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time been made In a number of tbi 
-lending journals of the United States 
that Great BriUln should transfer her 
West Indian colonies and Bermuda In 
part payment of her American debt. 
As these views are being widely quot­
ed and canvassed may I ask penal* 
•ion, as a Canadian speaking to Amer­
icans, to make a few comments for 
the consideration of your readers?

If there are to be cordial relations 
'between nations, each must endeavor 
to view international problems, not 
merely from its own standpoint, but 
from that of its neighbors. Possibly a 
Canadian is in the best position to set 
forth the other side of this question, 
Canada herself has no direct interest 
In the Bitish debt. As one of the 
nations which compose the Empire, 
she is united to the -Mother Country 
by strong ties of sentiment, but she 
is also united to her great southern 
neighbor by strong ties of friendship, 
business and constant intercourse. 
Canadians think, therefore that they 
can view this matter Impartially and 
In the kindliest spirit 

From the oath eak of the war, Can­
adians have considered that the men 
of Britain and of the Dominions were 
fighting the battles of the United 
States, as well as of our own Empire 
and of oar Allies. In the early days 
of the war, I have heard many Ameri­
cans express that opinion. Though 
it took some years for your people, 
as a whole, to recognize that fact it 
was as true In August 1914, as it was 
later when the gallant boys of both 
nations were fighting side by side. 
Germany aimed at world dominations 
and, had she won the war, her politi­
cal and commercial control of all Eu­
rope, all Africa, and much of Asia, 
would have been at once established. 
She would probably soop have made 
an alliance with the rest of Asia. She 
would have been the Oolussus of the 
world. Her eyes were already fixed 
covetously on South America, and de­
velopments there would have followed 
rapidly. With the naval, military and 
financial resources then at her back, 
what would she have cared for the 
Munroe Doctrine’

We do not claim that Che United 
States should have entered the war 

The at its outbreak, for the people had to 
be awakened. It is doubtful if they 
were sufficiently informed as to the 
merits of the struggle, prior to the 
Lusitania incident. What would have 
Happened, however, if the United 
States had intervened even th6n? The 
war would have been shortened by 
two years, millions of lives and tens 
of billions of dollars would have been 
saved, the condition of the world to­
day would not be what It is, and the 
problem of the war debts would, in 
ill probability, not have arisen.

Without your aid the combatants 
were too evenly matched, especially 
as one side had been preparing for 
years and the other had not. The 
struggle continued till all were bled 
white. The financial drain upon the 
nations involved was so great as to 
be almost unbelievable, and still more 
terrible was the drain on the lives of 
our dearest gnd best..

When at last you threw your vast 
power Into the scales, that great ad­
dition to the cause of civilization and 
righteousness was decisive. When you 
did act. you acted vigorously, whole­
heartedly and effectively. We are 
all unspeakably appreciative of the 
part played by the United States in 
bringing the war to a conclusion. It 
was some considerable time, however, 
after you declared war before your 
armies were organised, trained and 
transported to France, and during that 
pe-iod, ytin could render but little help 
other than financial.

For whom did the Allies sacrifice 
the lives of their men before the 
United States entered the war, and 
from that date until the American 
troops arrived? For all who did not 
wish a Germah world, for all tree peo­
ples, including Britain, Canada and the 
United States.

The war was fought, not merely 
with lives, but with money. The fin­
ancial burden fell chiefly on Britain. 
She had to advance huge sums to her 
allies. Had she not done so. Germany 
would have achieved a speedy victory, 
and the turn of the United States 
would then have come. Much of this 
money was spent in your own coun­
try. Never 'before in the history of 
the world did any nation have such a 
stupendous, stream of wealth poured 
into its lap. And this money was the 
life blood of nations who were giving 
their all, but not for themselves alone.

