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T1he Old ?dam'selle's Secr'et
<'ITAPTER X-Csnva.

"Suroly, yeu wan't allov tlîis matter
ta vox you, aunt 1" ebfi saiti, in a sweet
caresaing vaico, whon the mechania
hai lof t te roum. -1My bueband
nover appravcd oi theso progressive
%%arkmon, and thoir clubs wero ait
abomiînatiaon ta him. Oh, thero je
Caroline 1'

Sha tîtoncd toward the doar of
the, kitchen, through which a young
girl bad paascd uoiselesaly sente tintea
before the carpantor leoft the montl.
Whoevor bcd seon the juggloa fair
young wife, as sa stoad iii front of tha
saidiers' nmuekets fourteen years ego, *

would have izivoltutarfiy etarted nt
the striking resemblance which made
the girl seaux like an apparition
rieen front the dend. The gracoful
figure was the saine, thauigh perbaps a
littie siigbter, and clad in coarse, dark
material, white te hopleas womsan bati
bean surrounded by the giittering dis-
play of theatricai spiendor. Thora was
the saune fanitiese outiine af tha band,
the iaw white brow, and the almost
inmparceptible draap ait the corners of
tbe meutht, xvhich lotit th-3 face a b>e-
witebhiug expressin of melanchaly.
This expression had been baigbtened,
in the unfartunate wife, by the tour-
fui glance of ber dark-gray oyes; but
as the youngrirl ait this mainent raised
her lids, tbey lisclosed sphrkling oyes
o? dairk brawn. These oyez revealed a
nature which wauid not eubmit, would
nlot he subduad to more passive endur-
ance; thore was straugth and defiance
in their glances- Polish blaod fiawed
in ber veins, stray draps front the
ardent, noble stream whicb evar riss 8
anew ta vain stragglea againat superior
power.

We nov know that the young girl
standing nt the door is Felicitas, tbough
sl:e bad been forced ta answer ta the
simple naome of Caroline. Frau Hall-
wig, at the very beginning of ber rule,
had discarded the «Itheatrical name "
with the rest of the - theatricai rub-
bis3h" in thre lamber-romz.

Felicitas want up ta the mistress of
the bouse aud laid an sxqninitely em-
broidercd cambric bnndkercbief on ber
work.table. Thte couniliar'a widow
hurriedly saized iL.

lel titis ta bo sold for the aid of the
mission, auntT" sbe asked, unfaiding it
and examining the embroidery.

IlWhy. of course," repiied Erau
Hellçç-g. IlC aroline workod it for that
object-ehba is dawdled over it long
enough. I think iL ought ta bring
titres thalers"

tPerbape so," said the councillor's
widow, shruggiug ber sbouldeme
"Whers did you get the designi for the

czrxOrs, dear cbuld 1"
A feint flush niounted ta Felicitas'

face.
- I drew it mysel?," site replisd, in a

lovr tana.
The young widaw looked up quickly.

For a moment ber bine eyes seemed ta
eparkle %vith a groen Iight.

IlDrew it '-rBel? 1" site repeated,
elowly. IlDon %bo vexeti with me,
cbiid, but with my hast efforts I can't
tinclrstand sncb bolduesa. Haw could
yau attempt anything of te sort
;vititout the requisite knowledge 1 This
je real cambrxc, and muet bava cost
aunt ait icast a thailer, aud naw iL i.s
opoited by the awkward pattern."

Frau Hiellwigiooked up aingrily.
IlOh, don't bc vexed witb Caroline,

dear nunt; sho uudoubtcdly rasant
.vell," pieaded the yonng widow's swcet
vaice. IlPerbaps the difliculty may bc
rcmcdied. Sec, dear child, I have
nover atudicd drawing tborougly-a
poncil ia a woman's band dffl not
plouco me-but 1 bava a very, Vary
keon oye tor any defect af autlino.
Good bouvens 1 Wbait a monstrons
la? that je 1"

Sha pain tol te a long Icaf, who tp
wus gracoefully curvcd, standing forth
in strong relief from tse transarent

foiundation. Peliaites maide ns reply,
but, compressing har delicato lips, gazeti
fixcdly iuta the face of ber ceneor.
Thea oounciilor's widow baietily turned
awaiy andi covared her oyes wvith ber
band.

