

leasing mewmories, the remembrance of
Eim as the soul of all that was brave
and honest and true. Pattorson again
was the most accurate scholar and the
best student, while his gentle disposition
and womanly tenderness drew all hearts.

They may be said to have settled at
that time the question of training a
native ministry in these Provinces.
Those who had gone into the measure
with doubt and fear now had their con-
fidonce estakblished. To many of the
common people, among whom the idea
was common that only in Scotland
could ministers be produced, their suc-
ceas caused wonder and rejoicing. The
ardent promoters of the scheme now had
the most sanguine hopes of the future,
but alas their very success only inflamed
opposition to the Institution, and the
fact that it was furnishing ministers to
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia
was made by sectarian rancor the ground
of accusation against it.

CHANGES.

In noting the dat~ of his ordination we
can scarcely help thinking of the changes
since that time, and the contras} presen-
tod by the state of things at the close of
his ministry. At that time George the
IV was on the throne of England, and
Victoria was a girl in her 7th year and
Gladstone was a boy of fifteen toiling at
his school boy task. iIn England the

* Catholics were not emansipated from lo-

gal disabilities while the worst of those
upon Proteatant Dissenters had only just
been romoved, and it was still conside
ored almort revolutionary to advocate
Reform in the British parliament. Steann
navigation véas in_its infaoky, there;
being one steamboat in these Lowen-
Provinces, while ocean stear navigation.
was 8o far inthe distance thot years la-
ter a man of scienco undertvok to prove-
that it was practically impsasible. There
was not a mile of railroad ‘@.the world,.
and the locomotive ongine: was still to-
come. As to Electric Teleyaphs or Tel-
ephones, they could scarcel’x have been
imagined.

As to his awn fleld, a writer in the-
Summerside Pioneer says, ‘*“When he
settled in Bedeque there wuwnot a wag-
gon in the parish, nor a mile of road
suitable for ane to run on. There was
no post-office nearer than Charlottetown,
(about forty miles distant). The country
round was an almost unbrolien forest,
with here and therea few acresof cleared
land—if stump covered acrescan be said
to he clear. There was no regular com-
munication with the maim land. Be
lived to see the forest swepk away, and
the howling wilderness in Prince Edward:
Island become the'most demsely peopledi
rural section of the Dominien. He lived!
to witness and enjoy the trinmphs of
steam communications by sew and land.
He lived to hear of the triwmph of Brit-
ish arms in the land of the Fharaohs, or
the very day on which that triumph had
been achieved. When George IT1. died
in England, it was nearly siz weeks be-
fore the event was known in Prince Ed-
ward Island; but when Wolseley con-
quered the Egyptian rebels, we vead of
his exploits in, P. E. Island before the
blood of the slain was dry en the Egyp-
tian sands.”

(To be concluded in our next.)

RETIREMENT OF KEEV. II
STEWART.

The Rev. M. Stewart a few months
ago resigned the pastoral charge of the
congregation of ~Whycocomah On Sab-
bath, 2nd Oct., he preached his farewell
sermen to a crowded aundience of at least
a thousand people.

The following Monday a prayer meet-
ing was held in the church at which he
again presided, the ccngresation being
aﬁapresent. Four men, elders, elected
some few days previously, were ordained.
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