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MR. LABILLOIS.

to go out of
is quite pos-

Labillois is about
This

It is said that Mr.

politics and Iuke a federal office.
sible. Mr. Lubxlluh& who was perhaps the best ad-
ministrator in the Tweedie and Pugsley cabinet, has

been & mild critic of his successors, He cannot help
seeing that his own department is operated much better
than before the change of government. Bills are now
paid when the money has been earned;, and there is
no louger an army of commissioners who are using
the department as a private bank. Mr. Labillois was
never fond of sitting in opposition, and there is little
chance of his again obttaining office.  Possibly he will
be a candidate for Ottawa if Mr. Reid, who now repre
sents Restigouche does not make arrangements to pre-
vent it. The best arrangement is appointment to
office,

TELEPHONE RATES AND THE UTILITIES ACT.

The Public Utilities Commission has completed or-
ganization and has given notice to companies within
its jurisdiction to file their rates and charges. In
will be open to any person to object to these rates
and have an inquiry instituted by the commission. Even
before the rates are filed; any person requested to pay
them may appeal to the commission. We believe that
the commission is now in a position to begin proceed-

ings, and the question is sometimes asked why the
Board of Trade does not at once proceed in the tele-
phone matter

Mr. J. N. Harvey, who was one of the committee
which investigated this matter some months ago, is quoted
by the Telegraph as giving three why the
board would be under disadvantage in undertaking these
proceedings One of these difficulties arises from the
character of the act, another from the nature of the
and the third from previous legislation. The first
difficulty is the provision of the act that a reasonable
deposit or security be required in the discretion- of
the commission from the complainant, the same to go
to the payment of expenses in case the complaint should
fail The second trouble is that the
will need to be prosecuted by a lawyer, which would
cost The third and apparently the greatest
difficulty which meets Mr. Harvey is the fact that the
company “are almost Impregnably behind
“the act of 1907, which was designed with immense fore-
“sightedness on thelr part, and seems to have given
“them almost absolute power as to their own corporate
“‘past, present and future.”
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may

telephone case

money

entrenched

Such is Mr. Harvey's
will be found in a letter
Standard and appears in this issue.
for itself.

statement.
which has

A reply to this
been sent to The
This letter speaks

Mr. statement will hardly
public that the case should be dropped or presented in
a mere perfunctory matter with the admission at the
start that it is hopeless. The act of 1907 cannot be
defended from the standpoint of public interest. But at the

Harvey's convince the

worst it will not justify the existing charges if the
financial position is such as the Board of Trade com-
mittee has pres it. In any case it might be

worth while to see whether this act is an impregnable
ful'!mru(iurl. It is found impregnable to all other attack,
the legislature has guns that can beat it down. Mr.
Harvey is of course right in recognizing the fact that
the commissioners have no power over this law,

As to the necessity of employing a lawyer it may
be said that the Utilities Act makes no such condition.
Mr. Harvey, or any other member of the Board of Trade,
or any person concerned in the inquiry would have the
same rights as a lawyer before the commission. The
railway commission of Canada hears lawyers and lay-
men, but as it is generally believed, with a decided pref-
erence for laymen. Lawyer and client go together be-
fore this court and both may present the case. In a
matter of business and of accounting, like the telephone
case, a business man can state the complaint and prove
it as well as a lawyer. If the complainant chooses to
hire professionals to do his work for him he will pay
them, as he would do in the case of any commission, but
we believe that the New Brunswick commission like
the railway commission would not allow a party to
suffer because his case was presented by a layman in-
stend of a lawyer. Moreover in the particular case the
facts have already been collected and arranged, and
the argument prepared and presented by a lawyer. Mr.
Harvey says that his committee heard the telephone
company directors, some of them lawyers, present their
case, and that after argument the committee was unani-
s of the opinion that the y had been im-
posing excessive charges. We cannot understand why
he should not expect the same conclusion from a com-
mission which ought to be equally impartial and equally
capable.