If we Canadians are right In believ­
ing that the United -States had as 
great a stake in the war before she 
entered It as afterwards, do you won­
der that we ask ourselves whether It 
Is fair that the Allies should bear 
alone the crushing financial burden of 
those earlier years during which your 
people accumulated nro-oh of the 
wealth of the world? Surely their aw­
ful losses in life, before the United 
States lost a single man, are enough of 
a handicap.

Byt the casé is much stronger. The 
money borrowed in the United States 
before April, 1917, Is not In question. 
The American government naturally 
did not give any «redits to the Allies 

... . „„ till after It had itself entered the war.
agree with The Times they are-The money advanced was chiefly for 
"a group of expioters,’’ -who have 
ronde St John about the most expens 
tvs piece in Canada in which to live."
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WAR DEBTS AND OTHER DES TA brvufin in by sailing veeeela. Yet, In
'spite of this preponderance of foreign 
news, the front page of 100 years ago 

down «Russia's war debts provided the was not altogether different from the 
pre-war debts and liability for damage front page of today. The leading 
caused by the nationaliation of proper- article on April 19, 1881, was an ac- 
ty are assumed by the Soviets, il- count of a burning of a castle in 
lustrâtes a tendency in Europe to | Ireland. The egan of 100 years seems 
draw a rather sharp line of distinction j very brief In comparison with the 
between war debts
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and other debts, j perennial Irish question, though there 
An exception is made in the case of is at last hope of settlement While 
Germany’s war debt to the Altiee, the daily newspapers were meagre 
which France regards as an obligation ! sheets, consisting of four pages, and 
too sacred to be discussed at Genoa, j devoted almost entirely to foreign ro­
bot otherwise the prevailing view commercial affairs, the city was urell 
seems to be that war debts are rather supplied with weeklies and semi- 
less sacred than those incurred before weeklies. These were the influential 
the war. journals of their day, bolding the lead-

saw before. %
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charging the Allied governments for 
their services. For some time after 
you declared war, there were, of 
cour*e, very few other American sol- 
die's in the fighting line.

Americans are a proud people. I 
know that they do not wish, in this 
natter, to stand on legal technicali­
ties- In coming to a decision, let them 
remember the stake they actually had 
in the early years of the war, and the 
purpose tor which the money was 
borrowed in the later years. I feal 
sure that they need but to know the 
-fact».

The suggestion lias been made thet 
even if the war debts be not cancelled, 
the United States might accept from 
Great Britain a trasnfer of an equ-il 
amount of the de/bts owing to Britain 
by other Allied countries. That 
might be fair to Britain, but how about 
the others? Do Americans think Mat 
either Britain or the United Stat-js 
ahould exact payment from France, 
which has bled at every pore? Whxt 
would they think if Britain were to 
demand a transfer of some ctf the • id 
French colonies in return for cancell­
ing the debt of France to her? Bri­
tain will probably cancel the debts 
owing to her by her Allies, without 
bargaining or reward. Can the United 
States afford to be less generous?

Britons are just as proud as Ameri­
cans which is but natural as they are 
of the same tfioek. Informal sugges­
tions have occasionally been made, as 
was done recently by Rt. Hon. Rogy 
inald McKenna, but unless the United 
States government considers that the 
cancellation of these debts would be 
a reasonable part of its contribution, 
they will accept nothing. They do 
not ask that the money be written off 
as a bad debt, 
considers that the money should be 
paid, I am sure that the British 
eminent will pay to the last dollar, 
though It be necessary to add at!» far­
ther to the taxes on her already over­
burdened people, and, incidentally, to 
raise the premium on American ex­
change to such a height that they win 
be almost unable to purchase Ameri­
can Imports.
British government would no doubt 
be proudly ilent, bat that would not 
mean that the people of either Britain 
or Canada would consider the decis­
ion to be exactly what might have 
been expected of a great, proud and 
rich nation.