1,Oh, my dear ciid, that pierciug
gleixco ngain 1" site said, complaiigy
IlIt roally ie uaL propar for ù you.g
girl in your situation ta stars nt other
people sa defiantly. Rlotuomber whtt
your truc friand, aur gond Seotary
WVllnar,always Baye: * Sweet buaîility,
dear Caroline.' And tero ie that
acuraful curi of te lip egain-it ie
ittougit to vax anybody. Do you realy
motta ta play a ramantic part andi
lbstinaîtely rojeot te worthy man's
proposal becaus-yau do not love
bim 7 Absurd!1 But my cousin John
wiii have sain tbing ta eay about it 1"'

How titoroughly te yonnig girl
muet have Lraiined hereni? ta self.
,aatroi 1 At tae widow's last warde
hbo started, snd the bat, reballiaus

ulooti mounted ta ber forehod-hcr
iead, suddenly tbrown proudly back,
.or an instant sbowcd a face altuost
lemouise in iLs expression o? bats andi
;corn. But site repiieti caldly andi
:elmly, Il 1 shahl ho rend~ La - eolen."

IlEow oft-on muet I bcg you, Adele,
iot Le ailude to tat aiuuoying aiffair l'teit Freu Haliwig, aiugrily. "6Do vou
ixpeet, in a few weeke, ta boud this
)bstinate creeture, thie stick o? wood-
if ter! bave trieti nias yeera iii vain 1
Ase soan as John camtes home, the
s'hale mncUer wiil ha aver, ta my greait
baliglit. Now go anti get me My
bonnet anmd cloek," ehe saiti ta, Felicitais,
I1 hope this piece of botch-work,"

tossing te bandkercbiof scornfily
isido, "lwiil ho the let you have ta
apoil in my service."

Felicitac eilently 1of t the rootu.
Soan afterward Frau Hellwig and ber
guest walked scrose theo market-place.
The beautiful widow led ber sick chilti
tenderly by the btand. Many faces
watcbed her from their windows ; the
lovely woman bestowed a gondse, art-
tees emile an ail. Rosa, ber maiti, snd
oId Frederica, followcd witit baskets.
Thay wera ta hâve tes iu the gardon
ontaida the tawn, andi wreathe andi
garlands were ta ba madie.

The young professer was expecteti
ta return borne the next daày, after his
aine yeaWs absence, andi titoub Frau
Hellsvig grambleti aver the Ilfoiiy,"
te councilior's widow inasted upon
decarating te young mains rooma for
his arrivai.

CHAPTER i.
Heinricli shut the streot doar, andi

Felicitas ran upstairs. How dear and
familiar ta te young girl wes tbe
nraw corridor aboya, witb its close,
musty atuxosphere, down wbich site
naw hurriedii Th6n nemae a quiet
lainding; a flight a? rough, tvorm-enten
stairs lea tipward fraont the mysteriaus
glaom below ta an anciant door, caver-
cd with stiffly paintati tulipe. and brick-
red roses, tiimly bigbted bv the faiut
raya streaming trangi bottie.green
glass. Felicitait toak a ka-y froraiher
pocket and naiseiessly apeneti the door,
bayonti whicm appeareti a narrow, tiark
flight o? stops iaadiug ta te roomes
nudter the roof.

Thte young girl hati ne.ver been
obligeti ta repeat ber break-neck cxpe-
dition over thme bauae-tops. Front the
ime ai ber eppearanco adanittance ta

mam'selle's harînitage hati nover been
denied During the firse. yeer ber
visite beti been bimiteti ta Suudays,
and Lbcn site hati elways goia up with
Heinricb But after ber confirmation,
the aId mam'selle beti given ber a key
ta thte painted door, andi aiter that site
bati taken ativantageof aivery loisnre
moment ta slip up titere. Soa sit led a
two-fold life. It was flot ouly i
external things that she pesscd fromt
Lthe deptme ta the beigite, frain the
dira twilight belaw ta the bright sun-
ahune save-ber sontl experipncet the
saine transition, and gradualby hecama
se strong timat a.11 the shadowa ail te
trials o? the lower world ware esft

