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may be takea as a near approach to acouracy, with the exoep-
tion of the cstimation of the wheat orop, which.will certainly
tarn out better than it is hore reputed to be, The farmers
in general will find themscives pretty well off, but the arable-
land ten.nt on cold, heavy olays will be a sovere sufferer,

AN ESTIMATE OF THE HARVEST.

. The agricultaral writer in the T%mes has given a carefully-
prepared forecast of the results of the harvest. He says ; —

The year 1888 will be a ourious ong in the history of agri-
cultore, and in marked contrast with 1887, ‘The year cannot
possibly be called, on the whole, a di-astrous one, so far as
the quantity of produce i3 concerned, if we except the wheat
orop, which will bo not ooly worse than in any year since
1879 in yield, but generally of a very inferior gquality. At
the end of June it was stated that the prospects of tho wheat
crop wore admirable, and that for all other crops they were
very doubtful,  Grass had made scarecly any growth, and a
poor yield was expected. Then came Ju'y, which changed
the entire character of the sonson; rains continued through-
out the month, damaging the quality of the hay, but increas.
iog its yicld. Hoavy storns beat down the corn crops, da
maged the wheat in its flowering stage, and tbe result is that
at tho present time the whole character of the harvest is re.
versed as compared with what it was at the beginning of July.
Wheat is now, €o far as yicld is concerned, the worst crop of
the year, and hay the best. As has been the case since 1881,
inquirics have been scut out to some 400 farmers in every part
of the United Kingdom a:king their opinions on the harvest
of the year, The result is to show that tho wh2at orop is
27.6 per cent. worse than last year; barley is 2 per cent.
better ; oats are 25.5 per oent. better; potatoes, 27.7 per
cent. better ; beans, 33.9 per cent. better ; peas, 41.3 per cent,
butter; and roots, 46 per cent. better; while the most extra-
ordinary feature of all is that the hay crop is 35.9 per cent.
better than last year. All these figures, it must be borne in
mind, refer simply to yield, because it is very certain that,
owing to the bad harvest weather, the quality throughont is
inferior. From every part of England, although the returns
speak of good yiclds, notes are given. declaring the quality to
be much dumaged and very ioferior. Hay, for instance, which
is a full average crop, will not be of what may be termed a
good saleable quality. Potatocs, again, are much discased and
watery. There will be no fine coloured barley, and no plump
and hcavy wheat, as was the case last year. Qats, too, will
probably be a ragged sample, In a word, the harvest for all
crops excepting wheat will be one of fair yicld, but of inferior
quality. At the same time, it must not be forgotten that
even uow plenty of sunshive may improve its prospests, while
a rcturn of wet weather may make things a very great. deal
worse.

The greatest interest attaches to the wheat crop of the
year, and the quantities of imported graio likely to be re-
quired. Last year, on August 24, we gave an cstimate in
the Times that the wheat crop would be one of 32 bushels
per acre, and in February last the offiial returns showed the
crop to have been one of 31,97 bushels per acre. Such acou-
racy as this is not to be cxpected i estimates, made while
the crop is still standing, but may well be alluded to as show-
ing that such cstimates, if carefully done, are quite near
coough for ordinary purposes. Wehave worked out the fizures
in the sume way this year as last, and the result is that the
orop promises to be one of about 23.50 bushels to the aore,
this being 550 bushels per aore less than an average crop,
and 8.50 buchels less than last year. We may pat down the
wheat crop of 1888 as one of about 6,768,000 grs., which,
after dcductions for tail corn and secd, would mean one of
only 5,000,000 for sale - probably the smallest wheat orop

grown in these islands in tho present ccatury. This will leave
us dependent on foreign souroes for at least 20,000,000 qrs.
That. wo shall obtain this is certain, but it is vory doubtful if
we shall get it at the low prices which have prevailéd duriog
the past few years, The risc may not bo very great, but pro.
bably ‘the year may.sce wheat up to 40s. por quarter. Short
orops- prevail generally this year in countrics, and France
must bo also a large buyer. At the samo timo it must not be
furgotten that, owisg to the latoness of tho harvest, the 1887
crops have supplicd us with 13 months’ wheat, leaving only
11 moaths to be still supplied. This may have an:effeot
towards keeping down prices, but it may be fairly argued that
higher prices must prevail.

Severe frosts on the 6th and 7th Scptember. Buckwheat
and tobacco round Montreal destroyed. The latter orop should
be severed by the first of the month, as there is frequently an
carly frost in the first- weck, There will be no grapes worth
spesking of, The wonderful 20,000,000 bushels of. Manit ba
wheat scem to have somchow-dwindled down to, 15,000,000 !
In 1886, much the same sort of thing happeried, Two bad
years out of thrce must try the tempers of new settlers in the
North-west. As fur a8 my koowledge goes, this will. be. one
of tho worst yearsever kncwn inthe province of Quebeo.
The two frosts of the 6th and 7th were naturally followed
by rain—and pretty heavily it is falling now, the 8th—and
this must finish up the wretohed, damaged grain-crop below
Quebco. A: lamentuble state of thiugs indeed, as, there, no
farmer has a stock of last year's grain or hay to fall back
upon. I am not a pessimist, but I really do not sec where the
secd for next spring is to bo found in such distriots as
Rimouski, Métis, &e.

Best white wheat in_England was fetching 44s. 2 quarter
=$1.20 a bushel on the 21t August, just 108 a quarter=
$2.40 more than it fetohed a twelve month ago. Fortunate
are those farmers in England who have a few stacks of old
wheat by them ! A R.J.F

INON-OFFICIAL PART.

FOR IMMEDIATE SALE.

Canadian-Jerseys; Small Model butter and cheese fac-

fory appliances; Steam Engine ; Laval S8eparator, &a;

Farm machinery and Iwmplements .&e., &c.

Mr. Barnard, having been recalled to the Department of Agricul-
ture ut Quebec, will sell on easy terms, all of his improved.Canadian
Jersey Stock, issued from Rioter’s Pride of St. Lambert, brother to
Mary Ann of St. Lambert (Sweepstake prize at Dominion Exhibition,
‘Poronto, 1887), and’ Albert Rex Alphea, another of the finest and
most valuable Jersey bulls in America. The dams are all half Jerseys
or § Jerseys, from excellent Canadian cows originslly from .Britanny
stock, This stock is all pedigreed and registered.

The implements, machinery, &c, are most complets, and of the
best. For further details apply to

Ed. A. BARNARD,
Dept. of Agriculture, Quebec:

Consumption Surely Cured
To the Editor :—

Please inform your readers that I liave a. positive remedy
for the above named disease. By its timely use thousands:of |
hopeless cases have been permancntly cured, I ghall:be glad
to send two bottles of my remedy FREE to: any of yoar
readers who have consumption if they wifl scod me'their Ex-
press and P..Q, address. Reopectfully, o '

Dr. T.. A. SrocvM, 37 Yonge St.; Toronto, Ont. -

"FOR SALE. — Percheron and Normap. Hokses,
Ayrshire, oattle, Berkshire .pigs, Plymouth-Bock poultry,

apply to Mr. Louis Beaubien, 80 St.James Street, Montreal.




