THE IMPLEMENT TRADE

TRADE MOVEMENT.

The trade in drills and such spring
lines s now practically over. ‘Tho sea-
son hue been & very backward ono
for the farmer, but they are now into
their spring work. Clty jobbers report
a fafr trade In spring requirentents, A
great deal of delay was experienced
in securing stocks earlier in the scason,
bat thig difficulty Is now pretty weli
over. Reports re vehicles are very
ravorable as to tlie amount of business
domng thig season.

TIIL ADVANCE IN WAGONS.

(Chlcage Farm Implement News
siys . Reports from several dlstri-
vutirg centers Indicate that <he
tureatened advance in tha price of
farm wagons has materialized. Gen-
cra. agents and branch house man.
agers nhave teen instructed to rafse
prices about $3 to $5 per Job accord-
g to style and construction. Some
of the jobbers, we understand, have
alvo instructed their men to obtain
higher prices. Following Is a copy
aof a trude circular sent out by one
of the leading wagon manufacturers:

“To Our Trade: In consequence of
the heavy rise in the price of all
classes of wood stock, and of iron.
rivets, nails, screws, bolts, and every
other material used in the manufac-
ture of farm wagons, and in view of
the already very small margin of pro-
fit on our , we are obliged to
look to the Gealer and consumer to
teur a portlon of such additional cost
of manufacture, and make accord-
ingiv this sanouncement of an ad-
vancee 1In our prices, taking eifect frum
date  Thanking you for your pass
patronage and sollclting vour further
valued orders, which will have our
carefus and prompt attentivn.”

TWINE TO ADVANCE.

1t Is1cported on good authority that
the eastern manufacturers have over-
<ol themselves on the amount of twine
manufactured, and are now running of
their spindles on rope stoclk for twine
purposes. Prices have been advancing
for the past month, and from all indi-
cations, the highest figure has uot bicen
reached yet. A prompt cessation of
hostilities In the Philippines would
Nave no tendency to lower prices, s it
takes some wecks, In fact, months, to
et hemp from Manila to the factor-
jes, and therc is no immediate pros-
peet of such good fortune. It is csti-
mated that all the hemp that can be
used in the season's harvest is afloat,
and f1em now on it Lecomcs uapparent
that prices will continue to cilmb—no
o offering to quote an advance fig-
ure.~Machinery and Hardware Re-
view. t

TAE TWINE MARKET.

Farm Implements News, of Chicago,
rays: The market ls dull and qulet.
Prices aro firm, but little business is
belng transacted and inquirles are
not frequent. So largo a proportion
of the season’s supply having already
been contracted, the present apathetic
condhtton 19 not at o surprising.
There aro n few dealers who have
not as yet given ordors for any quan-
tity of twine, a9 is ovldenced by oc-
eastenal letters recelved Ly the man-
nfacturers and jobbers. Someoe of these
lettery came fromn the fav northwest
where n repetition of last ycar’s mar-
ket at harvest time I3 feared, and
otheen frum  territory where the
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weather, throughout the winter, was
menacing to wheat.

Reports from dealers in  several
states Indicate extensive damage to
winter wheat In some localitles, but
In averaging up the situation, includ-
ing an estimate on oats, the generul
opinion seems to be that the coun-
sumption of twine will bo cqual to
that of last year. The lateness of the
season however, will * undoubtedly
cause o falling off in the acreage of
oats. for many wheat flelds that are
Leing plowed up will be put to corn
rather than oats. As a partial off-
set the acreage of spring wheat will
undoubtedly Le greater.

The clement of uucertainty appears
to be more pronounced than it wag
a few weeks ago. Then it seemed
certain that further advances in the
price of twine must soon occur, but
the condition: of crops, the lateness
of the scason and the slightly easier
fiber market have raised i question
as te the future. s stated last week
the leading councerns still reiterate
thelr determination to, at least, main-
tain present prices throughout the
season, without regard to the price
of hemp. If it is true that 90 per
cent of the twine has been sold, as
nearly all agree, it must be true also
that a large percentage of the re-
quirel fiber has been purchased, :nd
that on the basis of cost a steady
price for twine would not bo irregu-
lar. cven though hemp declined. Yet
tf fiber should weaken there would
be nothing to prevent certain manu-
facturers from quoting, lower prices
on twine. ag they did in the early
part of the winter. Every day, how-
ever, decreases the danger on this
gscore, and as long as the price of
hemp remains fairly steadzy, that of
twine will not dechine. The fact that
so much twine has been sold is con-
sidered by many to be a tar to de-
clining prices. at least until harvest
is completed in the middle xwest.