I frt8 of territories have been qurt- 
e! chiefly tropical, which have bten 
as a resu’t of tbe war placed under 
British control. Many of these will 
be, for years to come, bills of expense. < 
In any case, the Allies would gladly 
have given ot the Uglted States a gen­
erous share in these allotments, had 
she been willing to accept. Even at 
this late dute tt is probably not Ini 
possible for her to obtain a share in 
the mandates, but ,<rf course she would 
be expected to assume the expense 
and responsibilities of governing, de­
fending and developing these terri­
tories, and not merely tq share in any 
commercial benefits that might accrue.

The proposal, however that Britain 
shotrtd transfer the British West In­
dies and Bermuda, is something very 
different. To transfer these ancient 
colonies would be to begin the dis­
memberment fit the Empire. Is that 
to be Britain's reward? Even if the 
Mother Country should be willing, 
which I am sura she would not, there 

I know
these Colonies fairly well. They are 
Incurably British, and would violently 
protest a* being taken out of the Brit­
ish family and transferred as if they 
were mere property. Furthermore, If 
there le to be any transferring, Can­
ada considère that she has a first 
daim. The commercial relations be­
tween the Dominion and these tropical 
colonies are already important, and 
are becoming steadily more so. They 

necessary to our future. The 
United States 1s Indeed fortunate In 
that she 1ms, within her own boun­

daries, vast areas of most productive 
land with all climates from arctic to 
tropical. We are not so blessed. 
These tropioaj colonies of the Em­
pire are vital to us, and certainly not 
at all vital to you. Surely oar Am­
erican friends, who are themselves so 
fortunately situated, do not grudge 
Canada this small tropical connection?

It would not be fitting for a Canad­
ian to speak here of Canada's sacri­
fies or services in the war. But of 
all the allied nations that were in 
the war from the beglnnng, Qamda 
alone lias neither asked nor received 
reward of any kind. No charge of 
selfishness can be made against us. 
We ask nothing, and we want nothing. 
But we would protest against any set­
tlement that would poeilvely Injure 
us, such as the transfer of our tropical 
partners to another nation. There 
can be no transfer except by the wish 
of the West Indians themselves, but If 
there is to be any transfer of these 
colonies, do you not think that we 
have reasonably a first claim?

One of the strongest desires held 
by responsible men in Canada Is to 
do their share in drawing ever closer 
the bonds of friendship between Can­
ada, the American member of tbe 
British Federation of Nations, and our 
great neighbor. To this end each 
should have a knowledge of the other’s 
views and a sympathetic respect for 
the other's rights. For this reason, I 
bare ventured to set forth, what is, I 
think, the Canadian attitude on these 
questions.

«■ship in the discussion of pniitwitn the of the Russia» debts 
this may be partly a matter of the *na *®neral questions, and supplying 
Incidence ot leas In cue ot a default Information about the diverse wctivltiM

of city, etate and nation.The pre-war debts are largely owed 
to individuals in France and represent 
a considerable part of the savings of 
the French people since the Franoo- 
Russlan alliance The war debts on 
the contrary represent credits ad­
vanced 'by the Entente Governments.

Ithe common cold.
a

The changeable weather, such as 
has visited a great part of the country 
during the past ' week, sets enough 
people to sneezing for a pretty fairchiefly Great Britain bat Including the 

United States, and this debt has not proof of the correctness of the pcoular 
yet been absorbed by private In- phrase “catching cold.” Purists have 
vestore so that U has more fluidity- objected to H on the ground that a 
not to say gaseous ness -than the 1 common cold, quite as much as lnflu- 
slow accumulation of liabilities which traxa, 4s a germ disease, but the co­
preceded the war and played its part 
in causing the catastrophe.

a successful Ooalttlrelation between shivering and sneez 
tng is close enough to vindicate onr 
grandmothers in their view of the im­
portance of keeping warm, 
trouble with ook! weather in April is 
that most people have discarded pre­
maturely their defenses against the 
weather, and even those who keep 
warm at home are exposed to chilly 
temperatures elsewhere.
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Another distinction may be pointed 
out The pre-war debts, while they 
include a residue from former wars, 
were in part incurred for production 
purposes In the case of the war 
debts, on the contrary', the purpose 
was destruction, 
wealth has resulted from them, as 
happened when pre-war debts took the 
form of capital laid out for produc­
tion. but instead already existing 
wealth and sources of income has 
been largely depleted. Debts incurred 
without limit for the destruction of 
wealth may be much more unlikely 
to be paid, and on general principles 
no man of affairs Is likely to dissent 
from this.