. Lastly Mr. Harvey finds an obstacle in the require-
ment of a deposit. But this whole matter is in the
discretion of the commissioners, and unless the case
fails there is no final payment. It would at least be
Wwotth while to test the

“|went away amid a torrent of native execratious.

no  genuine cause and
of following it up. It Is not
‘should thus “fogl” the commission, But it
luﬂukuwr-bhﬂzitnbodymm&..lohn
lurdol'l‘rmmouldbepewhodhtwrbrmlun
obvious public duty. Mr. Harvey will probably find
the commissioners ready to assume that the lai

(The text of Rudyard Kip-

orlginal g
,"u": o on.the late King, as print- |

shows some deviation

is bona fide and prepared to use “discretion” in favor of
the public interest. . At least it is worth while to put
the matter to the test before expressing -want of confi-
dence in an act which is probably more advanced than
any other in Canada, and in commissioners whom both
parties have approved as competent and fair men.

The letter of Anti-Humbug does not strike this
journal as a falr criticism of Mr. Harvey's position or
that of the Board of Trade committee. There is no
doubt that Mr. Harvey and his colleagues presented a
statement which has not been effectively and fully
answered. There is no doubt that in prosecuting their
inquiry the members of this committee performed a
public service. Their individual interest in the matter
was too small to make their expenditure of time and
effort a business investment. Mr. Harvey and those
who acted with him ‘on the committee, with those at
whose request the committee was appointed, seem to
have taken up this matter seriously and so conducted it
to the present stage. Instead of casting reflections on
them for what they have done or tried to do, we should
be disposed to encourage them to continue until a
judicial authority has pronounced upon the case, or un
til they find this court unable or unwilling to proceed
with the inquiry in a fair way. The case of the stock
holder who paid par for his stock getting six per cent,
or of the holders of “bonus’ stock getting six per cent. o1
its par value, will be a part of the question. But we
may at least hope that the commission will not proceed
on the assumption suggested by our correspondent that
twenty to forty per cent. profit is an ordinary return
from mercantile business, particularly that of dry goods
or hardware, Some of the leading men in the tele
phone company are in those branches of trade, and if
they hope to make this profit out of their telephone invest
ment the customers are in great danger. The Utilities
Commissioners may consider the question of a fair return
on investments, but if they had occasion to investigate the
whole dry goods or hardware trade of this province for
the period that this telephone company has existed they
might find that the net porfits of all those engaged in
these trades in that period was a good deal less than
six per cent.

The Standard suggests:-—

That the Utilities Act was framed for such cases as
telephone grievance.

That the act is on the same lines as those of other
provinces and other countries,

That the commissioners are believed to be capable
and fair men,

That the case against the existing telephone rates
has already been prepared by the Board of Trade com-
mittee,

That until reasons to the contrary appear it is
fair to expect that the commissioners will give all pos-
sible facilities for the presentation of this case,

That the people expect this matter to be brought
before the commission and have looked for action from
the business men who had charge of the inquiry,

the

COLONEL ROOSEVELT'S GUILDHALL SPEECH.

Colonel Roosevelt once more refuses to be common
place. - At Berlin he made the mistake of attempting
a philosophical and academic discussion of political and
social development. His treatise was longlabored and
lifeless. The Germans went to sleep over it, and
when they awoke no one found anything that required
comment or contradiction. The ex-President has revert
ed to his former custom, and at the ancient.Guildhall of
London city made a brief speech causing at least three
London had conferred the
Roosevelt, and he at
No stranger ever

continents to take notice.
the city on
once made generous use of the gift.
spoke in that hall with such audacity.
Yet the London speech was only the complemyent of
the address at Cairo University where he told the Egyptian
agitators for liberty and constitutional rights that they
were unfit to govern either themselves or the nation. He
declared that the rulers in the name of
liberty as it had been planned and executed by yptian
reformers was the meanest and most cowardly kind of
murder, He gave Young Egypt to its face the advide
to make itself and show itself capable of self-government
by doing something useful in the practical activities of
the country. Having declared to the educated Egyptians
that Britain had done more Egypt than they would
for a long time be capable of doing for themselves, he

freedom of Colonel

slaughter of

for

In London he spoke in the same sense, His charge
was not that England should relax her control of Egypt,
but should make it stronger and more repressive. Either
England should get out of Egypt admitting that she had
no right there, or she should suppress the agitators,
make rebellion impossible, and by greater severity and
closer restrictions on the freedom of speech and of the
press, check the movement for Egyptian home rule,