Present prices f.0.b., Chicago:
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IMPLEMENT TRADE NOTES.

Another motor wagon and vehicle
company has fust been organized in
New York with a capital stock of
£10,000,000.

During February Umtad States man-
ulacturcrs exported to Canaua $29.032
worth of carriages, etc., as against
£5,21€ 1n the same month of 189<,

The Stock Tountain Company, of
Lake City, Iowa, has a new invention
m the une o! stock waterers on th:
mmarket this spring.  Oser 20,000 of
these devices have becn sold this year
already.

At 2 meeting held in Chicago on
April 11th, wind-mill men declded to
advance the prices for windmills ana
towers to cover the heavy advances
which have been made in their raw
material. ! L :

The state prison binder twine fac.
tory in Aliunesota appoars  to be the
cause of considerable friction. During
the past scason not less than fifteen
bills had been introduced m the legis-
Iature, affecting the sale or inanufact-
ure of prison binding twine.

Another trust to include the large
farm machinery factoriesin the Unit-
ol States, Is in proocess of formatlon.
The capital-is to be $50,000,000, of
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which $15,000,000 has already been
subscribed. v hee

A meeting of Winulpeg bicycle deal-
ers was held recently. The question of
taking old wheels in trade, and other
matters, was dlscussed in an informal
way, but no concerted action was
decidedt upon.

It Is sald thut of the 5,700,000
pounds- of prison twine reported or-
dered by Minnesota farmers, 1,400,-
000 went on less than carlot orders,
while ‘the rest went to clpbs of far-
mers in car lots.

Southern dealers who supply imple-
ments for the Manitoba trade say the
demand from this province has not
been so large this year for spring
lines as in 1898, Still they oxpress
themseives as satisfied with the re-
sults.

Unite.d States railroads have chang-
el the classification of binder twine
from fourth tv third class, although
it was announced that it had been
change! to second class. This means
higher rates on binder twine in this
territory. The increase In rates I
from 25 te 33 per cent.

The National Assoclation of Wagon
Manufacturers ol the United States at
its senn-annual meeting, in. Chicago,
albowut thiree weeks ago, «Jeeided npon
& generas advancec n prices. The
action was made nceessary, the men-
bers expiained, by the marked advance
m the cost of materials.

A manwfacturer of wind stackers
says: The wind stacker has evident-
Iy come to stay. There has been vol-
umes written about the wind stack-
ers, 2 good deal of which is for and
some against them, but the old ob-
jection that wlad stackers waste graln
has been exploded long ago.

It Is reported on good authority,
says the Furm Implement News, that
all tle large plow factorles, except
those located at South Bend, have
oxceuted options to the promoters of
the combination. ‘That some of the
concernx that loudly proclalmmed their
opposition to the plan are really in
it. That n few weeks will  tell
whether it Is t0 go or whether it is
ali oif. That the leading manufac-
turers of plows, harrows, cultivators
an- related lines have agreed to make
n unpiform advance of 10 to 15 per
cent.

All but two of the threshing manu.
facturing concerns of the Cnited
States have agreed to enter the trust
which 1 now bewmg formed to rontrol
the output”of that industry. A
representative of TFarm  Implement
News had an mterview with a gentle-
man who has taken an active interest
in consohdating the thresh:ne wmachine
manufacturing concerns. He =laims
to hola options, signed, sealed and de-
livered, on every leading plant in the
country except two whose affairs were
not n shape to permit of a sale to
the by company. *As far ag the
mavufacturers are concerned,” sald he,
“the matter 18 settled. They have
given their options and have swothing
further to say In regard to the
fcrmation ol the company. Al that
now remams s to ftloat the stock.”

In vlew of the continued and surprls-
ing advances in the cost of all raw
materlals  entering into Implement
f:onstrnctlon, occaslen was taken by

Implement Age™ to call attentlon to
.t'hc questlon of “price raislog” vs.

price cutting,” and we ventured the
query: Who will be the first to “mark
up?” From present Indicatlons,and the
returns are only beglaning 2o come in,
there is recognized the necessity of an