No increase • of

Even in the case of so mild a 
malady as the common cold, preven­
tion is worth more than core, but 
people of normal health probably do 
well not to worry over much about 
either. Wide open windows give no 
certain protection and neither does 
toddling In warm comfortable 
Nor can it be said that any sure 
has been found. In fact, a reversion 
toward old<ashioned ways is to be 
noted in a paper read recently before 
the British Royal Society of Medicine 
on “The natural cure of a 
cold,’’ which aroused much inter*vt. 
The author, Dr. Oliver Heath of the 
Laboratory of Pathokgy and Public 
Health, advocated essentially the 
traditional treatment. Upon the dIn­

for more is futile; a prolonged wrangle pnted question of the proper treatment 
only postpones economic recovery and I of the earliest stage ot a cold, he 
reduces by so much the possibility <f took the side of those who favor 

When the war began brisk exercise in the open air in an
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economists declared that it would he effort to “throw ft off.” If this fails, 
short because the world could not ai- a day in bed ia indicated tor the 
ford to make it long. They were ond or feverish stage. For the third 
wrong in their conclusion but right in , stage, in which thick pus forms, he 
their premises The war cost much;had little to offer except waiting 
more than the world could afford, and patiently for I^atnre to finish the 
the present tendency toward the seal- j
ig down of the debts Incurred is part in the discussion 
merely a recognition of inescapable

m m m

Use)

Borne of the medical men who took 
were doubtful 

about recommending opeo-alr exercise 
in the first stage, fearing that patients 
might keep on with it after the rise 
in temperature had made a retreat to 
bed as the second line of defense ex­
pedient Prdbably this is a point 
which everybody will have to settle by 
experience; some people have luck in 
throwing off a cold on the golf course 
or by a long tramp, while with others 
this bold treatment only makes mat­
ters worse—they will be wise to yield 
to grandmotherly advice and begin 
with bed and a hot bottle. For the 
majority the cold will run its course, 
no matter what Is done or left undone, 
but with discretion It is usually pos­
sible to avoid risk of its developing 
into something worse.
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Don’t waste your own and 
other people's time by being 
unpunctuaL It doesn't pay, I
and besides it isn't neoes-THE DAILY PAPER 100 YEARS AGO. If your watch doessary.
not keep good time bring it 
to us and we will make itBoston’s celebration of its 100th

ALL GRADES OF <
anniversary as a city gave occasion 
for an Interesting sketch by A J. 
Philpott, in the Globe, of the city’s 
newspapers a century ago. Two daily 
newspapers were then published in 
Boston. They were essentially busi­
ness papers, published mainly for 
their commercial advertisements. If 
a ship was unloading a cargo of sugar 
or hides, it was desirable for importers 
to get the information before tbe 
merriiants promptly. Somewhat simil­
arly there Is a commercial newspaper 
published today in New York in 
which the movements of tnunp 
steamers or of lines giving infrequent 
eervlce are advertised. This ta. In

You can always be or. time 
If we take care of your 
watch for you.
Try the Bharpe Repair 
Service—theca is none bet-
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of today. Boston had just adopted a 
city form of government Yet the

Ready for Easinessmunitions with which to fight the ac­
knowledged enemy of the Untied 
States. Had the American armies 
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shells could have been used by them, 
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SAVE YOUR EYES 

If your vision le impaired—if your 
eyes won’t stand the strain of 
hard, constant work—you owe It to 
yourself to make up the deficiency 
by wearing glasses.

We grind our own lenses, lnsur 
ing you prompt, accurate service.

D. BOYANER, Optometrist
St. John,111 Charlotte 8L
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