This counsel has produced a varied response, but
on the whole it will tend to strengthen British rule in
Egypt, as showing the opinion of the former president
of a republic which Young Egypt has been accustomed
to quote in favoring the doctrine that just govérnment
requires the consent of the governed. The futility of
such a formula in the mouth of a group of superficially
instructed Egyptians, who desire to rule the country

from the cabled verses and reads as
follows:)

Who in the realm today lays down

. dear life for the sake of a d
more dear?

And, unconcerned for his own estate,
toils till the last grudged sands
have run?

Let him approach. It is proved here

Our King asks nothing of any man
suore than our King himself has

one,

For to him above all was life good,
above all he commanded.

Her abundance full-handed.

The pecullar treasure of kings was
his for the taking,

All that men came to in dreams, he
inherited waking.

His marvel of world-gathered armies
—one heart and all races;

His seas ’'neath his keels when his
war castles foamed to their places

The thundering foreshores that an-
swered his heralded landing;

The huge lighted cities adorning the
assemblies upstanding;

The Council of Kings called in haste
to learn how he was minded—
The Kingdoms, the Powers, and the
Glories he dealt with unblinded.

To him came all captains of men, all
achievers of glory,

Hot from the press of their battles
they told him their story.

They revealed him a life in an hour
and, saluting departed.
Joyful to their labor afresh,

made them new-hearted.
And since he welghed men from his
vouth and no le long deceived
him, -
He spoke and e.
the basest bel

he had

ted the truth, and
ved him,

And God poured him an exquisite wine
that was dally renewed to him,

In the clear welling love of his peo-
ple that daily accrued to him.
Honor and service we gave him, re-

joicingly fearless;

Faith, absolute trust beyond speech
and a friendship as peerless,
And since he was Master and servant

of all that we asked him,
We leaned hard on his wisdom in all
things, knowing not how we task-

ed him.
For on him, each new day lald com-
mand, every tyrannous hour,
To counfront, or confirm, or make

smooth some dread issue of pow-
er,

To deliver true judgment aright  at
the instant, unaided,

In the strict, level, ultimate phrase
that allowed or dissuaded;

To foresee, to allay, to avert from us
perils unnumbered ;

To stand guard on our gates when he

guessed that our watchmen had slum-
bered.

To win time, to turn hate, to woo folly
to service and, mightily school-
ing

His strength to the use of his Na-
tions to rule as not ruling,

These were the works of our
Earth's peace ‘Is the
them.

God gave him great works to fulfil
and to us the behoof of them,

King;
proof of

We accepted his toil as our right—
none spared, none excused him.
When he bowed by his burden his

rest was refused him.

We troubled his age with our weak-
ness—the blacker our shame to
us!

He heard that his people had need of
him; straightway he came to us.

As he received so he gave—nothing
grudged, naught denying,

Not even the last gasp of his breath

when he strove for us, dying,

our sakes, without gquestion, he
put from him all that he cherish-
ed,

Simply as any that serve him he serv
ed and he perished.

All that Kings covet was his, and he
flung it aside for us,

Simply as any that die in his service
he died for us.

For

Who in the realm of today has choice
of the easy road or the hard to
tread?

And, much concerned for his own es-
tate, would sell his soul to remain
in the sun?

Let him depart nor look on our dead.

Our King asks nothing of any man
more than our King himself has
done!