bohind as soon aie abs sendet h
dark and nsrraw staire. Down-atirs,
sito iroîîed aud cookod, using ber so-
calleti Il leistiro" in onibroidery, witosf,
pries wae devototi, as wo bave seau, ta
chacritable abjecte,; andt reaiting, except
in lier B3ible anti prayor.book, wus
etrinîly proiiiteti. But, in tho rooîine
entier te roof, ail te inari'sis of the
ituinan intollect lay wido open batoro
ber. Soitedt an cager thiret for
knowiedge, anti te learaing posesaet
ity te mysteriaug hennit was like un
inoxitaustibie fountain, a wall-eut
dicuiont, emittiiîg sparks o? light in
every direction iL wua Lurneti. No
ans ja te houstuiolti, except Heinricit,
know of thiB intercourse.-tbe tcast
suspicion o? iL cn Frau H1ellwig's part
woubti bave given it iLs tcaith-biow.
Stili, te aid mam'selle tati aiways
ctairgei te citilt ta tell the trutit if
sho sitoulti ever be questiaucti on te
8uh'ject. But titis nover baipponad;
liainricit was nlwaya on te watcb,
aud ka.pt bath oyes snd cars open.

Tito dark stair-case was cilimbeti.
Felicitas pauseti et a door ta elstn,
then pusheti a littie panai aside, sud
loaketi in enîiling. Thera wais a perfect
uproar o? sounde witjin-a etrange
mody of sin.,ing, ch irpiug aud screain-
ing. In the mniddle o? Lime raom ware
two young fir-trees, ailaug tite wvalls
graw perfect graves o? plaints, as fresit
sud green a any ii te gardon, snd on
thair bougits perchoti flocks o? merry
birdit. Titis was the only life which
mam'selle cauld surrounti Lae!?el in
lier solitude. True, tse musical little
titroat oiways poureti forth Lime semae
maladies, but on te other baud tIere
was ns fear o? titat terrible change o?
human voices, whicb La day cry IlHIo-
sanna !" Lo-morrow Il Oruciy hum 1"

Felicitas closoti the painel, andi opened

anotitar door. Theo reader bas already
lied ans glitnpee o? this lvy.grawn
apartinont, and knows the collection
o? grave buste raingeti aloug Lime waîis,
but is flot awars bow closely they arz
connccted with the big books bound in
reti morocco, iying in yontier antique
cabinet witb tse glass doors A migitty
floodi pouroti forth frain those grava
brows-ttere le no solitude, no daola-
Lion, for tose, wbu cen unchain iL.
Tbe bustn anti te works o? the great
masters o? înelody a? varions Limtes
sharca te aid mamselle's retreat, sud
as the ivy wound its Leudrils impur-
Liailly arouait ail te buste, te lonely
pianiet reveleti nomotime8 in the aid
Italiein, sometimes in the German
music. But tita antique cabinet, witm
iLs glass doars, containeti treasures
witich would bave trown an autograph-
collecter inta transporte o? deligbt.
Maiuuscripts andi lattersa? i tesa great,
composera, most of tbem a? rare value,
were portfolios bebind tasea doors.
The collection hud Issu madis nany
yeers before, when, ae aid mam'selle
saiti, emiling, bier blood flowed swifLly
timrougit ber vains, sud ber yontitul
energy supporteti ber wisims-many a
yellaw sbeet blid been gaiined by muai
persevereuca and btardi sacrifices.

Febicitas founi te aId lady in a
room boyanti ber bedroam. Site was
sitting on a etool before the open cup-
board, andi arouud ber, aù chairs sud
an Lime floor, lay raIls o? white linon,
Ilannc, anti s quantity of te littie
articles a buman being, requires im-
mediately aifter iL bas üttereti iLs firet
cry in Liis world. As te young girl
entereti, site tu'roed beir bead-ber
delicato features bati porceptibly ai-
tereti, anti thougit tbey wera now
brigitt witit pleasure, the traces of
decliniug bealtit coulti nat escapri un-
noticeti.

Il le i fortunate you have came,
my dear Fay 1" sbc crieti. Il The storli
may visiL te carpenter Tbienemann'a
bouse et any mament-endi bis wifo
bas uoa eu Lima sinablest articleofa
clothing for te poor baby. Our stock
is sUI tolerabby ample, anti -we can
moite up quite a gooti buntile, tLs le
aIt titet is wantod"I-eie helti out a
pink calico cap in ans banmd, anti laid

samat uarrow white lacs againet iL.
coulti yau se titis on et once, Fay 1"~

site atidei, "lte thinge muet bo raamdy
titis aveunug."