600D STORIES]

R. A. Gardner, the golf champion,
said one afternoon on the famous
Wheaton link

“That chap ahead of us plays very
poorly, doesn't he? Let us say nothing
to him about it, though. His poor
playing is often enough rubbed in on

without the consent of the vast majority of the people | him

who are doing all the work and producing all the rey-
enue, has been apparent to the British rulers in Egypt.
Mr. Roosevelt understands it and speaks out more plainly
than Lord Cromer. What he says is unpleasant to
British ministers who are allowing trouble to be brewed
in BEgypt. It is offensive to Mr. Keir Hardie and others
who have encouraged the native lawyers and graduates
to think that they had a right to speak in the name of
all Egypt. Those who accuse Colonel Roosevelt of
bad taste and of impertinence in this matter seem to
make a good case. But the man spoke wholesome truth
to which the world is listening, while the question of
taste is his own personal concern. Perhaps he made
too much of one assassination. That event might have
occurred in a well-governed country. Colonel Roosevelt
might not have been president if i never
took place in his own country. No country has lost
80 many notable rulers by assassination in the last half
century as the United States. It is not the murder of
a pasha, but the condition of public sentiment and the
kind of public teacher of which this act is a symptom
that calls for the Roosevelt warning. England may
resent the message, but she will not forget it.

Mr. Robinson has again defied Mr. Hawke by taking
the opposition members to visit the works of the gas
whose with the city Mr. Robinson pro-

moted and Mr. Hawke condemned. Mr. Hawke was not

may intimidate " bona fide complai this pr in the p i
of the act should certainly disappear. The law was not
to pr but to age and assist The to

who have & real grievance, and until the contrary fis
m the commissioners will be expected to so construe
e follows other utllity acts in this

uct the Liberal government
of Alberta so as to free it from the ignomity of the
Waterways deal has not as yet proved successful. The
resignation of one of the insurgents and his indignant

jappeal to the electors shows that thefe is more ‘trouble

“His caddie, one day when he was
in particularly bad form, lay down
near the ball in a bunker and pre-
tended to sleep.

“The man looked up from one of
his many vain swats at the ball and
growled:

** Say, you must be tired, boy, ly-
ing down!’

“‘1 ain’t tired of carryin’, said the
?n'y. ‘but I certainly am tired of count
s

JOSH WISE SAYS:

“One swallow may not make a sum-
mer but one grasshopper makes many
springs.”

Which Did You?
This matter of popping
Men differently meet, ¥
Some show a cool head Y
And others colg feet.

President Fallieres (to Roosevelt)—
Weill, Mr. Roosevelt and how do the
European monarchs strike you?

Rogsevelt—They're all very nice,
but rather obstrusive.

Already out this fine morning, ma-
dame?

Yes, my maid takeg such a long
time doing my hair I'm taking a walk
until she has finished.

Excited Son—Ye've hoked a graund
big one this time, (nher

The Analer—o aye. expect the
fish is a’ richt, but l1| feel mighty
relieved when I get that half a croon
fly safely oot o' his mouth.—M.A.P.

Like the Suff
Wlu-n women prate of “woman's
sphere.”

They strive for all they're worth.
To claim their own and make it clear
They feel their th-ﬂh.

WIll last a lifetime and save many times its cost In coal bille.
The “Monarch” will wear well, work well and save fuel,
Every one guaranteed a perfect baker,

We cordlally invite everyone interested to come nM look It over,
and at the same time to see our I line of st ]
to suit everyone at the right price,

EMERSON & FISHER, Ltd., |

25 Germain Street

Three
Watch
Bargains

It will pay you to buy one of
these WATCHES at the prices
quoted. There wiil be no more
at the same prices.

$13.00

For a Gentleman's High
Grade 17-jeweled Seth
Thomas Watch, in 26-
year filled case. Five
of these in stock. For-
mer price $18.00.

$8.00

For an Omega 15-jew-

eled Watch in Gun
metal case. Eight of
these in stock, For-

mer price $10.00.

$6.50

For an Omega 15-jew-
eled Watch in Silver
case. Nine of these in
stock. Former price $8.
We guarantee all these
watches to be accurate time-
keepers. The two OMEGA
were pti | val~
ue at the former prices.
We have other Watch Bar-
gains to offer. Better come in
and see them.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

21 KING STREET,
ST. JOHN, N. B

Charles A. Uarke,

18 CHARLOTTE ST.
Groceries and Fruits

Phone—aos

REASONS WHY
YOU

SHOULD USE

DAISY
Four

DEATHS

Betts—Entered into rest on 2nd inst.,
Helen B, daughter of the late Azor
W. T., and Mary Betts,

Funeral on Saturday, 4th inst., from
her late residence, 188 Queen street.
Service begins at 2.30 p. m., at the
house.

If your present Glasses tail to give
you ease and comfort, there is some.
thing wrong. .Glasses are either good
or bad-—there's no middie station. See
D. BOYANER, Optician, 38 Dock St.

Advertising the Exhibitin.
The Exhibition management are
making arrangements to send out
teams to distribute literature and tack
up posters throughout the length and
breadth of the Maritime Provinces,
The team will proceed up the western
side of the province, cross through
the northern counties and return along
the eastern shore to Moncton. One
will proceed from St. John to Monec-
ton and thence to Halifax. One will
leave Halifax and work along to Syd-
ney. Anothor will u-n from Digby,
lis valley
to Hullux und return w Digby by way
of the south western shore. Still an-
other will be turned loose in Prince
Edward Island to bedeck the scemery
of the Garden of the Gulf, with signs
setting forth the wonders that Man-

r Good is gathering her for

“Tasty Gifts for Brides”

Our cases are full to overflowing of choice pieces, awaltlng your
selection. “Depos de Art” ware in new and dainty pieces. Silver
Novelties, Cut Glass, etc., etc.

Rich and dainty Jewelry,
All goods turned out nicely packed.

Ferguson & Page,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers, - 41 KING STREET

NEW VICTOR

-=--INKSTANDS----

A variety of patterns and sizes, Keep yourink from evaporating,

A FRESH STOCK OF

Rubber Bands E'ld Waste Paper Baskets
BARNES & CO., Limited,

84 Prince WilllamStreet, - ST.JOHN

“or WALL PAPER, =<

[D scount
H. L. & J. T. McGOWAN, Ltd.,

'Phone 697 139 PRINCEE‘S STREET

HUTCHINGS & CO.,

BEDDING MANUFACTURERS
WIRE MATRESSES, MATRESSES,

IRON  BEDSTEADS, FEATHER

PILLOWS etz
WHOLESALE and RFETAIL
1071 to 106 Germain Street.

Have You Started Work ?

Do You Want to see The Big Fair

FREE OF COST?
If so Read The Standard’s Offer

This paper wants all the subscribers it can get. It is out for busi-
ness and it is ready to pay a generous commission for all the new
names it can add to its list.

This will Interest You

THE DOMINION FAIR
to be held in St. John

Sept. Sthto Sept. 15th

Will be the biggest event of the kind in Canada this yea'
When the time comes you will want to attend it.
You will want to visit the grounds more than once.

You will want to go four or five times.
this at the least possible cost.

THE STANDARD’S PLAN  °
Will Help You to do This as You Desire

For every new city subscription this pa
ticket to the fair. 4 » R il gis & Ve s
For each two out of town subscriptions, new,
five trip ticket to the fair.
For three new out of town subscriptions this paper will give two
five trip tickets. City subscriptions $5.00 per r.
subscriptions $3.00 per year. 4 g ey Y

GET TO WORK AT ONCE!

Ard you will want to do

this paper will give a

BUY NOW! ! ! SAVE $1.00 PER TON

cANADA’S BEST COAL “sALMON AsH*
Adaptable for all purposes.

$4.26 Per TON of 2,000 Ibs. \ Credit by arrangement,

10 Per LOAD of 1,400 lb..) Gt Wik Gaaws...

For immediate Jelivery in Cit Proper.
"Phone Main 1172 .. oo v oo ou 4. .. ry 5 ly s r' 0. Box 13,

CANADIAN COAL CORPORATION.

(55

age
the big fair.

WIS HELENE WETMORE

n.w lmm. Brilliant lopu
focal talent, will give

RECITAI.

EDGECOMBE & CHAISSON,
HIGH=-

ouss T AILORS

Importers of High-Grads Cloths for Gentlemen's Wea,

: mmq’us;.-. Tickets 50 o0 l

——