IlOh, Aunt Oorduba," eaid Felicitau,
takîug up ber nee anti troati, "ltitis
iun't ai titose poor peoplo net 1 1
kuow titat Master Titienomaun wvante
mioney, toc; ettouty-ivo thalet-S."

Thte aId mam'aelle rafbeoteti.
"lIt le aImant too largo -% suain for

nmy prasent finances," site seiti. IlStill,
ha muet have iL.-"

Site rose siowly. Folicitas gave lier
ber tiai, aud halipet ier ta the miusic-

IlAunt," abe seiti, eutdenly stopping,
"do yttu rocalioct that a tite wite

ega, Frau Thiseomaun rofuseti ta do
tait wasiting far yau, teat site nigit

net oflond Frau lillwig ?"
IlI beliove yeu want La leati your

olt suait astray 1" crieti theolad main'.
selle, bal? aingrily, but tite a s e look
a? amusement in ber eye3, and site
ligittly Lappeti the giri's chck witit ber
fiagar. Botit laugitet, anti wont La te
cabinet with glass doors.

Titis cbunmey, aid-fasitioued pioce a?
furniturs itat its secrets, Lao. Aunt
Cardula prosseti an inînocent laaking
ornement, anti instaintly a bittle door in
ans af te aidas flow open. The space
raveabeti wu thte aid laidy's henk, anti
in former daiys bail seed to Folicitui
a perfect treasure-itouse, for site wae
rarely peranitteti a tiomiti glanca et te
valuasbiIcontaineti. On thenarrow
sitelvea bey sevorai raIls o? gold, saine
ailver-plate, anti airticleei o? jowelry.

Whbite themolad lady openeti ane o? te
rails a? goti samd countei tse tii!ers
carefuliy, Falicites seizeti a littîs box in
ans af te darkest corners sud eagerly
opeieti iL. On te bed of cotton-Nçool
insido ley a galti bracelet ; no precione
stn etiormed iL. but itweigitet hcavily
lin te baud, anti muet have beau matie
o? massive galti. The most str-ikiug
tiig about iL, itowovar, was iLs size-
iL woulti surely bave abippeti over any
waman's baind, anti seemeti ta bave been
intendeti for Lime muscular wrist o? a
panerful mn. It was consitierabiy
wider in te middtle, anti bars tse
graver's tool bati carveti mairveiouely
weil s wreath a? rases anti faliage,
beautifnbiy executeti, around a modal-
lion, an witict wana te faîiowing bines:

«ISwa zwel heop ciaa auder zDeianett,
ierzenliccn a2e -*=le
U(rd aIch beidad sot ,cinct',

Titeyonng girl turneti the bracelet
in every direction, Iooking- for te reelt
a? the versa ; for, tougit not very
beerueti in ancient Germen, site easiiy
Lrsnslated Lime lest lins inta:-

"-Anti where bath are so unitedi"
but tere was noend.

"lDan't you know tae reat, aunt "
site asketi, still scanuiug te ornemient.

The aid mam'selle, keapiug ber fin-
ger upon Lime taler site imat juet laid
dowu, booketi Up front ber cauntiug.

IlOh, childl witnt have yau thora 1"
she exclaimeti, hurriediy. Indignation,
Lerror, anti tiespair wera ail biendeti in
lier vaice. Site iastily seizet e brace-
let, replacet iL in Lime box witli tremb-
ling fingers, anti closei te caver. A
feint fluni suddenly gloweti ou lier
citeck, anti ber frawni!ng- brows gave ber
expression a gloomy earnestucss whicb
Ltse young girl bnd nover sen before.
Na>', iL seomoti as titougi t he present
had completely vanisitet uuder a ficoti
o? inemories, andtin tioad lady 'vas no
langer aware a? Felitxta' presence, for
afLer timrueLing ths boy- iuta its corner
with feverisl baste, aima seizeti enotiter
ona covereti witb gray paper titat stooti
besido iL, anti pessd lier rigitt band
caressingîy over ILs warn corners. Har
face eofteuod, anti pressing iL ta her
bosom, aime urmured :

"4IL muet dia bef ore me, yet I can
uaL ses iL perish."

Folicitus Lbrow her arme arounti tmo
fragile little figure, wbïcm seameti at
tbis momentaso feebie anti beiplesa I,
was te first Lime, turing theo aima
years o? titoir acquaintance, Luit site
bati over seau ber aunt lasa ber self-
commanti. Tender and delicate in ap-


